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U.S. troops control
most of Fallujah

m U.S. officials believe most insurgents have fled city
W [raqi forces find suspected ‘hostage slaughterhouses’

Troops” bravery honored in Iy

e s

Nine soldiers from the
1st Infantry Division’s n
1st Squadron, 4th
Cavalry Regiment
received P

Operating Bat
MacKenzie, Iraq, for
injuries received this
year during Operation
Iraqi Freedom. That
brings the number of
1-4 Cavalry soldiers
receiving Purple Hearts
to 34, said Lt. Col. Jim
Chevallier, the squadron
commander.
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States

Charitable lemonade stand: Three
months after Alexandra Scott died of
cancer at age 8, her goal of raising $1

million for cancer research this year by
selling lemonade has been surpassed.

Alexandra’s parents said Tuesday that
the 2004 total probably will be close to $1.5
million, which the Alex’s Lemonade Stand
foundation will donate to cancer-research in-
stitutions, as it has done since Alex set up
her charity four years ago.

Officials at Children’s Hospital of Phila-
delphia, where Alex was treated, said they
have expanded research and experimental
medication programs because of the little
girl’s charity.

‘Passion’ confession: The parents of a
slain teenager whose attacker came for-
ward after watching the movie “The Pas-
sion of the Christ” have filed a complaint
with the state about their daughter’s autop-
sy.

The parents of Ashley Nicole Wilson con-
tend that the Harris County, Texas, Medical
Examiner’s Office did not detect their
19-year-old daughter’s pregnancy. That's de-
spite an obstetrician’s examination showing
she was pregnant seven days before her
death, according to parents Renee Coulter
and Dan Wilson.

Ashley Wilson’s Jan. 15 death was initial-
ly ruled a suicide, then changed to a homi-
cide after the confession.

Big Dig leaks: The Big Dig highway
project in downtown Boston is riddled with
leaks dumping millions of gallons of water
into the $14.6 billion tunnel system, accord-
ing to an engineer hired to investigate the
cause of a massive leak in
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Peace award: Yusuf Islam, third from right, formerly known as rock star Cat Stevens, shows
the Gorbachev Foundation Man for Peace 2004 award after receiving it from former Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev, right, and Rome Mayor Walter Veltroni, second from right,
Wednesday in Rome. Islam received the award before the start of the 5th World Summit of
Nobel Peace Laureates conference in Rome. He was detained flying into the United States in
September after his name appeared on a terrorism watch list.

tical support to the Hamburg al-Qaida cell
that included three Sept. 11 hijackers — Mo-
hamed Atta, Marwan al-Shehhi and Ziad
Jarrah.

Gore’s new gig: Former U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore was named chairman Tuesday
of Generation Investment Management, a
new London-based

firm

Fixing the hundreds of leaks could take
up to 10 years, said Jack K. Lemley, a con-
sultant hired by the Massachusetts Turn-
pike Authority to investigate the problem.

Lemley told the Boston Globe for a story
in Wednesday editions that repairing Sep-
tember’s leak would require two months
and include traffic lane closures. The last
major leg of the Big Dig project opened less
than a year ago.

McGreevey’s future: From advocating
for gay rights to pushing for stem cell re-
search, life beyond the New Jersey gover-
norship appears to be full of possibilities for
James E. McGreevey.

As the soon-to-be former governor con-
templates a future that begins with his resig-
nation at midnight Monday, his options are
seemingly wide open: advocates are court-
ing him to take up their causes, and he has
already agreed to be a volunteer for a nation-
al education organization, said his friend,
state Sen. Raymond Lesniak.

“After Thanksgiving, we're going to sit
down and talk about what he’s going to do
with the rest of his life,” Lesniak said Tues-
day, a day after the governor gave a fare-
well speech. “There are no plans beyond
that”

World

Sept. 11 trial: One of the Sept. 11 suicide
pilots mentioned the World Trade Center
and said “you will think of me again” during
an anti-American outburst two years before
the attacks on the United States, a witness at
the retrial of a man suspected of aiding the
attacks testified Wednesday in Hamburg,
Germany.

Similar evidence from librarian Angela
Duile, 33, helped secure the original convic-
tion last year of Mounir el Motassadeq, a
who is accused of providing logis-

i
that plans to create en-
vironment-friendly
portfolios.

Generation  Invest-
ment will manage 2
sets of institutional
vestors, such as pen-
sion funds, foundations |
and endowments, as
well as those of “high
net worth individuals,”
from offices in London
and Washington, D.C.

Gore said the new company will carefully
screen potential companies to invest in,
choosing only those that meet specific stan-
dards on how they treat their employees
and the environment.

Growth prospects also will be considered,
he said.

Gore

Afghanistan kidnappings: The kidnap-
pers of three U.N. election workers in Af-
ghanistan claimed Wednesday a deal for
their release soon could be reached, even as
the United States indicated it would not free
jailed militants in return.

A Taliban splinter group says 26 prison-
ers, some of them in Guantanamo Bay, must
be freed if it is to spare the lives of the three
foreigners, who were abducted 13 days ago
in the Kabul.

Military officials in Afghanistan have de-
clined to say whether they will release any
suspects. But visiting U.S. Deputy Secretary
of State Richard Armitage said there was lit-
tle room for maneuver.

“I pray for the safety of those who are
held hostage,” Armitage told reporters in
Kabul. “But having said that, it is the United
States’ view that negotiating with hos-

£ with hostage-tal

g
ers, only encourages more.”

Pakistan nuclear scientist: Pakistan’s Su-
preme Court on Wednesday dismissed a pe-

tition against the detention of disgraced nu-
clear scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan after he
submitted a letter saying he was being
“looked after well.”

Khan has been under virtual house arrest
in Islamabad since a scandal broke in De-
cember over his alleged black market deal-
ings that supplied nuclear weapons technol-
ogy to Iran, North Korea and Libya.

‘A friend of Khan's, Hussam-ul Haq, had
petitioned the court, and has claimed that
the scientist was in poor health and recently
suffered a mild heart attack — denied by Pa-
kistani authorities.

North Korea nuclear crisis: U.S. experts
briefed NATO allies Wednesday on interna-
tional efforts to curb North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions.

NATO officials in Brussels, Belgium, de-
clined to give details of the confidential
briefing.

They stressed the alliance was not direct-
ly involved in efforts to persuade North
Korea to drop its nuclear weapons program,
but said the U.S. briefing reflected NATO’s
growing role as a forum for exchanges of po-
litical information between Europe and
North America.

Business

Imprisoned
ing mogul Martha Stewart has asked the
company she founded,
Martha Stewart Living
Omnimedia Inc., to re-
imburse her for $3.7
million in legal bills.
The company dis-
closed the request in a
regulatory filing Tues-

ay.
The $3.7 million fig-
ure applies to Stewart's
defense on a single

criminal count — a
Stewart  Charge  that  she
propped up the compa-

ny’s stock price, and therefore her own
wealth, in 2002 by declaring her innocence
in a personal stock scandal.

A federal judge threw out that count be-
fore it went to a jury.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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U.S. forces control 70 percent of Fallujah

Most insurgents
believed to be gone;
Iraqis find ‘hostage
slaughterhouses’

BY EDWARD HARRIS
The Associated Press

FALLUJAH, Irag — U.S. forces cor-
nered insurgents Wednesday in a narrow
strip of Fallujah after a stunningly swift ad-
vance that seized control of 70 percent of
the militant stronghold. An Iraqi general
said troops found “hostage slaughterhous-
es” where foreign captives had been killed.

The abandoned houses had hostages’
documents, CDs showing captives being
killed, and black clothing worn by mili-
tants in videos, Maj. Gen. Abdul Qader Mo-
hammed Jassem Mohan said.

But it appeared none of the at least nine
foreigners still in kidnappers’ hands — in-
cluding two Americans — were found.
Mohan said he did not know which hostag-
es’ documents were uncovered.

The speed of the U.S. drive in Fallujah
may indicate that most Sunni fighters and
their leaders abandoned the city before the
offensive and moved elsewhere to carry on
the fight, officers said.

Refugees from Fallujah reach a U.S. Marine
Fallujah, Iraq. Residents reported heavy clashes and artillery shelling in the Jolan and

Jumhuriya neighborhoods, along the central
Jumhuriya, with dogs hovering around them,

checkpoint Wednesday on the outskirts of

highway. Dead bodies lay on the streets of
witnesses said. Residents said they were

running out of food in a city that had its electricity cut two days ago.

atleast 18 people killed in fighting Wednes-
day, including a US. soldier and a foreign
clamped an imme-

The most notorious Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi, is believed to have fled
the city.

Al-Jazeera television broadcast a video-
tape Wednesday with a militant group
clalmmg to have captured 20 Iragi soldiers
in Fallujah.

Men wearing Iraqi uniforms were
shown with their backs to the camera. A
masked militant read a statement on the
tape, but the Qatar-based station did not
carry the audio.

The station said the militants promised
not to kill the prisoners shown on the tape
but threatened to kill others captured in
the future. The videotape showed armed
men pointing rifles toward men wearing
Iragi National Guard uniforms. The faces
of the uniformed men were not visible.

Al-Jazeera said 20 guardsmen had been
captured, but the camera panned so quick-
ly it was difficult to verify the number. It
appeared only about a dozen were visible.

Mohan, the head of the 2,000 Iraqi troops
involved in Fallujah, said insurgents were
still trying to escape encirclement. People
were seen trying to swim across the Euph-
rates River, Mohan said at a press confer-
ence alongside Lt. Gen. John F. Sattler, the
commanding general of the 1st Marine Ex-
peditionary Force.

Many of the remaining fighters have
asked to surrender, government spokes-
man Thair al-Nageeb told reporters. He
said Iraqi authorities “will extend amnes-
ty” to those who have not committed major
crimes.

Mohan vowed to finish uprooting Sunni
gunmen, pointing to guemlla slayings of
Iraqi security forces in the past. “For this,
the Iraqi armed forces don’t want revenge,
but they want to get rid of insurgents, the
evil, the murderers,” he said.

Armed men kidnapped three relatives of
Iraql Prime Minister Ayad Allawi — his
cousin, the cousin’s wife and their daugh-
ter-in-law — from their Baghdad home
Tuesday night, al-Naqeeb said. A militant
group calling itself Ansar al-Jihad claimed
in a Web posting to be holding them threat-
ened to behead them in 48 hours unless the
Fallujah siege is lifted. The claim’s authen-
ticity could not be verifies.

Insurgent violence sharpened across cen-

diate curfew on the northern city of Mosul
as U.S. and Iraqi forces clashed with gun-
men there.

Still, U.S. and Iraqi troops were pushing
ahead in Fallujah.

Maj. Francis Piccoli, of the 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force, said U.S. forces now
control 70 percent of the city and had
pushed insurgents into a narrow section
flanking the main east-west highway bisect-
ing the city.

He said troops would move on that strip
of territory Wednesday.

“The heart of the city
is what’s in focus now,”
he said.

At least 71 militants

&k /[T]he Iraqi armed
forces don’t want

for weeks that they invade Fallujah to re-es-
tablish government control.

“That's probably why we’ve been able to
move as fast as we have,” said one officer
from the Army’s 1st Cavalry Division, who
asked not to be named.

About 100 men, women and children
made their way to American positions in
the south of the city and gave themselves
up Wednesday, an officer from the Army’s
1st Cavalry Division said.

Most of Fallujah’s 200,000 to 300,000 resi-
dents are believed to have fled the city be-
fore the U.S. assault. Civilian casualties in
the attack are not known, though U.S. com-
manders say they be-
lieve they are low.

If reports that most
gunmen fled the city are
true, it indicated that

have been killed as of the 0 y while the new offensive
beginning of the third revenge, but they may cost the insurgency
day of intense urban com- want to get rid its strongest bastion, the
bat, the military said. As . fighters will seek to con-
of Tuesday night, 10 U.S. of msurgents, tinue their campaign of
troops and two members . violence elsewhere.

of the Iragi security forc- the evil, In Mosul, the curfew

es were reported killed.
Marine reports Wednes-
day said 25 American
troops and 16 Iragi sol-
diers were wounded.

Sattler visited the bat-
tlefield Wednesday wit
an Iraqi general and said the insurgents in
Fallujah are in disarray.

“We are very comfortable with where
we are,” he said.

Lt. Gen. Thomas Metz, the top U.S. com-
mander in Iraq, said Tuesday he believed
the most wanted militant leader, Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi, had escaped Fallujah.
He predicted “several more days of tough
urban fighting” in the city.

As Metz did on Tuesday, Sattler refused
to confirm how many U.S. or Iraqi troops
have died during the Fallujah operation,
saying only “they would be catalogued as
light at this time.”

“I want to wait a few more days before
we let the enemy know how ineffective, or
possible effective, their tactics have been,”
Sattler said.

Most insurgents likely fled the city be-
fore the assault began so they could fight
elsewhere, officers said Wednesday. Iraqi

tral and northern Iraq on with

and U.S. had been warning

the murderers. ¥y
Iraqgi Maj. Gen. Abdul
Qader Mohammed

came after a series of
clashes including two at-
tacks against American
military  convoys, U.S.
Capt. Angela Bowman
said. A foreign contrac-
tor was killed in one of
the attacks, Bowman said, without giving
details.

In Baghdad — where Allawi this week
lmposed a nighttime curfew for the first
time in a year — a car bomb exploded, tar-
geting a police patrol in the eastern Zaytou-
na neighborhood. Ten people were Killed
and 15 others wounded, police officer
Qahtan Jumaygh said.

Six people were killed and four others
wounded during clashes between U.S. sol-
diers and insurgents in Latifiyah, south of
Baghdad. A bomb killed six Iraqi soldiers
in northern Ira

A US. soldier was killed and another
wounded by a roadside bomb north of
Baghdad on Wednesday, and another was
Killed by a gun attack on a patrol in Bagh-
dad, the military said. At least 14 Ameri-
cans have been killed in attacks outside Fal-
lujah since Monday.

Contributing to Ihls repork were Stars and Slr\pes‘
isa Burges ed Press writers Jim
near Falluj an Tlnl Tran, Sameer N. Yace

lariam Fam, Sabah JEFQES Katarina Kramvac and

Maggie Michael in Baghdac

Jassem Mohan

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,145 mem-
bers of the U.S. military have died since
the beginning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated Press
count. At least 877 died as a result of hos-
tile action, the Defense Department
said. The figures include three military
civilians.

The AP count is six higher than the
Defense Department’s tally, last updat-
ed at 10 am. Tuesday.

The British military has reported 74
deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11;
Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Denmark,
El Salvador, Hungary and Latvia have
reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,007 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 768
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-
tary:

B Two soldiers were killed Tuesday
in a mortar attack in Mosul, Iraq.

M Three soldiers were killed Tuesday
in combat in Fallujah, Iraq.

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

W Marine Staﬁ" Sgt. David G. Ries, 29,
Clark, Wash.; killed Monday when his
vehicle hit an explosive west of Fallu-
jah; assigned to the Marine Corps Re-
serve, 6th Engineer Support Battalion,
4th Force Service Support Group, Port-
land, Ore.

W Army Spc. Quoc Binh Tran, 26, Mis-
sion Viejo, Calif; killed Sunday when an
explosive detonated near his convoy in
Baghdad; assigned to the National
Guard, 181st Support Battalion, San Ber-
nardino, Calif.

W Army Spc. Bryan L. Freeman, 31,
Lumberton, N.J; killed Monday when
he came under fire while searching a ve-
hicle in Baghdad; assigned to the 443rd
Civil Affairs Battalion, Army Reserve,
‘Warwick, R.I.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Jeffrey Lam, 22,
New York; died Monday after a nonhos-
tile vehicle accident in Anbar province,
Irag; assigned to the Marine Corps Re-
serve, 6th Communications Battalion,
4th Force Service Support Group, New
York.

lArmy Staff Sgt. Clinton Lee Wis-
dom, 39, Atchison, Kan., and Army Spc.
Don A. Clary, 21, Troy, Kan.; killed Mon-
day when a car bomb detonated near
their convoy in Baghdad; assigned to
the National Guard, Battery B, 2nd Bat-
talion, 130th Field Artillery, Horton,
Kan.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Branden P.
Ramey, 22, Belvidere, IIl., Marine Cpl.
Nathaniel T. Hammond 24, Tulsa,
OKla., and Marine Lance Cpl. Shane K.
O'Donnell, 24, DeForest, Wis.; killed
Monday in Babil province, Iraq: as-
signed to the Marine Corps Reserve,
2nd Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment,
4th Marine Division, Chicago.
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Insurgents seen
fleeing Fallujah

prior to

BY JIM KRANE
The Associated Press

NEAR FALLUJAH, Iraq — The
rapid U.S. advance into Fallujah
may be coming at the expense of
one of the operation’s chief goals:
to capture or kill as many insur-
gents as possible.

itary reports show that small
bands of guerrillas, with no more
than 15 members each, fled the
city in the days and weeks before
the U.S. onslaught — which was
widely telegraphed by public state-
ments and media reports.

“That's probably why we've
been able to move as fast as we
have,” one officer from the Army’s
1st Cavalry Division, who asked
not to be named, said Wednesday.

Tnsurgencies typically succeed
by avoiding face-to-face battles
with stronger military forces. In-
stead, they harass troops by atta
ing their weak points. The guerril-
las who fled Fallujah may simply
be repositioning themselves to con-
tinue the fight elsewhere, the offic-
er said.

The development may mean the
world’s most powerful army is
chasing a smaller band of rebels
than previously thought. Before
the assault, the 1st Cavalry estimat-
ed 1,200 guerrillas were holed up
inside the city, with as many as
2,000 more in nearby towns and vil-
lages. It is still unclear how many
are left inside or have been killed.

U.S. military leaders, including
Marine Maj. Gen. Richard Naton-
ski, and Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi long telegraphed the news
that the Fallujah assault was immi-
nent, and insurgents inside the city
were able to learn of U.S. troops ar-
riving from elsewhere in Iraq to
take positions around the city.

“We gave them so much fair
warning that the only ones who
stayed had a death wish,” the offic-
er said.

There have been unconfirmed
reports that two top guerrilla lead-
ers, Sheik Abdullah al-Janabi and
Omar Hadid, have been killed.

But the officer said prominent
rebel leaders and fighters are
thought to have fled the city, leav-

attack

ing behind defenders willing to
fight to the death.

Planners of the assault wanted
to prevent a repeat of April’s failed
Marine siege on Fallujah, where
rebels left the city to mount attacks
on U.S. bases outside the city and
were able to resupply themselves
with manpower and weapons.

This time, planners brought in
the 1st Cavalry’s 2nd Brigade,
which cut bridges and choked off
routes into and out of the city, trap-
ping fighters inside. The brigade is
also chasing insurgents outside Fal-
lujah who are attacking U.S. bases
and checkpoints.

There is little evidence that
shows guerrillas who fled the city
are now mounting attacks on U.S.
bases or supply lines, the officer
said. Instead, attacks have cropped
up in Baghdad and elsewhere, he

aid.

Fallujah’s defenses have crum-
bled faster than U.S. analysts pre-
pared for, with resistance lighter
than expected. Intelligence shows
fighters’ defenses in disarray, com-
mand and control networks broken
down, with bands of three to five
guerrillas fighting for self-preser-
vation rather than as part of a larg-
er force.

U.S. forces have been moving re-
lentlessly south inside Fallujah,
through two of the three rings of
rebel defenses. The fighters, main-
1y local Sunni Muslims with a few
foreigners among them, are being
bottled up in Fallujah's sparse
southern neighborhoods. Those
neighborhoods were coming under
heavy US. air bombardment
Wednesday.

Some have already managed to
surrender. At a prison camp on the
main U.S. base outside Fallujah,
troops dropped off more than a
dozen men and boys. Most were
wearing traditional Arab dish-
dasha robes, including the black
robes the mililary describes as
characteristic of the insurgents.

Inside the prison, Marine guards
could be seen escorting Iragi pris-
oners in orange jump suits, some
in leg cuffs, among cells and an in-
take center where prisoners are
photographed, fingerprinted and
registered.
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AP photos

Above: An armored U.S. military
vehicle passes near a burning oil
pipeline on the outskirts of Fallu-
jah, Irag, on Wednesday. Insur-
gents set off the fire using rock-
et-propelled grenades Tuesday
night. Left: Marines of the 1st
Division use a holt cutter to take
off the handcuffs of an Iraqi at a
makeshift military hospital in Fallu-
jah on Wednesday. The Iraqi was
found after being kidnapped 10
days ago in Baghdad’s suburb of
Abu Ghraib. The Marines believe
he was used as a human shield.

Taking city, allaying Phantom fears

BY ROBERT H. REID
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Fighting is fierce, or maybe it’s not,
in “Operation Phantom Fury,” or perhaps “Operation
Al-Fajr,” which was launched this week to wrest con-
trol of Fallujah from Iraqi insurgents — or maybe for-
eign terrorists.

Politics and military necessity have produced wide-
ly different pictures of the fighting in Fallujah, which
began in earnest Monday night when about 6,500 U.S.
soldiers and Marines and an estimated 2,000 Iragi
troops stormed into the insurgent sanctuary.

Anxious to avoid a repeat of the failed siege of the
city in April, the U.S. command has thrown about
three times as many lroops into the fight this time,
along with an array of sophisticated weaponry that in-
cludes tanks, artillery, AC-130 gunships, attack heli-
copters and jets.

The fighting in Fallujah, however, presents a major
dilemma for the interim Iraqi government, anxious to
win legitimacy among the country’s nearly 26 million
people and to prepare for elections by the end of Janu-

ary.

On the one hand, the government cannot tolerate a
situation where a city of 300,000, which sits astride
major land routes to Jordan and Svna, is in the hands

of gunmen believed responsible for car bombings, kid-
nappings and beheadings.

However, the Iraqi government does not want to ap-
pear as “collaborators” with an American force bom-
barding a Sunni Arab city at a time when the Sunni
nority feels threatened by its longtime Shiite rivals.
Some, perhaps many, Iraqi Sunnis consider Fallujah
the symbol of Iraqi resistance to foreign domination.

Hence, Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, a Shiite, has
gone out ‘of his way to present the fight for Fallluah as
a largely Iraqi operation — with the Americans play-
ing a supporting role.

Before the battle, American officers privately esti-
mated there were up to 5,000 insurgents in Fallujah —
80 percent of them Iraqis and the rest foreign fighters.
Iraqi officials have portrayed the percentage as close
to the reverse, with masses of foreign fighters support-
ed by Saddam Hussein loyalists and criminals.

When the operation against Fallujah began, the U.S.
military referred to it as “Operation Phantom Fury.”
The Iraqis called it “Operation Al-Fajr,” or Dawn, em-
blematic of a new day for Fallujah’s people.

U.S. commanders and staff officers running the op-
eration said they’d never heard of “Operation Al-Fajr”
until the top U.S. commander here, Gen. George
Casey, picked up on the term. From then on, “Phan-
tom Fury” vanished.

Marine, hurt in Iraq, reunites with family, attends daughter’s funeral

BY TARA BURGHART
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — A Marine badly wounded
in Iraq just days before his wife gave birth
to quintuplets has been reunited with his
family, a military official said.

Marine reservist Sgt. Joshua Horton, 28,
had been recovering at the National Naval
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., from
shrapnel wounds suffered four days before
his wife, Taunacy, gave birth Oct. 11.

His right leg in a cast and using a walker,
Horton returned to his Oswego, Ill., home
Wednesday night, Maj. Rick Coates, a
spokesman for Horton’s Chicago-based
unit, the 2nd Battalion 24th Marine Regi-
ment, said Monday. He was “extremely
happy to be home,” the spokesman said.

On Friday, he attended a funeral for one
of the infants, a girl named Addyson, who
died Oct. 30. “It was a very moving, heart-
felt ceremony,” Coates said.

Edward Hospital spokesman Brian

Davis said the family has requested the hos-
pital not release information on the condi-
tion of the surviving babies — two girls and
two boys.

Family spokeswoman Chelsea Fife said
the infants are “all beautiful and healthy
and growing strong,” but refused to release
more details about them or Horton’s re-
turn.

The babies were born at 26 weeks, each
weighing less than 2 pounds. The Hortons
have two other children, 7 and 5.

The couple had decided after the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks that one of them
should volunteer for duty, family members
have said. Horton had previously been in
the Marines; his wife was in the Navy.

Horton was already training when they
found out his wife was pregnant with
quints; she’d been taking fertility drugs. He
was injured in an explosion south of Bagh-
dad.

Horton is on 30-day medical leave and
can then decide if he needs more recovery
time, wants to return to the military or
apply for a medical discharge, Coates said.
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Attempt to save wounded officer earns medals

Soldiers tried in vain to sav

platoon leader after ambush

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE MACKENZIE, Iraq —
Staff Sgt. Paul Sponsel and Sgt.
Charles Fray stood stiff and un-
smiling as the general shook their
hands and congratulated them
for their courage.

e two men, from Troop A of
the 1st Battalion, 4th Cavalry Reg-
iment, had just received the
Army Commendation Medal with
Valor for their unwavering ef-
forts under fire to save their pla-
toon leader, 1st Lt. Andrew
Huughlon after an ambush July

Sponsel 25, and Fray, 22, were
among three dozen men from the
1/4 Cavalry whom Maj. Gen.
John Batiste, the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion commander, pinned with
combat awards during a ceremo-
ny Tuesday at FOB MacKenzie,
the unit’s headquarters northeast
of Samarra.

‘Two OH-58 Kiowa Warrior heli-
copter pilots from Troop E —
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Almous
Irby, 36, and Chief Warrant Offic-
er 2 Eric Bush-

family and friends instead of on a
desolate Iraqgi road.

The new medal carries only
bad memories.

“It doesn’t change anything,”
Sponsel said, after he and others
described the actions that earned
the award. “I could care less if T
ever talk about it again.”

Houghton led two Bradley fight-
ing vehicles from Troop A’s 3rd
Platoon out of the gates at FOB
MacKenzie about 1 a.m. July 10.
Their mission: to drop off a
six-man team for a mission in the
town of Duluiyah, about eight
miles away. It was Houghton’s
first night out after returning
from rest-and-recuperation leave
with his family in Texas.

About an hour later, the Brad-
leys let the team out, then turned
at an intersection back toward
their base. Sponsel stood in the
turret of the lead vehicle, while
Houghton was in the hatch of the
trailing vehicle alongside Fray,

is gunner.

“We were talking about R&R,”
recalled Spc. Adrian Stone, 27, of
Lytle, Texas, Houghton’s driver

ha mghl “He
talking about

maker, 32 — re- & J{ doesn’t change How much fur, he

ceived Air Medals
with Valor. Other
soldiers received
Purple  Hearts,
Combat Infantry-
man Badges, and

anything. 1
could care 1ess  pagnt seen in a
if I ever talk  'ongtime

had with his fami-
ly, that he'd seen
lots of friends he

Combat Medical  ghout it again.y¥ st Fray

Badges.

For Sponsel and
Fray, the ceremo-
ny brought honor
but no joy. Hough-
ton, 25, suc-
cumbed to his inju-
ries at Walter Reed Army Hospi-
tal in Washington, D.C., a month
after the attack, never regaining
consciousness.

The soldiers took little comfort

4th Cavalry Regiment

screamed

Staff Sgt. Paul Sponsel RpG! »

Troop Aof the ~ Peering

1st Battalion, ~through his infra-
red night scope,
Fray saw a rock-
et-propelled gre-
nade race by so close he felt he
could touch it. He didn’t see who
fired it, only that it came from a
nearby rooftop. The gunner in-
stantly laid down a stream of

in knowing they saved Hough
long enough to die surrounded by

high-explosi hine-gun fire
against the enemy position.

PHOTOS BY STEVE LIEWER/Stars and Stripes
Above: From left, Spc. Adrian Stone, 27; Sgt. Charles Fray, 22; and Staff Sgt. Paul Sponsel, 25, received
Army Commendation Medals — Fray’s and Sponsel’s with Valor — for their efforts to save the life of their
platoon leader, 1st Lt. Andrew Houghton, after an ambush on their Bradley fighting vehicles in Duliuyah,
Iraq, on July 10. Houghton died of hi ries a month later. Below: Fray and Sponsel got tattoos on their
arms: crosses adorned with the initials of two lost comrades, Houghton and Pfc. Nicholas Blodgett.
Houghton and Blodgett died last summer in rocket-propelled grenade attacks on their convoys. Fray and
Sponsel both received Army Commendation Medals with Valor for their efforts to save Houghton.

It surprised him that Houghton
didn’t immediately shout orders
over the radio. When Fray looked
over, he saw the officer had
slumped in the turret, his chin
tucked in the right side of his
chest. Shining a flashlight into his
face, he saw that a piece of shrap-
nel from the RPG had penetrated
Houghton’s face around the left
eye. He was bleeding badly.

Fray grabbed the radio mike
from Houghton’s hand and report-
ed that the platoon leader was
“bleeding out.”

“I just knew we had to get out
of there,” Fray said.

SEE HEROES ON PAGE 6

1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment pilots receive honors

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD  OPERATING  BASE
MACKENZIE, Iraq — Though all soldiers
in Iraq face danger, only a few win awards
for bravery.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Almous Irby,
who flies an OH-58D Kiowa Warrior heli-
copter for Troop E of the 1st Squadron,
4th Cavalry Regiment, has earned a
deuce.

At a ceremony here Tuesday north of
Balad, Maj. Gen. John Batiste pinned not
one, but two, Air Medals with Valor on Ir-
by’s chest for actions in separate engage-
ments in Bagouba on April 10 and June
24. Another Troop E pilot, Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Eric Bushmaker, 32, also re-
ceived the award for his wnduct on April
10 in what they are calling “Battle of
Bagouba.”

“It’s kind of a surprise, but it feels good,
obviously,” said Irby, 36, of Neptune, N.J.
“It doesn’t remind you of a happy event.”

During the uprising, ground forces from
the 1st Infantry Division’s 1st Battalion,
6th Field Artillery called on the two-seat
Kiowas — attached to the unit as a
quick-reaction force — about 2:30 p.m. to
flush out a group of enemy fighters
crouched in a palm tree grove.

The ground troops had planned to chal-
lenge the guerrillas directly but couldn’t
because their main gun malfunctioned.

So the Kiowa pilots flew one pass after
another directly into the fierce ground
fire. They maneuvered while firing the
mounted .50-caliber machine guns as well
as aiming hand-held M4 rifles straight
down out the helicopters’ open windows,

'SEE HONORS ON PAGE 7

Chief Warrant
Officer 3 Almous
Irby, 36, of
Neptune, N.J., was
awarded two Air
Medals with Valor
Tuesday for two
battles with
insurgents in
Baqouba, Iraq. He
pilots an OH-58D
Kiowa Warrior
helicopter for
Troop E of the 1st
Infantry

Division’s 1st
Squadron, 4th
Cavalry Regiment.
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Sgt. Charles Fray, 22, Troop A, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment,
received an Army Commendation Medal with Valor.

Heroes: Medals tainted by
loss of 1st Lit. Houghton

HEROES, FROM PAGE 5

Sponsel, now in command,
could hear the report. But his
radio failed at that moment, mak-
ing it impossible for him to give
orders. His gunner, Pfc. Calvin
Perry, shouted over the roar of
the Bradleys’ en-
gines for them to
leave the city fast.

&kt was a surreal

ington.

For the rest of the night, 3rd
Platoon waited restlessly.

“It was a surreal feeling, like it
didn’t happen,” Fray said. “But
we all had blood on us.”

The soldiers talked quietly
among themselves, not sure what
to do next.

“There was no
sleeping. Just a

They raced four ” il 4 lot of sitting and
milestoaspotout-  1€€ling, like it kg pray
side the city, i’ y said.

where a medevac didn’t hap pen. “And lot of pray-

helicopter could
pick up the in-
jured lieutenant.
Once stopped,
they pulled him
out through the
back of the Brad-
ley and laid him
on the ground.

“That’s when I realized how
messed up he was,” Sponsel said.

They placed bandages on his
wound to slow the bleeding, and
Perry inserted an intravenous
line.” Over the radio, Sponsel
learned a medevac helicopter
couldn’t get there for 20 minutes,
longer than it would take them to
get back to MacKenzie.

So they loaded Houghton back
in the Bradley, where Sponsel
stayed by his side as they raced
back to base. But because of a
communications breakdown, no
one warned the MacKenzie med-
ics.

“We put the ramp down, and I
expected to see 10 or 15 medics
there, but there was no one,”
Sponsel said.

Minutes later, a helicopter ar-
rived to take him to the hospital at
Balad Air Base. Later he was
flown to Germany, and to Wash-

But we all had
blood on us.9¥ e

Sgt. Charles Fray
Troops A, 1st Battalion,
4th Cavalry Regiment — yp o

ing,” Stone added.
Daily they read
Web  site
www.andyhough-
ton.org  Hough-
ton’s family put
give
progress reports.

On Aug. 9, the officer, still co-
matose, died of a brain hemor-
rhage. His men still are mourn-
ing.

“He was an awesome guy,”
Sponsel said. “Just because he
was an officer and went to West
Point, he didn’t put himself above
everybody else.”

“He covered his guys’ backs nu-
merous times,” Stone said. “They
always came first.”

The loss of their leader, who
was posthumously promoted to
captain, left a wound no medal
can heal.

Stone knows; he received his
Army Commendation Medal a
few weeks ago.

“Iwent and stuck it in my draw-
er. Every time I look at it, I think
of Lt Houghton dying,” Stone
said. “I just want to get this over
with and go home.”

E-mail Steve Liewer
3 Liewe

They are heroes, one and all

Other soldiers from the 1st Squadron, 4th Caval-
ry Regiment also received combat awards for ser-
vice in Iraq. They include:

Combat Infantryman Badge
M Troop A
Staff Sgt. Shawn Norman, 33, Phoenix;
Staff Sgt. Colin Pettibone, 35, Roswell, N.M.;
Sgt. Howard Hawkins, 22, Melbourne, Fla.;
Sgt. Timothy Speight, 27 Caruthersville, Mo.;
Spe. Ernie Morales, 21, Kingsport, Tenn,;
Spc. Steven Perkms 20 Steele, Ala.;
Pfc. Phillip Wroblewski 21, Schriever La.
M Troo)
Sgt 1st Class Charles Neiding, 36, Jacksonville,

Fla.
Spe. Michael Beliz,

n, N.H.;

Spc Jayson Carl.er, 21,
Alliance, Neb.;

Spc. Brian Hart, 24,
Crestline, Calif.;

Spe. Patrick Mattingly,
22, Roanoke, Va.;

Spc Ariel Quezada 26,
Phoenix;

Spc. Brandon Weather-
ford, 23, Lebanon, Tenn.

Combat Medical
Badge

Sgt. Hernandez Colon,
30, Boston

Sgt. William Rigby, 27,
Midland, Ga.

Purple Hearts

W Troop A

Staff Sgt. Metoyer Jor-
dan, 28, New Orleans;

Sgt. Mlchael Sampsell,
29, Seville, Ohio;

Spc. Donald Alden, 28,
Nacogdoches, Texas;

Spe. Derrick Lawson,
21, Spring Lake, N.

Spc. Steven Bishop, 32,
Auburn, N.Y.;

Spe. Graeme Field, 20,
Dania, Fla.;

Spe. Larry Underwood,
29, Fort Smith, Ark.

Troop B

1st Lt. Gilbert Comley, 24, Murrietta, Calif.;

Sgt. 1st Class Eric Curless, 39, Langley, Wash.;

Sgt. 1st Class Charles Neiding;

Spe. George Hoffmeister, 21, Clay Center, Neb.;

Pfc. Anthony Wong, 19, Philadelphia.

W Witchdoctor Troop

Sgt. Javier Weingart, 27, Sonara, Texas.

W 9th Engineer Battalion

Spe. Robert Stout, 21, Utila, Ohio;

Spc. Edgar Solis, 21, Oceanside, Calif.: Troop A,
1/4 Cavalry; Army Commendation Medal with
Valor

n June 29, enemy guerrillas attacked the 1/4

Cavalry Squadron supply convoy to Logistical
Support Area Anaconda in Balad with small-arms
fire. Solis was cut off from his Bradley fighting ve-
hicle and under fire but nevertheless got up and
stopped civilian traffic on the road.

While still under fire, Solis signaled the source
of fire to DeJesus and then returned fire himself.
This allowed DeJesus’ gunner to mark the enemy
position for the rest of the convoy.

Staff Sgt. Paul Sponsel, 25, Nokomis, Fla.; Troop
A, 1/4 Cavalry; Army Commendation Medal with
Valor
n July 10, “Anvil 31” — a Bradley fighting ve-
hicle carrying the platoon commander, 1st Lt.

Some heroic servicemembers have received the
Army Commendation Medal for Valor.

Instead of riding in his own Bradley, Sponsel
gave control to his driver so he could ride with
Houghton and give him medical treatment and
comfort. Once at MacKenzie, Sponsel continued to
help treat him and lift him into the medical evacua-
tion helicopter.

Houghton died one month later from his serious
wounds.

Sgt. Charles Fray, 22, Yreka, Calif.; Troop A, 1/4
Cavalry; Army Commendation Medal with Valor

ray also was involved in the ambush that mor-

tally wounded Houghton. Fray, Anvil 31’s gun-
ner, immediately returned gunfire, suppressing
the ambush and allowing his Bradley and the other
in the two-vehicle convoy to escape. Fray led his
Bradley to safety, then
helped in removing Hough-
ton from his vehicle.

His quick action and
leadership is credited with
helping Houghton survive
the attack so he could be
evacuated to a hospital,
though the officer died of
his wounds a month later.

Chief Warrant Officer 3
Almous Irby, 36, Neptune,
N.J., Troop E, 1st Squad-
ron, 4th U.S. Cavalry, 2
Air Medals with Valor

n June 24, in Bagou-
ba, Irby maneuvered
his OH-58D Kiowa War-
rior helicopter to engage
and destroy enemy forces.

He hit three enemy vehi-
cles with .50-caliber ma-
chine-gun fire and a direct
hit with rockets against in-
surgents, killing four. He
brought his aircraft home
without damage despite
enemy fire, while avoiding
both collateral damage
and noncombatant casual-
ties.

In another incident, on
April 10 in Bagouba, Irby
led a team of Kiowa War-
rior helicopters against
hostile forces at close
range. He flew directly
into enemy fire to battle
the insurgents in spite of limited fuel and low
power margins.

Irby’s aggressive actions negated the need for a
nearby ground unit to engage the enemy. His team
is credited with killing four guemllas and injuring
numerous others, without injury or damage to any
aircraft, and without U.S. casualties.

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Marc Macaspac, 36,
Oakland, Calif;; Troop E, 1st Squadron, 4th U.S.
Cavalry; Air Medal with Valor

n April 10 in Bagouba, Macaspac was part of a

team of OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters
that destroyed armed insurgents at close range,
killing four and injuring many others.

Macaspac was the first on the team to spot the
enemy troops as they ran for cover and fired at
them while continuing to help pilot the aircraft. He
did this while under enemy fire and with aircraft
weapons systems malfunctioning.

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Eric Bushmaker, 32,
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisc.; Troop E, 1st Squadron,
4th U.S. Cavalry, Air Medal with Valor

n April 10 in Bagouba, Bushmaker piloted an
‘OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopter as part of a
team that attacked and destroyed hostile insur-
gents. Four of the enemy were Killed, and many

others injured.
shot at the ill inuing to

Andrew — tool nge enemy fire
in Duluiyah. Houghton was critically wounded in
the ambush. Sponsel assumed control of Anvil 31
as well as his own Bradley.

He helped take Houghton out of his Bradley,
treated him, then prepared him for transport to the
unit’s headquarters at Forward Operating Base
MacKenzie.

help pilot the aircraft while under enemy fire and
with the aircraft’s weapons systems malfunction-
ng.
Did members of your unit receive awards for Valor o other
combat awards durin ration Iragi Freedom or
Gaaration Endring Frbsdom? Stors and St Aes wauld e
to tell your story. Contact Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Honored for his efforts Honors: Recognizing their actions

HONORS, FROM PAGE 5

swooping in as low as 20 feet. A set of power
lines in front of the grove made the attacks
more treacherous.

“It was a standing firefight,” Irby said.
“As soon as one aircraft would peel off, the
second would come in right behind.”

The battle lasted about 25 minutes, until
the rifle fire stopped. Ground troops later
found four insurgents dead in the grove,
and blood trails indicating many others had
been wounded. No one in the helicopters
was injured, and none of the Kiowas had a
single-bullet hole.

“There was no hesitation. We just went
right to work,” Irby said. “Later, when we
realized how close they’d gotten to us and
none of us got hurt, it was pretty surrealis-
tic.”

The Battle of Bagouba was the first real
;‘f:r‘ft’y‘“mfé’:e:rmp E, but there would be o\t o rrant Officer 2 Eric Bushmaker,

On June 24, Irby was again on the 32, Troop E, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry
quick-reaction force. Near Forward Operat. Regiment, received the Air Medal with Valor
ing Base Gabe in Bagouba, one of the 1stIn- ~ for actions April 10 in Baqouba, Iraq.
fantry Division’s unmanned aerial vehicles . . :
spotted individuals handing out weapons bit: Tracking down a van that had driven
from a van. away from the house, he hovered low and

Irby and his wingman tracked down the StoPPed the vehicle. The van held a couple

. . and three children — innocents whose
Z&)‘;‘E‘; ‘ahte ST;X) e&‘;_"?ﬂf‘;};ﬁ,‘?ﬁ;‘:iiﬁﬂ house apparently had been commandeered
tered. Some of them ran inside and bogan TR U S EREG o gy
f‘t":‘}‘lg Tifles and rocket-propelled grenades 4 Bushmaker say they realize bravery in
a v; °";;5; st lay the h combat isn’t just the kind of guts and glory
‘e couldn’t just lay waste to the house,  portrayed in the movies.

PHOTOS BY STEVE LIEWER/Stars and Stripes

Maj. Gen. John Batiste, commander of the 1st Infantry Division, pins an Army because we didn’t know if innocents were  Poayed i N
Commendation Medal with Valor on the uniform of Staff Sgt. Paul Sponsel, 25, of the  inside,” Irby said. Sdlg";ﬁiﬁ;ﬂ‘;ﬂ;@’;&e‘f&‘f dYoE‘r‘z’J‘L‘;?‘:ﬁ;
1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment. Sponsel earned the medal for his efforts to save But he shot up all three vehicles outside  busy to think about anything else.”

the life of his platoon leader, 1st Lt. Andrew Houghton, after their patrol was ambushed with his .50-caliber machine gun and killed ¢ i steve Liewer at

July 10. Houghton was promoted to captain following his death Aug. 9. four guerrillas outside with a direct rocket  liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Wieshaden ceremony honors
warfighters past and present

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany — A
ceremony Wednesday at Wies-
baden Army Airfield gave a sa-
lute to American veterans.

A Veterans Day ceremony on
Minue Field honored 1st Ar-
mored Division and 1st Infantry
Division troops for their fight
against terror, and remembered
veterans of past conflicts.

“There’s really been a turn
around since the [Persian] Gulf
War, where we value our mili-
tary,” said Joe Mulligan, a Gulf
War veteran and commander of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 27 in Wiesbaden.

“After Vietnam, where there
were no welcome home ceremo-
nies, [the veterans] were derided
by the public, spit on ... You can
really see how they’re taking care
of the soldiers now.”

During the ceremony, Mulligan
recalled a parade he went to as a
child in Ohio. His father, a World
War II veteran, marched through
the parade route in his small town
of Athens, while, in Mulligan’s
6-year-old mind, more people
watched than the town could even
hold.

He said that day — with march-
ing veterans from past wars, men
and women of .S. armed
forces in passing cars and proud
family members lining the streets
— remains etched in his memory.

But, he said each year the cele-

Veterans salute during the playing of the national anthem at the 1st

Armored Division Veterans Day

bration dwindled more and more
until it was near extinction.

Now, as he looked across the
wet parade field, with eight tanks
enclosing an honor platoon, color
guard and the U.S. Army Europe
brass quintet, Mulligan said this
Veterans Day ceremony was a
“class act.”

Maj. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey,
1st AD commander, followed Mul-
ligan and explained how Veter-
ans Day would never be the same
for the men and women on the pa-
rade field who fought and now
prepare to head back into harm’s
way.

“In this current conflict, you

y in on

are what terrorizes the terrorist,”
a proud Dempsey said from
under the flag pole on the Minue
Parade Field. He explained that
Jjust several months earlier these
troops were in the pit of the
enemy sanctuary. Now, that same
place is becoming a haven for the
people of Iraq who want peace.

Gen. H. H. Arnold High School
Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps students presented
wreaths to both divisions in honor
of troops who died during Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. Another
wreath was presented to Demp-
sey for the sacrifice all veterans
have made.

E- a Inigo
|n|qm@mﬂll St pesosd.mil
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Spc. Anthony Cabrera, of Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
141st Signal Battalion, salutes after placing a flag in front of a marker
representing World War Il during the Veterans Day ceremony at Wies-
baden Army Airfield, Germany, on Wednesday. A flag was placed for all
conflicts fought by the U.S. military since World War | at the ceremony.

Computer-simulated drills prep SETAF for Afghan mission

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOHR, Germany — The com-
mand staffs from the Southern European
Task Force and supporting units that will
deploy to Afghanistan early next year will
do so with some realistic, high-tech train-
ing under their belts.

The command staffs and some soldiers
from the units that will comprise Com-
bined Joint Task Force 76 went through
several computer-simulated scenarios re-
lated to the country’s provincial elections
slated for next year.

The weeklong exercise at Grafenwohr
Training Area, which ended Tuesday, sim-
ulated 10 days in Afghanistan, according to
Staff Sgt. Rick Scavetta, a task force spokes-
man.

“[The scenarios] involve enemy move-
ment designed to disrupt our operations,”
said Capt. Raymond Mattox, plans officer
for the 1st Brigade, 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, based at Fort Bragg, N.C. The bri-
gade, along with two rotating battalions of
Marines, make up Task Force Devil and
will augment SETAF for Combined Joint
Task Force 76, Mattox said.

“We have to figure out what we want to
do and what the enemy will do to try to stop
us,” Mattox said.

The exercise also included several
role-playing reporters, and exercise partici-
pants had to conduct press conferences
and interviews as if the simulated events
happening on their computer screens were

RAY-JOHN RAMOS/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

U.S. Army Chaplain (Capt.) Iraheem Raheem of the 127th Aviation Support Battalion, left,
plays the role of a Muslim religious leader with Chaplain (Col.) Charles Bailey, with Com-
bined Joint Task Force 76, Monday during the Southern European Task Force's training

exercise at Grafenwdhr Training Area.

real.

“Qur primary focus is to make sure we
set up the Afghanistan people for success,”
said 1st Brigade Command Sgt. Maj. Tho-
‘mas Capel. Although his remarks were re-
lated to the scenarios in the exercise, they
also were fitting to what the task force
hopes to accomplish in Afghanistan.

The Afghans “will be the ones raising

the Afghamstan ﬂag and saying: ‘This is
my country,””

The tempo of lhe exercise scenarios was
designed to be significantly more intense
than the tempo of real-world events in Af-
ghanistan likely would be.

“There is no part of this headquarters sll-

John Sterling, the task force deputy com-
mander.

“[U.S. Army Europe and the 7th Army
Training Command] have done a great job
of putting together all the people and
things needed to provide us realistic train-
ing.”

Although the scenarios are simulated
with some physical interaction with role
players, Sterling said the exercise makes
the staff members think about how they
would handle such situations if they were
to come up in the Afghanistan rotation next

year.

“We are getting exposed to these chal-
lenges here, so we don’t have to face them
for the first time downrange,” Sterling
said.

“After this training is over, we will defi-
nitely feel like we have been in Afghani-
stan for at least a week,” task force Com-
mand Sgt Maj. Iuniasolua Savusa said on

Soldlers currently deployed to Afghani-
stan went to Grafenwohr to share their
real-world experiences.

“This [exercise] is win-win for every-
body,” said Lt. Col. Steve Tableman, chief
of Civil Military Operations for CJTF-76.
He deployed to Afghanistan in August with

the 360th Civil fairs Brigade (Airborne)
based at Fort Jackson, S.C.

“We are sharing the lessons learned
from the soldiers who are already down-
range, and there is also an exchange of
good ideas from SETAF that we can take
back with us.”

ting back wondering when
going {0 happen to them, said Brig. Gen.

E-mail Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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New rule allows carry over of 120 days of leave

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — U.S.
servicemembers on the front lines are get-
ting a break on their growing leave time.

Anew Defense Department rule lets mil-
itary personnel carry over 120 days of
leave — 30 days more than previously al-
lowed — across fiscal years. The new regu-
lation, which went into effect less than two
weeks ago, applies to all branches of ser-
vice.

The Navy put out a memo Oct. 29 ex-
plaining the changes.

“This is a good opportunity to the sailor
that lhey don't lose the leave that they've
earned,” said Lt.j.g. Kyle Raines, a spokes-
man for the Navy’s Chief of Naval Person-
nel in Washington, D.C. “It recognizes the
arduous duty and the commit-

the books. There are about 150,000 troops
in Iraq and about 20,000 soldiers in Afghan-
istan. In addition, the Navy has dispatched
ships on short-notice deployments in the
past year.

A servicemember with too much leave
can get into a use-or-lose situation if they

ntinu ing time off without tak-

ment that they’re under.”

American troops have deployed often in
the last three years, making it difficult for
some to take all the time off they have on

ing a break. Troops earn 30 days’ leave
each year.

Eligible personnel who want to carry
their leave to the next fiscal year must re-

quest it from their command. Requests
must be submitted no later than the end of
the first quarter of the following fiscal
year.

Military members must keep an eye on
their leave so that they can make the re-
quest, if they choose, officials warn.

“The onus is on the sailor to let the com-
‘mand know this,” said Lt. Spencer Cook, as-
sistant for military pay and compensation,
chief of naval personnel.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

VEW holding online auction for scholarship funds

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars is holding
an online auction to raise money
for scholarships for the children
and grandchildren of veterans,
and the items up for grabs are a
far cry from the usual gift baskets
offered during fund-raisers.

The auction, which is open
through Nov. 16 on Mission Fish,
eBay’s nonprofit counterpart, is

offering items including a 2004
‘World Series ball cap, acommem-
orative pin and ticket stubs from
this year’s series-ending Game 4,
with bidding at $100 as of Wednes-
day morning.

At $500, there is an NASCAR
trunk lid and spoiler from U.S.
Army/VFW’s  Pontiac,  auto-
graphed by driver Jerry Nadeau.
An official NFL game football au-
tographed by the Kansas City
Chiefs’ star running back Priest
Holmes, meanwhile, has bidding

that starts at $250. But there were
no bidders as of early Wednes-
day.

For people whose pockets may
not be quite so deep, there is a
2003 New England Patriots Con-
ference champs T-shirt, with bid-
ding beginning at $20. Again, no
bidders yet as of Wednesday.

But not all the items are
sports-related: the auction has a
Lord of the Rings DVD, auto-
graphed by Sean Astin, the actor
who played Hobbit Samwise Gam-

gee, with bids at $100 on Wednes-
day.

The auction is also offering
David McCullough's biography of
former President John Adams, au-
tographed by the now-deceased
author, with the bid as of Wednes-
day at $100.

The three Veteran's Tribute
Scholarships are earmarked for
children and grandchildren, ages
16 to 18, of all branches, including
active duty, Reserves and Nation-
al Guard, and are worth $3,000,

$5,000 or $10,000. The winners
will be chosen based on personal
academic achievement, family
VFW involvement and their par-
ent’s or grandparent’s military

service.
The deadline for applying for

the scholarships is Dec. 31.

Tn access the auction site, go to:

://members.ebay.com/ws2/eBay-
ISAPI dII’vlewuservage&userld-vfwon
Fur more \nlurmancn on scholarships,
10 to: www.vfw.or
E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Gone but now, never forgotten

On Veterans Day, memorials provide comfort to families of [raq war dead

BY CHELSEA J. CARTER
The Associated Press

Gregg Garvey sat on his porch,
clutching a photograph of his son
and trying to come to terms with
the news the 23-year-old soldier
was killed in an ambush in Irag.
The father sat for hours, his
cheeks wet with tears, staring at a
flagpole in the yard of his Key-

stone Heights, Fla., home. He
wondered how he would survive
the overwhelming grief, and how
many other parents had the same
empty feeling.

Slowly, an image began to
come to him, the image of a monu-
ment at the base of the flagpole.
Then it became clearer: It was a
statue of a field cross — a sol-
dier’s helmet atop a downturned
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M-16. He could see his son’s
name, Army Sgt. Justin “Hobie”
Garvey, on it. Then he could see
more monuments with more
names.

“I just looked at the picture of
Hobie,” recalls the 50-year-old fa-
ther, “and said, ‘Hobie, we've got
alot of work to do.””

As the country honors its mili-
tary men and women this Veter-

e F2IC
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ans Day, for many it will be a
time to recall the ultimate sacri-
fice of the more than 1,100 troops
killed in Iraq. Across the country,
communities, friends and family
members like Gregg Garvey are
creating scores of special memori-

s.
There are streets, buildings,

even a ship and a mountain peak

renamed for fallen soldiers.

In honor of his son, killed July
20, 2003, near Tal Afar, Iraq,
Gregg Garvey has pledged to
erect a bronze field cross statue
in the hometown of every soldier
killed in Irag.

To date, Garvey's project,
‘www.lesttheybeforgotten.com,
has raised enough money through
donations and the sales of flags
for seven statues, at a cost of
$7,500 each.

“Everybody deals with grief
their own way. I'm not going to
dwell on what could have been.
My son would not have wanted me
to feel sorry for myself,” Garvey
said. “It's going to work. I just hit
50 years old. My grandfather just
turned 100 this year. I have anoth-
er 50 years to get this done.”

Across the country, other new
memorials appear in varied
types, but all stir deep feelings.

In Dartmouth, Mass., outside
the town hall, officials dedicated
a black granite bench inscribed
with the name of Army Sgt. Peter
Enos, who was killed in April
2003 in Bayji when his patrol vehi-
cle was hit by a rocket-propelled
grenade.

Deborah Enos, 59, and her hus-
band, Gerald, attended the dedica-
tion of the bench.

She knows one day she will be
able to visit the bench without
such an overwhelming sense of

Gregg Garvey of
Heights, Fla., looks at the Iraq war
field cross he created after his
23-year-old son Army Sgt. Justin
“Hobie” Garvey was killed in the

Keystone

conflict in July 2003. Garvey's
goal is to erect bronze field cross-
es in the hometown of every ser-
vicemember killed in Iraq.

loss. But for now, she’s content to
know her son’s friends and other
family members go '

The story also can be told in
New York City, where a part of
180th Street was named Staff Sgt.
Riayan Agusto Tejeda Street for
the 26-year-old Marine who was
killed during a firefight on April
11, 2003, in Baghdad.

in Tampa, Fla., Lance Cpl. An-
drew J. Aviles used to jog with his
unit along an access road outside a
Marine base; now a portion of the
road is named for him. Aviles, 18,
was killed on April 7, 2003, when
his amphibious vehicle was hit by
enemy fire outside of Baghdad.

His family is to attend the dedi-
cation of the road on Nov. 17, said
his father, Oscar Aviles. But they
don’t expect it to lessen the pain
of their loss.

“The only satisfaction we will
have is when we see him in heav-
en again,” the father said.



PAGE 10

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Thursday, November 11, 2004

IN THE STATES

Source:

BY SCOTT LINDLAW
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush has chosen White House
counsel Alberto Gonzales, a Texas
confidant and the most prominent
Hispanic in the administration, to
succeed Attorney General John
Asheroft, sources close to the
White House said Wednesday.

‘The White House hinted that for-
mal word from the president
could come later Wednesday.

“I would not rule out an an-
nouncement today,” White House
spokesman Scott McClellan said.

Asheroft announced his resigna-
tion on Tuesday, along with Com-
merce Secretary Don Evans, a
Texas friend of the president’s.

Gonzales, 49, has long been ru-
mored as a leading candidate for a
Supreme Court vacancy if one de-
velops. Speculation increased after
Chief Justice William Rehnquist
announced he has thyroid cancer.

Gonzales’ career has been
linked with Bush for at least a de-
cade, serving as general counsel

Bush sel

when Bush was governor of
Texas, and then as secretary of
state and as a justice on the Texas
Supreme Court.

Gonzales has been at the center
of developing Bush’s positions on
balancing civil liberties with wag-
ing the war on terrorism — open-
ing the White House counsel to the
same line of criticism that has
dogged Ashcroft.

For instance, Gonzales publicly
defended the administration’s poli-
cy — essentially repudiated by the
Supreme Court and now being
fought out in the lower courts — of
detaining certain terrorism sus-
pects for extended periods with-
out access to lawyers or courts.

He also wrote a controversial
February 2002 memo in which
Bush claimed the right to waive
anti-torture law and international
treaties providing protections to
prisoners of war. That position
drew fire from human rights
groups, saying it helped lead to the
type of abuses uncovered in the
Abu Ghraib prison scandal.

ects Ashcroft successor

A

Attorney General John Ashcroft is sworn in before the commission inves-
tigating the Sept. 11 attacks in April 2004 on Capitol Hill in Washing-
ton. Ashcroft and Commerce Secretary Don Evans resigned Tuesday.

The American Civil Liberties ploring Mr. Gonzales' proposed

Union said it expected the Senate
to closely examine those issues dur-
ing confirmation hearings. The
ACLU said it had no position on
Gonzales, but added: “Particular
attention should be devoted to ex-

policies on the constitutionality of
the Patriot Act, the Guantanamo
Bay detentions, the designation of
United States citizens as enemy
combatanls and reproductive
rights.”

Some conservatives also have
quietly questioned Gonzales® cre-
dentials on core social issues. And
he once was a partner in a Houston
law firm which represented the

scandal-ridden  energy  giant
Enron.

Gonzales would be the first His-
panic attorney general.

But shifting him to Justice
would create a vacancy in the
White House counsel’s office.
Bush advisers said two people
would be naturals for the job. One
is White House staff secretary
Brett Kavanaugh, a lawyer who
has been waiting nearly 16 months
for confirmation on the influential
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. He was also a
top lawyer in two cases that
dogged the Clinton White House.
As associate independent counsel
under Kenneth Starr, he worked
on both the long-running Whitewa-
ter case and the 1998 Clinton im-
peachment case.

Harriet Miers, a deputy chief
of staff who was once Bush’s per-
sonal lawyer, would be another
candidate, one Bush adviser said.

Judge in Peterson trial
removes jury foreman

BY BRIAN SKOLOFF
The Associated Press

REDWOOD CITY, Calif. — The judge in the Scott Peterson murder
trial removed the foreman from the jury Wednesday, the second time
in two days a juror has been sent home.

The judge did not disclose why he removed juror No. 5., a man in his
mid-40s who has both medical and law degrees. The juror was re-
placed by an alternate whose son-in-law now owns a restaurant that
Scott and Laci Peterson themselves once owned.

Judge Alfred A. Delucchi told the new panel to start all over with
their deliberations — for the second day in a

“You must lherefore set aside all past dellberauons and begin delib-
erating anew,” he said Wednesday.

The dismissal marks the third time a juror has been removed in the
high-profile murder case.

On Tuesday, a juror was removed after reportedly doing her own re-
search on the case — a violation of court rules. In June, a juror was dis-
missed after he was spotted talking to Laci Peterson’s brother.

The trial started with six alternates, leaving three left.

Jury selection began in March, and the panel started deliberations
last week after hearing five months of testimony over whether Peter-
son, 32, killed his pregnant wife on or around Christmas Eve 2002 and
dumped her weighted body in San Francisco Bay.

The Peterson family, including Lee Peterson, Scott Peterson’s father, second from left, and Scott Peter-
son's sister Susan Caudillo, leave the courthouse in Redwood City, Calif., Tuesday.

Fed boosts interest rates

WASHINGTON — The Federal
Reserve boosted a key short-term in-

Blair visit may tip off Bush’s 2nd-term approach to Europe

terest rate by one-quarter percent-
age point Wednesday, the fourth in-
crease this year.

It's part of a credit tightening cam-
paign to bring rates back up to more
normal levels now that the U.S. econ-
omy’s recovery from the 2001 reces-
sion is more deeply rooted. Fed
Chairman Alan Greenspan and his
Federal Open Market Committee col-
leagues — the group that sets inter-
est rate policy in the United States —
increased the target for the federal
funds rate to 2 percent from 1.75 per-

nt.

The funds rate is the interest
banks charge each other on over-
night loans and is the Fed’s primary
tool for influencing economic activi-

From The Associated Press

BY BARRY SCHWEID
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Tony Blair proved
himself an invaluable ally to President Bush
in Iraq, and now Bush needs the British
prime minister again to help him fix his
damaged relations with Europe.

Not that Blair agrees with Bush on every-
thing. Blair is pushing for a high-profile U.S.
peace effort in the Middle East, while Bush
wants to take time to sort things out.

Still, Bush had no closer friend and ally in
the war to overthrow Iragi President Sadd-
am Hussein, and the improbable alliance of
the deeply conservative American presi-
dent and the moderate British Laborite has
carried through to Iraq’s troubled postwar
period.

So Blair’s visit to the White House on Fri-

day offers Bush a chance to sound out a
prominent European leader on how to im-
prove trans-Atlantic relations and to send a
message of his own to the continent on a
range of issues.

For example, Blair’s push for a deeper,
quicker U.S. engagement in the Middle East
reflects a growing European desire for the
United States to do more to help the Palestin-
ians and thereby assuage Arab wariness of
U.S. intentions in Iraq.

Any Blair success toward influencing
Bush on this point automatically would edge
the president closer to the European posi-
tion.

“He wants to work with Europe,” Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell said in an inter-
view this week with the London newspaper
Financial Times. “My European friends will
see a president who respects partnerships,
respects alliances.”

Powell intends to follow up Blair’s visit
with an ambitious travel schedule in Europe
in coming weeks. He told reporters travel-
ing with him in Mexico this week that he
wants to help heal deep U.S. divisions with
Europe that stem from the Iraq war.

“The president wants to have a strong re-
lationship with all of our European friends
and allies, notwithstanding any disagre
ments we have had in the past,” Powell said.

The secretary will have a chance to relay
that message in a meeting with the NATO al-
lies, the European Union and the S7-nation
Organization of Security and Cooperation in
Europe.

Bush himself was sitting down Wednes-
day with the secretary-general of NATO,
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, and the White
House said strengthening ties with Europe
was at the top of the agenda.
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Ashcroft seeks to overturn assisted suicide law

BY BRAD CAIN
The Associated Press

SALEM, Ore. — Attorney General John Ashcroft
drew the ire of Oregon officials with one of his last
official acts: Asking the U.S. Supreme Court to set
aside the state’s — and nation’s only — assisted-sui-
cide law.

Gov. Ted Kulongoski argued Tuesday that Oregon
voters have twice endorsed the right of terminally ill
patients to die more quickly and that “it’s past time
for this administration to focus on ways to work with
Oregon — not against us.”

Ashcroft's challenge had been expected since
May, when a lower court ruled the federal govern-
ment could not punish Oregon doctors who pre-
scribed lethal doses of federally controlled drugs.

While not as prominent as abortion, the issue is an
important one for conservative Christians, who
helped President Bush win a second term last week.
The government waited until Tuesday, the final day
possible, to file paperwork at the high co

Oregon’s law, known as the Death th Dignity
Act, lets patients with less than six months to live re-
quest a lethal dose of drugs after two doctors con-
firm the diagnosis and determine the person’s men-
tal competence to make the request.

A co-author of Oregon’s law, Portland attorney Eli
Stutsman, said Ashcroft’s appeal to the Supreme

Court is “politically inspired” and he said he is opti-
‘mistic the court won’t even agree to hear the case.

“We have won this case on the legal issues and
we'll continue to win it on legal issues,” Stutsman
said. “The strength of our legal position is that the
states have always regulated the practice of medi-
cine.”

Since 1998 more than 170 people have used Ore-
gon’s assisted suicide law to end their lives. The
Bush administration has argued that assisted sui-
cide is not a “legitimate medical purpose” and that
doctors take an oath to heal patients, not help them
die.

“Killing patients is not medical care,” said James
Bopp, a Right-to-Life lawyer based in Terre Haute,
Ind. “What you have in Oregon is the equivalent of
putting a gun to a patient’s head and pulling the trig-
ger. They just use drugs to do it.

The Supreme Court probably will decide early
next year whether it will review the case. The court
has been hearing cases now with eight members, be-
cause Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist is under
treatment for thyroid cancer.

‘The high court has dealt with right-to-die cases be-
fore.

Justices held in 1997 that while Americans have
no constitutional right to assisted suicide, states may
decide the issue for themselves. And in 1990, the
court ruled that terminally ill people can refuse
life-sustaining medical treatment.

BY HOPE YEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A drunken
driving accident is not a “crime
of violence” allowing the govern-
ment to deport a permanent resi-
dent, the Supreme Court ruled
Tuesday in the first of three
cases this term delineating the
rights of immigrants.

In an 11-page opinion by ail-
ing Chief Justice William H. Re-
hnquist, the court ruled unani-
mously in favor of Josue Leocal,
a Florida man who challenged
his deportation to Haiti in 2002
after pleading guilty to a felony
charge of drunken driving.

The 11th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled that the DUI of-
fense was a “crime of violence”
under the immigration statute
because he had injured others.

Supreme Court rules DUI not
cause to deport immigrant

Leocal drove through a flashing
red light and struck another car,
injuring two people in that car.

The Supreme Court dis-
agreed. It said the statute sug-
gests the felony offense must re-
quire intent in causing harm —
not mere negligence as in Leo-
cal’s case — before immigrants
are subject to the drastic conse-
quence of deportation.

“Drunk driving is a nation-
wide problem, as evidenced by
the efforts of legislatures to pro-
hibit such conduct and impose
appropriate remedies,” Reh-
nquist wrote. “But this fact does
not warrant our shoehorning it
into statutory sections where it
does not fit.”

The American Civil Liberties
Union, which filed a friend-
of-the-court brief in the case,
hailed the ruling as a victory for
immigrants.

CMA picks
Chesney as
entertainer
of the year

BY JOHN GEROME
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tennessee —
Kenny Chesney waited 12 years
to win a Country Music Associa-
tion award — but had less than
two minutes to give his accep-
tance speech.

Chesney won album of the year
honors Tuesday for “When The
Sun Goes Down,” and, at the end
of the night, received the coveted
entertainer of the year award.

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Controllers
at Los Angeles International Air-
port were stunned this summer
when an arriving jumbo jet narrow-
ly missed a domestic flight cleared
to take off on the same runway, a
reconstruction showed Tuesday.

“That was close!” said an w
dentified voice on the tower radio
frequency, seconds after an Asi-
ana Airlines Boeing 747, arriving
from South Korea, roared over a
Southwest Airlines Boeing 737
px‘eparing to depart for Albuquer-

on Aug. 19, according to
tapes released by the National

Transportation Safety Board.

Such potentially catastrophic in-
cidents are not being fully report-
ed to the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, safety board members
warned during Tuesday’s NTSB
hearing. The board said its staff
found out about the LAX incident
from the Southwest Airlines pilot,
not from the FAA.

“The fact that this high-visibili-
ty close call was not reported sug-
gests there are deeper reporting
problems,” board member Debo-
rah A.P. Hersman said.

The risk of runway collisions is
considered to be the biggest safe-

Concerns aired over runway safety

ty problem facing commercial avi-
ation as the number of flights re-
turns to the levels seen before the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Board members and staff inves-
tigators said they doubted the
FAA’s assurance that the nation’s
runways were slowly but surely
growing safer.

“We believe the numbers (of se-
rious incidents) are down be-
cause of a lack of reporting,” said
Sandy Rowlett, the NTSB investi-
gator who looked into the Los An-
geles incident. She said the board
was aware of two other recent in-
cidents at the Cincinnati and Bal-
timore airports.

Shortly into his speech, music
signaled his time was up during
the live broadcast. Chesney pro-
tested, but the cameras cut away
and the show ended.

Chesney was gracious about it
afterward. He said he wanted to
convey that artists like Conway
Twitty and George Strait had in-
spired him.

“For a kid in East Tennessee ...
they made me think there was
something else out there for me,”
he said.

Tim McGraw’s “Live Like You
Were Dying” won song of the
year and single of the year.

Written by Tim Nichols and
Craig Wiseman, “Live Like You
‘Were Dying” spent eight weeks at
No. 1.

The song, about living life to its
fullest, was special for McGraw,
who lost his father, former New
York Mets and Philadelphia Phil-
lies relief pitcher Tug McGraw,
to cancer in January.

Other winners included Keith
Urban, Gretchen Wilson, Brad
Paisley, Martina McBride and
Rascal Flatts.

“Whiskey Lullaby,” a duet re-
corded by Paisley and Alison

Kenny Chesney displays his
awards at the Country Music

Association Awards show on
Tuesday in Nashville, Tenn.

Krauss, won for musical event of
the year and music video of the
year. It's a dark tale about a
woman who breaks a man’s
heart, watches him drink himself
to death and then is so guilt-strick-
en that she too “put that bottle to
her head and pulled the trigger.”

In one of the evening’s surpris-
es, Urban won the male vocalist
award. He was up against veter-
ans Alan Jackson, George Strait,
Toby Keith and Chesney.

“T thought I was just rounding
out the category,” Urban said.

Keith had six nominations for
the Country Music Association
awards, but was shut out for the
second straight year.

“I have the worst record in the
history of the CMA,” Keith said
recently.

Jackson, who led all nominees
for the ceremony with seven, also
left empty handed.

McBride won female vocalist
of the year, her fourth in that cate-
gory and third in a row.

Serial Killer on trial for stabbing death

BY SARAH KARUSH

The Associated Press

PONTIAC, Mich. — Helen Dutcher was “literally
butchered alive” in a crime that fit the pattern used
by a man who confessed in 1982 to 13 slayings, the
lead prosecutor in his murder trial told jurors.

But Coral Eugene Watts’ defense attorney told ju-
rors that his client’s past admissions shouldn’t sway
them to convict him in the 36-year-old’s death.

The jury heard opening statements Tuesday in
the trial of Watts, who is charged with murder in the
1979 stabbing death of Dutcher in the Detroit sub-
urb of Ferndale. If convicted, Watts, 51, faces a man-
datory life sentence without the possibility of parole.

“At the end of this trial, you will leave here a
changed person because you will understand that
evil can wear a human face,” Donna Pendergast, an
assistant state attorney general, told jurors in her
opening statement.

Pendergast showed the jury photos of the 13 other
women Watts confessed to Killing. She said the pros-
ecution’s main witness, Joseph Foy, who says he
saw the killing from his back porch, always has
given a consistent description.

But defense attorney Ronald Kaplovitz told the ju-
rors that the evidence they would hear was full of

“inconsistencies and uncertainties.” And he suggest-
ed that they should acquit Watts despite his confes-
sions in the other slayings, which were expected to
be introduced into evidence during the trial.

Watts confessed to the other killings in a deal with
Texas prosecutors that allowed him to plead guilty

his attorney Ronald Kaplovitz listen as opening argu-
ments begin in Pontiac, Mich., on Tuesday. Watts is
charged with murder in the 1979 stabbing death of
Helen Dutcher in Ferndale, a Detroit suburb.

to a lesser charge of burglary with intent to murder
if he helped officials solve his crimes. He initially
was expected to serve his full 60-year sentence, but
mandatory release laws and an appeals ruling
lopped more than 35 years off his sentence. He now
is set to go free in April 2006.
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‘Earning’ the CIB

I arrived in Baghdad as a staff officer
in the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Cavalry Division. I remember a conversa-
tion with a major who said that he had to
get me out on a mission so that I could
‘earn” my Combat Infantry Badge.
“Earning” the CIB would entail riding in
a Humvee until a unit secured an objec-
tive, then walking through the area, pok-
ing around and getting in the way.

TI'm proud to say that I never went on
that mission, or any like it. The day after
1 arrived in Baghdad I began working
with the Iragi National Guard. I soon be-
came eligible for a CIB (and a Purple
Heart). In the time I spent with the ING,
1 was part of more than 100 operations
and had been shot at nearly two dozen
times.

Once I took along a captain from the
combat team’s Initial Officer Training to
provide him with experience. When we
returned to our forward operating base,
he couldn’t wait to submit the paperwork
so we could get our CIBs. I was pretty
much disgusted at his reaction.

Well, he wears one now. Maybe not so
proudly, but he still wears one. But the
lesson that I learned was just because
someone is authorized to wear a CIB,
doesn’t mean they have the moral right
to do so. And for the non-infantry war-
riors who patrol the streets of Iraqi cities,
how much pride would you gain for wear-
ing an award that has been slandered
and misrepresented?

Take pride in who you are and what
you've done. Maybe one day, you'll have
your own branch-specific badge to wear
on your uniforms to honor your sacrific-
es and commitments.

Just remember though you’re still a
bunch of pogs (wink).

Capt. Larry S. Smith
Baghdad

Apples, oranges and equality

Put all the hoopla about equal treat-

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

ment of the two genders in a different
prospective. Think of it as apples and or-
anges: Given that both are categorized as
fruits, they certainly have common prop-
erties but definitely differ in their basic
elements. One cannot ever truly say that
they are one in the same; otherwise they
would both be called one or the other.

Likewise, males are not females, and
vice versa. The difference in the treat-
ment of the gender is based on presum-
ing certain easily observable facts. Just
look around and you will see that there
are separate hygiene facilities, different
living arrangements, different physical
fitness test measures, different height
and weight standards, different medica-
tions, different testing procedures (uri-
nalysis sampling), pregnancy testing
prior  to edication  applications,
child-bearing considerations, etc.,
based on the different genders and treat-
ed as ... you guessed it, not equal.

I'm not claiming that females aren’t ca-
pable of the physical challenges that
males are. Certainly some female sol-
diers are capable of going through the
challenges of direct-combat military oc-
cupational specialties (or of any job, for

that matter), but those who can or are
willing are the exceptions, not the rule.
Not to discount females from the com-
bat MOSs, but think of the necessities
needed to treat the basic needs of
two-gender-based forces in the combat
environment, given our culture’s mentali-
ty. Simple example: What would happen
if one had to use the bathroom while on
combat maneuvers inside a Bradley fight-
ing vehicle filled with co-ed soldiers?
Can the two genders be treated equal-
ly? Surely they can. But absolute equal
treatment of all soldiers, male and fe-
male, can occur only when our culture is
ready to forgo the basic concept that ap-
ples and oranges are seen only as fruits
rather than what they really are ... ap-
ples and oranges.
Sgt. 1st Class Luis Arzadon
Camp Cooke, Iraq

Suggestion for BIAP

Having been a resident of Baghdad In-
ternational Airport for nearly seven
months now, I would like to make the fol-
lowing suggestion concerning the blimp:
Everyone who has spent more than a cou-
ple of days at BIAP knows exactly what
I'm talking about — our large, white, in-
tensely boring eye in the sky.

To date, various suggestions have been
made, including painting a shark’s
mouth, a smiley face, the words “Good-
year,” “Fuji” or “Beat Navy” on it, to
liven up our lighter-than-air-sentry. All
have been met with a stony silence.

So, after long and careful discussion
with other BIAP citizens, I've come up
with the following suggestion. Could
someone in a high enough position of au-
thority please contact Macy’s? That's
right, the New York department store.
Please find out if they’re doing anything
with Bart Simpson after the Thanksgiv-
ing Day parade. Failing that, we'll settle
for either Rocky the Flying Squirrel or
Bullwinkle. Thank you.

Jeff Apolinario
KBR Staging Yard,
Baghdad International Airport, Iraq

New threat,

BY DONALD RUMSFELD

n 1834, the American patriot Daniel
Webster told the U.S. Senate: “God
grants liberty only to those who love
it, and are always ready to guard and

defend it.”

Fortunately for America, for more than
200 years our nation always has been
blessed with patriots who believed as Web-
ster did, and who have proudly stepped for-
ward — ready to fight and, if necessary, to
die to ensure that liberty is defended.

‘We have a name for these patriots — we
call them veterans. And, in their honor,

Dooneshury

same respect for troops

America has set aside a special day each
year — a day to recognize their courage
and their commitment to our country, and
to tell them once again of our deep appreci-
ation for their dedicated service.

Through every conflict, in every era,
they have battled tyrannies of every kind.
While the names of those tyrannies have
changed — from fascism to Nazism to com-
munism — the nature of dangers they
posed to peace and freedom have all been
serious.

extremism — of terrorism. And, again, pa-
triots have stepped forward. They are
there — in Afghanistan, in Iraq, and wher-
ever our liberty is at risk — guarding free-
dom, and bringing hope to millions who
once lived in fear.

To those on guard today, and to the veter-
ans of every war on whose shoulders they
stand — the living, the departed, and the
missing — you have our deepest gratitude
for your service and your sacrifice.

May God bless you all. And may God
continue to bless the United States of
America.

Today freedom is again
this time by a new tyranny, the tyranny of

Donald Rumsfeld is secretary of defense.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

e
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Media often let the terrorists dictate terms

BY DANIEL MANDEL

o the media give aid and comfort
to terrorists by giving their vio-
lence maximum expostre and im-
pact at times while sanitizing the
perpetrators and tainting their victims at oth-
ers? It is standard procedure for many
media outlets to describe the perpetrators of
terrorist acts — the premeditated slaughter
of civilians — with a range of euphemisms,
“militants” being the most common.
Thus, The New York Times can headline
a report on the Killing of a hostage as “Iraq
Militants Said to Behead a Truck Driver
From Bulgaria.” Similarly, terrorists killed
in a military strike can be described in anoth-
er as “Israeli Airstrike Kills 2 Hamas Mili-
tants, Wounds 6 Bystanders.” Sometimes
words are substituted, with government
statements about “wanted terrorists” being
transformed into “wanted militants.”
Conversely, highly judgmental language
is used when describing counterterrorism:
“murder” and “assassination” have been
popular when describing Israeli targeting of
terrorist chieftains, bombers and dispatch-
ers, even when no civilians are harmed.
How to justify these choices? Media orge-
nizations allege

cannot be terrorist. The plamude is well
known to everyone: “One man’s terrorist is
another’s freedom fighter.”

In fact, being a freedom fighter, however
defined, does not foreclose on the possibility
that one is a terrorist. The Israeli terrorism
scholar Boaz Ganor has put it well: “When
you deliberately choose to attack civilians,
you cannot say any more, ‘T am not a terror-
ist because I am a freedom fighter.” Maybe
you are a freedom fighter, but you are also
definitely a terrorist.”

Why, therefore, do the media persist in
sanitizing terrorism and tainting counterter-
rorism? Out of bias and fear. Contrary to
what is normally claimed, a bias is at work
in which the nature of the attacks matters
less than the identity of the parties carrying
them out. This illegitimate practice started
with the media disfavoring Israel and favor-
ing Palestinians. It has not stopped there.

The same media outlets that indulge this
practice also defend it vigorously. Thus,
when CanWest Global Communications
Corp., Canada’s largest newspaper chain, al-
tered news agency copy to restore the word
“terrorist” to reports describing terrorist
acts, Reuters, a leading purveyor of euphe-
mistic reportage on terror, complained.

Reuters news agency has argued that “ler-
rorist” is an “emotive term” unbecoming to
“impartial journalists.” The Canadian Broad-
casting Corp. takes a similar view: “Terror-
ist” is a subjective term, while “militant” is
an objective one.

‘These rationalizations are based on the as-
sumption, willful or otherwise, that violence
committed on behalf of an approved cause

the global managing editor
for Reuters, David Schlesinger, observed
that naming terrorists as such could “endan-
ger its reporters in volatile areas.” As jour-
nalist Jonathan Tobin wryly observed, “Reu-
ters is worried that the people it won't call
terrorists will terrorize them.” The resultant
bias dictates a spurious moral neutralism
that actually favors terrorists.

Without TV or the Internet, the hideous

AR T S o i
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broadcasting of appeals from innocent hos-
tages of Iraqi terrorists, followed by their
televised merciless beheadings, could not
succeed as a tactic to wage psychological
warfare against the West. This, of course, re-
doubles pressure on governments to con-
cede to blackmail and almost ensures the
murder of hostages when they don’t.

Far from reviewing gravely the journalis-
tic ethics involved, media outlets, particular-
ly in Europe, compete for the distinction of
being the first to break the gruesome images
of exhibition killings. This only ensures the

.M OSAMA
BIN LADEN,

1?-““59 !;ESSAGE-.

taking of more hoslages and thus the taking
of more innocent live:

Clearly, the medm rail in their mission
when they allege superior detachment while
in reality they become obliging accomplices
ot terrorists. Terrorists might well continue

g, whatever the nature of the report-
age. But they should receive no help from
journalists. And if they do, the media cannot
expect immunity from criticism.

Daniel Mandel is associate director of the Middle

East Forum in Philadelphia and the author of *H.V.
Evatt and the Establishment of Isra

Undercover Zionist." This column first appeared in
The (Baltimore) Sun.

An age in which ‘retirement’ has shades of gray

ometime next year, the Supreme
Court justices (average age: 70) will
rule on an age-discrimination case
that stands to make even this conser-
vative-leaning court appear rather bleed-
ing-hearted liberal, at
least in one regard.
The justices heard
arguments in a case
last week weighing
how much protection
from job bias older
’ workers are entitled to

under law. The case

by a
of  Jackson,
Miss., police officers al-
leging bias when their
younger counterparts
Teceived more-gener-
ous raises.

Being, er, un-young themselves, even the
justices could empathize with the plight of
older police workers. Decidedly less sympa-
thetic are businesses, which, according to an-
alysts, are somewhat atwitter over this case.

If the plaintiffs succeed, analysts foresee a
flood of lawsuits any time layoffs or cut-
backs disproportionately affect older work-
ers

Bonnie Erbe

While asking the court to limit this type of
lawsuit, defense lawyer Glen Nager acted
perhaps a bit too honestly and openly. As he
differentiated age-discrimination ~ claims
from race and gender bias cases, he was
quoted by The Boston Globe as telling the
justices, “ ‘It’s painful,’ (considering the jus-
tices’ ages) to point out that older employees
have different mental and physical abili-
ties.”

The Globe’s recount went on, “The justic-
es, whose average age is 70, seemed un-
amused. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg re-
minded the Washington lawyer that artists
like the composer Giuseppe Verdi did their

best work in their 70s. The court members
have lifetime appointments and total job se-
curity. Many of them appeared concerned
about shutting courts to people penalized at
work because of their age

This is one instance in whlch, for the mo-
ment, market forces can and will prevail. As
baby boomers (the largest-ever generation
of Americans) begin to reach retirement,
this nation’s work force faces the largest
“brain drain” and “skills drain” it will ever
have encountered in U.S. history.

Census data show that, a mere six years
from now, 80 million baby boomers will
begin to reach age 65. Today, 1 in 3 workers
is older than 45. Two years from now the me-
dian age of America’s work force will rise to
40.6, up from 30 in the early 1960s.

Highly skilled industries such as medical
technology, nursing and manufacturing al-
ready are facing a tremendous loss of exper-
tise from downsizing, coupled with a rapidly

aging work force. Other industries soon will
follow

Three factors — relatively low unemploy-
ment (in historic terms), this tsunami of
baby boomers rolling toward retirement and
increased demands by younger workers for
flexibility in employment — have combined
to spark the beginning of a demographic
shift known as phased retirement. While the
number of corporations allowing workers to
phase into and through retirement is still
small, more corporations are letting older
workers ease into retirement and in so doing
work well beyond the average retirement
age of 65-70.

Universities provide the model as they
launched the phased retirement revolution
before corporations. This change has taken
place over the past two decades, as not only
preretirement workers, but also young par-
ents just launching their careers, have
sought flexible hours, job-sharing and tele-

commuting. According to the Employee Ben-
efits Research Institute, such major corpora-
tions as ExxonMobil and Marriott have
begun offering phased retirement plans al-
lowing some employees to continue working
part time well beyond the traditional retire-
ment age.

Does this mean the older police in Jack-
son were not discriminated against? Abso-
lutely not. It does mean market forces may
cure society of age bias well before the
courts can do it. And this case makes anoth-
er very important point.

If indeed the justices rule in favor of the
senior police officers, it shows the value of
understanding where an aggrieved party is
“coming from.” This is a court lh th fess
sympathy for race- and gender- ims,
but seems to complelely “get u" when it
comes to claims of age discrimination.
 host of the PBS program “To the
rites this column for Scripps Howard
News Service.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Arafat funeral, succession plans speed up

BY LARA SUKHTIAN
The Associated Press

CLAMART, France — A top Is-
lamic cleric read passages from
the Quran at Yasser Arafat’s hos-
pital bedside Wednesday, with
the comatose Palestinian leader
in what an aide called the “final
phase” of his life.

The Palestinian foreign minis-
ter, Nabil Shaath, said the
75-year-old Arafat is suffering
from kidney and liver failure.

Arafat’s brain is working only
partially because of bleeding, and
all his organs except for heart
and lungs “are not functioning
well,” Shaath said in Ramallah,
West Bank.

As Arafat’s condition deteriorat-
ed, aides made plans to fly his
body to Cairo for a funeral, then
to his Ramallah headquarters.

The Muslim cleric, Taisser
Bayod Tamimi, rushed to Paris to
be with the Palestinian leader,
who is in critical condition at the
Percy Military Training Hospital,
connected to a respirator and a
feeding tul

“T prayed lo God for his recov-
ery,” said Tamimi, who said he
was with Arafat for more than an
hour, reciting from the Muslim
holy book. Tamimi said his close
friend was very sick, “but he is
still alive.”

Tamimi said life support ma-
chines would not be turned off
“as long as there are signs of life
in the body of the president.”

“It is prohibited in Islam,” he
said.

The Palestinian envoy to
France, Leila Shahid, told
France-Info that Arafat was “in a

Arafat: A constant figure through the decades

Yasser Arafat has led the Palestinian people for nearly four decades and is the only leader most of
them have ever known. Since his creation of the Fatah guerrilla movement in 1965 — which later
became the core group of the Palestinian Liberation Organization — the world has seen him in various
quises as terrorist, exile, statesman and peacemaker.

Temporary
Palestinian
leader named

Driven out  Ousted First shifted to diplomacy, Weakened Years Confined to his RAMALLAH, West Bank —
of Jordan from Beinut, accepted U.N. resolution by isolation,  of peace Ramallah compound by Palestinian  leaders  decided
into Lebanon Lebanon,  recognizing Israel's right signed accord talks Israeli troops after Wednesday that  Parliament
baseby toexist; renounced with Israel on  ultimately months of attacks and Speaker Rauhi Fattouh will take
Took over Israeli terrorism; U.S. ends Palestinian  ended in suicide bombings killed over as temporary Palestinian Au-
chairmanship troops 13yearbanontaks ~ autonomy failure scores of Israelis thority president after Yasser
ofPLO i 1 i Vi S Arafat’s death despite concern
- L] that
= - bland former
1970s — PLO faciions hijacked ~ Escaped Supported  Retumed  Palestinian uprising backbencher
planes and seized Israeli athletes at ~ death invasionof  toGaza started would not be
the 1972 Olympics in Munich, in his Tunis,  Kuwait, from exile up to the job.
Germany. Tunisia, resultingin i Tunis Fattouh,
Israeli headquarters PLO isolation 55, was born
prime i i
ministers ~ G.Meir Y.Rabin M. Begin Y. Shamir Y. Rabin E. Barak of ‘,‘;?,,”‘k},“"‘%ﬁ
Y. Shamir -~ S, Peres S. Peres A. Sharon what is now
B. Netanyahu Israel, and
us. grew up in
presidents R.Nixon G. Ford J. Carter R.Reagan G.HW.Bush  B.Clinton ~ G.W.Bush the Rafah ref-
g D in Fattouh
SOURCE: 2004 World Almanac; Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs AP Gaza. He left

deep coma” Wednesday, but
added there was a “complication
in the state of all of his vital or-
gans.”

Atanews conference in Ramal-
lah late Tuesday, Palestinian Cab-
inet minister Saeb Erekat said
doctors were trying to relieve
bleeding from a severe brain hem-
orrhage, which can cause brain
damage.

Shahid said doctors were fight-
ing to keep Arafat alive. The phy-
sicians “are doing everything, in
the intensive care unit, to try to
give him his chances,” she said.

Palestinian  leaders, mean-

while, decided that when the time
comes, they would bury Arafat at
his sandbagged West Bank head-
quarters, known as the Muqata,
in Ramallah, and turn it into a
shrine, defusing a potential con-
flict with Israel by dropping a de-
mand for a Jerusalem burial. The
Israeli Cabinet approved that
plan Wednesday.

Tsrael had been pushing for a
Gaza burial, but the Palestinians
wanted Jerusalem. Palestinians
see Arafat’s Ramallah headquar-
ters — his virtual prison for the
last three years — as a symbol of
his resistance. Burial there is less

In Ramallah, bulldozers pushed
aside rubble and hauled away
piles of wrecked cars to prepare

e compound for Arafat’s by

Palestinian leaders accepted an
offer from Egypt to host the main
funeral service in Cairo before
Arafat is buried in Ramallah.

The service could be held at
Cairo’s international airport, secu-
rity officials in Egypt said. That
would allow Arab leaders to at-
tend without dealing with Israel,
which controls access to the Pales-
tinian territories.”

AP writer Mohammed Daraghmeh in

Ramallah, West Bank, contributed to
this stor

Gaza for studies abroad in the
1960s, joined Fatah in 1968 and re-
turned from exile in 1994, along
with Arafat and other Palestinian
officials.

In the first Palestinian general
elections in 1996, he was elected
to the parliament on a Fatah slate.
1In 2003, he was appointed agricul-
ture minister, and a year later
was chosen Speaker, replacing
Qureia who became prime minis-
ter.

Fattouh is a midlevel Fatah ac-
tivist, and did not rise to promi-
nence in parliament. He was cho-
sen as speaker as a compromise
candidate.

— The Associated Press

politically sensitive for Israel.

Foreigners in Ivory Coast evacuated

BY PAULINE BAX
The Associated Press

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast — France and
the United Nations on Wednesday began
evacuating thousands of French and
other expatriates trapped at homes, U.N.

offices and a French
military base during

France alone

In Paris, France’s Cabinet approved a
decree requisitioning commercial air-
craft to carry out French citizens in what
'was shaping up as one of the largest evac-
uations from Africa since the indepen-
dence era.

France alone expected to fly out be-
tween 4,000 to 8,000 of
its citizens from across

days of anti-French Ivory Coast, a French of-
rampages in the West expected to fly ficial said — potentially
African nation. the majority of the
[The first fight of out between 14,000 French still in the
what were expected to o former French colony.
be days of shuttles to 4,000 to 8,000 of “It is on a voluntary
Europe and neighbor- e itd . . basis. We are not going
ing African countries its citizens from to evacuate all our
pulled off the tarmac at ] French citizens be-
Wednesday afternoon, across 12)07‘!/ cause they are too

an Air France Boeing
777 carrying 240 evacu-
ees to Paris.

As state television
aired fiery calls to mobi-

lize against the French, French troops
combed Ivory Coast’s largest city to res-

Coast, a French
official said.

many,” the official said,
speaking on condition
of anonymity.
Violence erupted in
Tvory Coast, the world’s top cocoa pro-
ducer and regional economic power-
house, on Saturday after government

killed nine French peacekeep-

cue for sending
boats to pluck some French off the banks

of Abidjan’s lagoons.

“The government is pushing to kill
white people — not just the French, all
white people,” said Marie Noel Mion, res-
cued by French troops in a wooden boat
at daybreak Wednesday and waiting
with hundreds of others at Abidjan’s air-

port for the first flight out.

ers and an American aid worker in an air-
strike on the rebel-held north.

France wiped out the nation’s newly
built-up air force on the tarmac in retalia-
tion, sparking a violent uprising against
the French, including looting, burning
and attacks by loyalist youths.

The turmoil has claimed at least 27
lives and wounded more than 900.

An Ivory Coast resident pulls her suit-
case up the steps Wednesday at the U.N.
base in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, during an
evacuation sparked by anti-foreigner
rampages in Ivory Coast's largest city.

Dutch forces
storm house
in terror raid

The Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands — Police raided
a house in The Hague on Wednesday, ending a
15-hour standoff in which one suspect and
three officers were wounded, authorities said.
Two suspected terrorists were arrested in the
raid and a third was detained in another city.

The standoff began when special forces tried
to storm the house but aborted the effort after
suspects threw a hand grenade, injuring the
three officers, Police Chief Gerard Bouwman
said. It ended with a second raid shortly before
dark.

Police sealed off the area while they
searched the building for explosives.

Bouwman said two suspects were arrested in
the standoff. A third was detained in the city of
Utrecht in a related investigation, according to
the national prosecutor’s office.

Hague Chief Prosecutor Han Moraal earlier
said the raids were part of a “continuing investi-
gation into terrorism,” but he would not con-
firm if the case was related to the Nov. 2 killing
of filmmaker Theo van Gogh by an alleged Is-
lamic rac

Tensions have been high in the Netherlands
since Van Gogh’s murder in Amsterdam eight
days ago, with more than a dozen arson attacks
against churches and mosques.
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EU sees faster euro transition for new nations

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The
European Union’s head office on
Wednesday predicted a smooth
transition to the euro in the 10
new EU nations that are hoping to
adopt by 2010 the currency that is
already shared by Germany,
France and 10 other nations.

“The introduction of the euro in
the new countries should be fast-
er and even smoother than in the
current euro-zone members,”

&k The introduction of the euro in the new countries
should be faster and even smoother than in the
current euro-zone members. ¥y

said a statement from the Europe-
an Commission.

It cited a survey carried out in
September that showed over SO
percent of citizens in the 10 na-
tions were already familiar with
the euro — either through travel

to euro-zone nations or contact
with euro-spending visitors in
their homelands.

Estonia, Cyprus, Lithuania and
Slovenia aim to swap their curren-
cies for the euro in 2007. Poland,
Hungary, the Czech Republic,

HOW TO GET AWAY WITH
A GREAT DEAL.

European Commission statement

Latvia, Malta and Slovakia all
hope to do so later this decade. All
10 nations joined the EU on May

Despxte their citizens’ familiari-

ty with the new money, EU Eco-
nomic and Monetary Affairs Com-
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REWARDS. FOR A VERY SPECIAL OFFER ON YOUR FAVORITE
VOLVO (SUCH AS THE DYNAMIC NEW V50 SPORTS WAGON),
SEE YOUR NEAREST SALES AGENT NOW OR VISIT
WWW.VOLVOCARS.COM/MILITARYSALES

« SPECIAL FACTORY PRICING.

» PROFESSIDNAL ASSISTANCE WITH ALL FORMALITIES.
* FOUR-YEAR WARRANTY ALSO QUTSIDE THE US,

* LS. SPECIFICATIONS.
» NO US. IMPORT DUTY.

» FREE HOME SHIPMENT, MARINE INSURANCE AND
CUSTOMS CLEARANCE INCLUDED.
* OPTION OF VIF FACTORY DELIVERY — AND MORE.

VOLVO CARS MILITARY SALES. IT'S A GREAT DEAL.

missioner Joaquin Almunia said
authorities had to work hard on
the practical preparations for the
changeover and on ensuring pub-
lic acceptance of the euro.

“Although the euro is already
an established and successful cur-
rency, preparations for its adop-
tion in the new member states
should not be underestimated or
delayed,” Almunia said.

The EU head office said the
need for sound preparations was
highlighted by decisions from at
least five of the nations to adopt
the new coins and bills in a “big
bang” without a transition period
after fixing exchange rates be-
tween national currencies and
the euro.

The report did not consider the
conditions of low budget deficit,
inflation and public debt that pro-
spective members  of
euro-zone must meet before they
are allowed to join the currency
bloc.

“This is something that is being
looked at separately,” said EU
spokeswoman Amelia Torres.

Russia nixes
bill to ban
public beer
consumption

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — The upper
house of the Russian parlia-
‘ment on Wednesday rejected a
bill that would have banned
public beer consumption.

The bill already had been ap-
proved by the lower house of
parliament, the State Duma,
which is dominated by the
pro-Kremlin United Russia
party. The Federation Council,
the upper house, which rarely
challenges the Kremlin, had
been widely expected to pass
the measure.

However, the measure was
rejected by a 40-73 vote, the
Federation Council press ser-
vice said.

Public consumption of beer
is ubiquitous in Russia, where
pedestrians frequently stroll
with a bottle in hand and sub-
way cars generally have at
least one tippler aboard.

Drinking vodka and hard al-
cohol in public is already ille-
gal in Russia, and officials in
the Duma had said the new leg-
islation was appropriate given
recent terrorist attacks and
heightened security measures
aimed at protecting the public.

Brewers, however, called
the measure a witch hunt and
blamed the country’s powerful
vodka industry, which has
seen its market share decline
as beer quality and availability
improves.

Abill banning beer commer-
cials between 7 am. and 10
p.m. went into effect in Septem-
ber. A prohibition on the use of
people and animals in beer ads
will take effect next year.
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Carnival catastrophe

BOSTON — The

state Department of
Public Safety stood by its
findings in a fatal carnival
accident after the owners of
the carnival ride issued a
blistering attack, question-
ing the qualifications of
safety officials and call-
ing their performance
“dismal.”

Jaro Amusements
Inc. released the
statement Sunday in response to
the department’s final report on
the Sept. 19 accident at St. Mary’s
Parish in Shrewsbury, in which a
car on the Sizzler ride broke apart
in midair, killing one man and in-
juring two other people.

Katie Ford, a spokeswoman for
the department, said Monday that
its investigation “thoroughly and
accurately assessed” the accident
and attributed appropriate respon-
sibility for the accident to the three
mechanical problems with the
ride.

Ta

g their story back

BOLIVIA — Prosecutors

threw out charges against a
‘man who served 20 years in prison
for the sexual molestation of two
girls who recanted their allega-
tions.

The victims, who were 4 and 6
‘when they made the charges, testi-
fied that they falsely accused the
man under pressure from their
grandmother because she wanted
to protect the real abuser — a cous-
in of the girls.

More than 40 members of the
family of Sylvester Smith were in
court when the charges against
him were dismissed. Smith’s reac-
tion to the dismissal was “a jubila-
tion,” said his attomey, Roy Trest.
“We all are jubilant.”

Smith, 53, was serving two con-
secutive life sentences after being
convicted in 1984. At the time, he
was the boyfriend of one of the
girls’ mothers and was living wi

em.

Prosecutor Rex Gore said he
will not pursue charges against the
cousin, who was 9 at the time, be-
cause he was so young. He is serv-
ing a life sentence in state prison
for first-degree murder, Gore said.

Fire injures three

HOUSTON — A townhome

blaze injured a firefighter
and at least two residents, authori-
ties say.

Neighbors told law officers they
heard a loud explosion about 4:30
am. at the two-story home in south-
east Houston. Emergency crews
discovered the fire when they re-
sponded to the report.

A resident was seriously burned,
said firefighters. They said one or
two other residents were taken to
hospitals for treatment of smoke in-
‘halation.

The injured firefighter suffered
less serious burns, according to the
Houston Chronicle’s online edi-
tion.

Taxi killing
WEST PALM BEACH — A
taxi driver killed a drunken
passenger when the man refused
to get out of his cab, police said.
Robert Lee Smiley Jr. was
charged with first-degree murder
and was being held without bail.
The victim, Jimmie Morning-
star, became heavily intoxicated at
a bar and started a scuffle, and a
bouncer paid Smiley $10 to drive
Morningstar home.

ROUNDUP

Outside Morningstar's home,
two witnesses told officers they
heard Smiley yelling at Morning-
star to get out of the cab, and one
saw Smiley try to pull Morningstar
out, then zap him with a stun gun, a
police report said.

Major car troubles

SONOMA COUNTY

When Claud Gipson-Rey-
nolds got his fire truck stuck in the
mud along a rural road, he did
what anyone would naturally do:
He called for a tow truck on the en-
gine’s radio.

The problem was, the intoxicat-
ed Gipson-Reynolds had just sto-
len the fire truck, crashing through
the fire station door, to try to push
his car out of the same mud.

Instead of a tow truck, dispatch-
ers sent the California Highway Pa-
trol to lock him up.

“I could probably get on that
show, ‘World’s Dumbest Crimi-
nals,”” a chastened and sober Gip-
son-Reynolds, 36, said from his
home after bailing out of the jail on
charges of vehicle theft and drunk-
en driving. “I was pretty intoxicat-
edat the time. My thinking was not
the best.

Man loses vote, freedom

PHILADELPHIA — A Lib-

ertarian who lost a race for
Congress last week has been arrest-
ed for evading $87,000 in federal in-
come taxes.

Arthur L. Farnsworth, 42, had
vowed on his Web site that he
would “never file an individual fed-
eral income-tax return again.”

A federal grand jury alleged the

Checking things out
An egret twists its long neck to get
to a hard-to-reach spot on the
underside of its wing while
preening at South Beach Marina
on Hilton Head Island, S.C.

electrical  engineer
failed to pay taxes
for three years on
w2 more than $221,000 in
income and tried to con-
ceal his earnings by
transferring ~ assets  to
. fraudulent trusts and over-
seas bank accounts.
Farnsworth, treasurer of
the Pennsylvania Libertarian
Party, drew fewer than 4,000
votes in his bid for a seat in the
House of Representatives. Re-
publican Michael Fitzpatrick
won the race.

‘Band-Aid Bandit’ back

TAMPA — For nearly three

years, the bank robber with
the beer gut and the trademark
Band-Aid on his left cheek eluded
even the most unconventional ef-
forts to catch him.

The “Band-Aid Bandit” robbed
33 banks in eight counties but al-
ways got away, even as frustrated
authorities distributed remarkably
clear surveillance pictures across
the country and promised a
$25,000 reward for information
leading to his capture.

Then last fall, the portly robber
went into sudden hibernation —
taking more than $300,000 in sto-
len cash wit

But authorities say two recent
robberies in Tampa Bay have con-
firmed that, after a 10-month hia-
tus, the Bandit is back —and as elu-
sive as ever.

Ray Velboom, a special agent su-
pervisor for the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement in
Tampa, was in the Panhandle help-
ing with hurricane relief efforts
when he heard about the Bandit’s
return; he hit a Wachovia Bank in
Hlllsborough County on Sept. 21.

The second recent robbery hap-
pened Oct. 22 at a Capital City
Bank in Spring Hill.

Propane: Terror threat?

DENVER — The FBI is in-

vestigating the reported
thefts of scores of propane cylin-
ders in the Denver area — a crime
spree that has raised fears of a ter-
rorist attack.

About 100 cylinders, each con-
taining about 7.8 gallons of the
highly flammable gas and weigh-
ing about 33 pounds, have been sto-
len from various businesses since
July, FBI agent Monique Kelso

“The potential threat is that
these propane tanks get into the
wrong hands ... and get into the
hands of those that are willing to
commit a crime on the magnitude
of the Oklahoma City bombing or
another terrorist attack,” Kelso
said.

The real Uncle Sam

MASON — Yes, Virginia,
there is an Uncle Sam, and
he lived in New Hampshire.

But the popular “I want you”
image of the bearded old man in
the top hat had little to do with the
real Samuel Wilson.

Nevertheless, Wilson and his
story have intrigued a collector
from France, who recently bought
the 230-year-old Cape Cod where
Wilson lived. Jean-Pierre
Mouraux plans to live in the house
and turn the barn into a museum
for his collection — 350 original
posters, 150 pieces of sheet music
and  various  other  Uncle
Sam-themed knickknacks.

“Uncle Sam is the most impor-
tant symbol. To have that, it's in-
credible,” Mouraux, 62, said of the
house.

Northern lights are shown above a covered
bridge at Wilkinson Pioneer Park in Rock

Sky gone crazy

Falls, lowa.

1 & .
3 3 Terrance Sykes, a Virginia State
Struttlng hlS Sthf University drum major, |||mps into
the air, signaling the rest of his marc| )
Historically Black Colleges and Universities Battlefest 2004.
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Just kickin’ it

Raeford, N.C.

v Derek Goeman gets up close and personal with a
Pucker up 4-year-old bloodhound named Knotty at the West
Michigan Harvest Cluster Dog Show in Comstock Park, Mich.

Rainy day

n
ence Laboratory building.

Andy States, 4, passes the time kicking his soccer ball al Turlington field in

The long road
Robert Frank’s “U.S. 285, New
Mexico, 1956 is part of New York’s
Metropolitan Museum of Art exhibit
“Few Are Chosen: Street Photogra-
phy and the Book 1936-1966.”
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is State University students walk to and from class near a sculpture at the Sci-

Football horror

VALLEJO — A standout

high school football player
in Vallejo died at John Muir Medi-
cal Center after apparently suffer-
ing a serious brain injury during a
football game.

Michael Pennerman, 16, col-
lapsed unconscious on the side-
lines at Corbus Field in Vallejo
after being tackled during the
fourth quarter of a game against
Rodriguez High School of Fair-
field, according to his family and
school officials.

The Jesse Bethel High School
Jjunior never regained conscious-
ness and was treated by medical
personnel at the scene before
being taken to Kaiser Permanente
Hospital in Vallejo. He was later
transferred to John Muir Medical
Center in Walnut Creek, where he
died, said Tish Busselle, spokes-
woman for the Vallejo City Unified
School District.

Stabbing search

BARRE — Police are look-
for a man who allegedly
stabbed a Williamstown teenager.

Edgar Magoon, 17 of William-
stown was stabbed in the chest, po-
lice said. Magoon was taken to Cen-
tral Vermont Medical Center in
Berlin shortly before 12:30 a.m.

He was reportedly treated in the
hospital’s emergency room for a
three-inch stab wound and later re-
leased.

Police were looking for an
18-year-old man known as “E.”
The man, who is believed to be
from New York, may have ties to
the Burlington area, police said.

Fighting for a cause

WINSTON-SALEM — A

man  exonerated after
spending 18 years in prison on a
murder conviction has started a
nonprofit foundation to help inves-
tigate inmates’ innocence claims.

The Darryl Hunt Project for
Freedom and Justice, incorporat-
ed in the past week, also will help
freed inmates rejoin society.

“I wanted to help other people,
to give them a voice, because I
know I was fortunate to have peo-
ple supporting me and speaking up
for me,” Hunt said. “I was inno-
cent, and I know how hard it is for
people who are in prison to have
voices on the outside to speak up
for them.”

Hunt was convicted in the 1984
slaying of Deborah Sykes, a news-
paper copy editor in Win-
ston-Salem. DNA evidence proved
in 1994 that Hunt was not the man
who had raped Sykes, but he was
released only this year, after the ev-
idence led authorities to a new sus-
pect they say acted alone in Killing
Sykes.

Crash landi

Police said nobody on the
ground was injured.

The roof of one house was com-
pletely burned away, and another
house appeared to be nearly gutted
by fire. The mangled remains of
the two-engine Piper Aztec plane
rested on the ground across the
street from one of the homes.

The plane went down after tak-
ing off from Detroit City Airport
and clipping a utility pole, Scott
said. The cause of the accident was
not immediately known.

Gas line explosion

IVEL — A gas line explod-

ed in rural Kentucky, burn-
ing four houses and injuring eight
people, including an off-duty state
trooper who helped others escape,
officials said.

There were no immediate re-
ports on what caused the explo-
sion, state Emergency Manage-
‘ment Agency spokeswoman Stacy
Floden said.

Four people were being evaluat-
ed at hospitals in the area, and
three others were treated and re-
leased.

The gas line is owned by Ken-
tucky-West Virginia Gas and main-
tained by Mark West Hydrocarbon
Inc.

Prisoner’s head crushed

DRAPER — An inmate was

killed accidentally when his
head was crushed in a closing cell
door, officials said.

John J. Gardner, 27, was peering
out his cell at Utah State Prison
when an officer about 150 feet
away activated the mechanism
that closed the cell doors on the
block, the sheriffs department
said.

The officer was standing behind
awall, where the door mechanism
is located, and could not see that
Gardner was not completely inside
the cell, prison spokesman Jack
Ford said.

Ford said when the cell doors
are about to be shut, the guard
shouts out his intentions and the
doors begin closing 10 to 15 sec-
onds later.

eBay inflation case

ALBANY — Eight eBay sell-

ers were ordered to pay
nearly $90,000 in restitution and
fines after admitting they bid up
products online to inflate the pric-
es.

New York Attorney General
Eliot Spitzer said more than 120
people will receive restitution in
the settlement of the three cases,
which wrapped up last week in
state courts.

Spokesman Darren Dopp said
the cases stemmed from specific
complaints, but the office has not

a broad i igation of

DETROIT — A small plane

crashed in a Detroit neigh-
borhood, engulfing at least two
houses in flames, and witnesses
said construction workers at the
scene helped pull two people out of
the wreckage of the aircraft.

The man and woman were taken
to a hospital, where they were in se-
rious condition, said Detroit Fire
Commissioner Tyrone Scott.

the online auction industry and
doesn’t know how widespread the
practice of phony bidding is.

One buyer, Brad Clarke, 48, of
Peachtree City, Ga., already has re-
ceived a check for $3,089 after
overpaying for a 1999 Jeep Chero-
kee sport utility vehicle he bought
on eBay from a New York seller in
2002.

Stories and photos from wire services



PAGE 18

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

FACES

Thursday, November 11, 2004

Role
leads
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to reflect
on family

Actress Kelly Preston
stars in the new come-
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BY LUAINE LEE
Scripps Howard News Ser

elly Preston started her day at
5:30 a.m. with a yogurt and fruit
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Dames take second g to queen

It was more regal than most movie premieres — two
dames and the queen were in attendance at a showing of
“Ladies in Lavender” in Leicester Square in London.

Dame Judi Dench and Dame Maggie Smith, both 69
and co-stars of the film, were given second billing Monday
as Queen Elizabeth IT was the guest of honor.

Proceeds from the event went to the Cinema and Televi-
sion Benevolent Fund, of which the queen has been patron
for 52 years.

Maggie Smith and Judi Dench

“I was more nervous to have Johnny
family because my fami

lots of character:
vous about that.

“For me in one w

going on 50 I w

Dench and Smith, who have previously appeared togeth-
er in “A Room With a View” and “Tea With Mussolini,”
portray two spinsters in a post-World War II Cornish fish-
ing village who take in a mysterious young Polish man
they find half-drowned on a beach.

Dench said she enjoyed the ease of working with Smith

again.
“It’s the shorthand that we get to know,” she said.

Tommy Lee enjoying his school days
Former Motley Crue drummer
Tommy Lee said he’s finding his expe-
rience at the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln to be a lot of work

In a news conference Sunday, Lee
said he loves horticulture, but finds
chemistry to be unbelievably hard.

Another shock: Learning he had to
wake at 6 a.m. to be at Memorial Sta-
dium for drum practice with school’s
band.

“This is the total fish-out-of-water
experience for me,” Lee said. “I
didn’t have the opportunity to go to
college. I was busy touring since the age of 17. So this is
completely strange and bizarre, but a lot of fun and a lot of

y, I was OK with the

separation of my parents because the
ere unhappy being together and the
er being apart, so it was easier

 whatever ot 5 g
and vi

Brutal honesty is not always kind and it's

not always asked for or warranted.”

work.”

Lee, 42, is attending classes and activities during the
filming of an NBC reality show, “Tommy Lee Goes to Col-
lege.” Filming began in early October.

“It's the real deal,” Lee said of his studies.

Keith to perform on AOL Music Live

Toby Keith will become the first country artist to per-
form on AOL Music Live, the live performance series that
has previously tapped Nelly, Usher,
Avril Lavigne and Rod Stewart

The Web concert will stream from
The Factory in Franklin, about 20
miles south of Nashville, Tenn.

Keith said the show is a good way
to reach his fans. &

The concert is part of a media blitz
this week to support the release of his
“Greatest Hits 2” album.

Keith’s hits include “I Wanna Talk
About Me,” “Courtesy of the Red,
White and Blue (The Angry Ameri-
can)” and “Beer for My Horses.”

His latest single is “Stays in Mexico.”

Stories and photos From The Associated Press
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ome stores blacklisting frequent returners

BY ARIANA EUNJUNG CHA
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Darlene Sal-
erno considers herself a loyal cus-
tomer of the Express clothing
chain, shelling out roughly $2,000
for its trendy outfits each year for
the past decade. On a recent shop-
ping trip, she bought a tank top, a
button-down shirt and some
khaki pants, but realized when
she got home that she had similar
items in her closet.

So a few days later she took
them back to the store. She pre-
sented the items and the receipt
and waited for her money.

Instead, the saleswoman hand-
ed her a slip of paper that said
“RETURN DECLINED” and told
her to call the toll-free number at
the bottom for more information.
She phoned and was informed
her account showed “excessive”

As the holiday shopping season
gets into full swing, a number of
major retailers — including KB
Toys and Sports Authority, ac-
cording to store personnel — are
rolling out electronic systems
that weigh the number of returns
and exchanges a person has
made, the dollar value of the
items, and the dates of the trans-
actions to decide whether a con-
sumer should be granted another.
The systems are designed to
catch Shopllﬂel‘b and those who

“wardrobe,” wear clothes and
then return them for a full re-
fund.

But Salerno, a receptionist at a
Manhattan financial firm, said
she falls under neither category.

he returns things often because

Shoppers look for deals

Washington Post

browsing at Dulles Town Center in Northern Virginia recently. Retailers say

return fraud has been a major drain on their coffers. As a result, some stores are denying return requests.

she buys things often. She said
she feels she has done nothing
wrong — the clothes were never
worn and the tags were still at-
tached — but that she was treated
like a criminal.

“I'm embarrassed to go into the
store,” said Salerno, 26. “I love
their clothes, but I'm afraid to
shop there now.”

As more personal information
is collecled into databases, com-
puters have been handed increas-
ing power to make decisions
about our everyday lives. The
technological systems aim to

TUESDAY’'S MARKET SUMMARY

52-week
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NYSE

solve costly and important busi-
ness problems, but the prolifera-
of these “electronic black-
llsts" has alarmed consumer and
privacy advocacy groups who say
many databases have incomplete,
incorrect or informa-

The Fair Credit Reporting Act
of 1970 gives consumers rights
concerning information used to
make decisions about credit, in-
surance, employment or other ser-
vices. Other federal laws impose

on infor-

said even though the database is
not subject to the requirements of
the Fair Credit Act, his company
provides consumers a free copy
of their report when they ask and
it gives them an opportunity to

correct inaccurate data. He
added that very few have disput-
ed the information.

“The system is often highly reli-
able. We have a very fair system
to make us aware of any discrep-
ancies they think they found in
their report,” said Hilinski, senior
vice president of sales and mar-
keting.

He said the company’s privacy
policy prevents him from com-
menting on individual experienc-
es. The company’s criteria for
judging returns varies from retail-
er to retailer and is not disclosed
because it might inadvertently
aid those who want to abuse the
system. It’s possible, the compa-
ny said, that a return rejected one
day could come in the next day
and be approved.

Hilinski added that the compa-
ny is not aggregating return data
from multiple retailers but that
there has been interest from cli-
ents who want to share return in-
formation with one another.

Return fraud has been a major
drain on retailers’ coffers. Richard
Hollmger, a professor of criminolo-

at the University of Florida in

tion.

“Technology has made it cheap
to do all kinds of surveillance and
watch over people and make sure
they obey the rules. But when a
system makes a mistake, what
can you do?” said Richard Smith,
an Internet security and privacy
consultant.

EXCHANGE RATES

mation collected by the medical
establishment or the financial ser-
vices industry. But increasingly,
companies are creating databas-
es not envisioned by such regula-
tions, and there is debate about
which laws, if any, apply.

Peggy Twohig, assistant direc-
tor of the Division of Financial
Practices of the Federal Trade
Commission, which_administers

e Fair Credit Act, said whether
a pamcular information system is
covered by it “depends on the par-
ticular facts of each system, and

ine, Calif-based company that
pmvndes technology for the retail
chain, said the computer denies

said retailers in 2003
lost nearly $30 billion, or 1.7 per-
cent of sales, because of fraud and
that roughly half of that may be re-
lated to bad returns. In recent
years, scammers have used the In-
ternet to launder the money — peo-
ple steal merchandise, return it
for credit slips at stores, then turn
those credit slips into cash by sell-
ing them at a discount on eBay or
other online auction sites.

Retailers like the Limited are
fighting back against such
high-tech fraud with high-tech de-
fenses. Sometime in the spring,
consumers and Express workers
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St. Petersburg  Use Only
42138 Benelux: Mostly to partly cloudy
skies with isolated rainshowers.

tures are today's ¥ = 175, . Highs in the mid 40s to lower 50s,
highs and tonight's Moscon Friday lows in the lower 30s.
lows. Pressure sys- 35724 Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with

tems and fronts are
for noon today.

qusty winds. Highs in the mid 40s to
fower 50s, Friday lows in the lower to
mid 40s.

i croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy

50s, Friday lows in the mid 20s to
mid 30s.

1 Mildenhall/
"4 Lakenheat

° 47/37 UKRANE France: Partly cloudy skies. Highs in
X the mid 40s to upper 50s, Friday

lows in the 30s inland, and in the
lower 50s along the southern coast

Northern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy skies with dense fog. Highs
in the mid 30s to upper 405, Friday
lows in the lower to mid 30s.
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Forecast by: USAFE
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Horoscope

Uranus screeches to a halt like a
two-ton truck stopped on the free-
way of life, demanding our attention
and respect as he decides
to change direction. We
can't always expect the
universal traffic to flow at
the pace we'd like, and
Uranus reminds us that
sometimes a jam can cause
us to observe the things
we'd normally breeze by.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 11). Your year
will center on issues of
independence. Many of you
will become self-employed
within the next six months
o retire altogether. If you're married,
you'll find yourself longing for the
freedom of your bachelor days or
before you had children. Use these
insights to revitalize your marriage
and creative pursuits.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Often, victory comes to us when we
are at our lowest point. You under-
stand that better than any other sign.
You know that if you stumble around

4

Holiday

a glow about you, as if you're cary-
ing a secret — which of course you
are, so don't tell.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A
financial situation that's been stress-
ing you out eases up considerably.
Perhaps a passive/aggressive client

. finally decides to send
Mathis you that check he owes
— you. Maybe your favorite
aunt slips you some mad
money.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Anger
melts away into the warm
and toasty glow of love. It
could be that you've met
your soul mate or have
kissed and made up. But
let's not limit it to that.
You are, to put it simply,
in love with life again.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're like the phoenix. No matter
how burnt out you get, you can rise
from ashes and be rebom into the
strong, beautiful bird you're meant to
be! Hard life lessons teach you to
transform and renew your life force.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). An issue concerning real
estate crops up. Your rent may

T THOUGHT 1 DIDNT vEAR
1 HEARD ANTHING .
'

Calvin and Hobbes

WHET HARPENED
To NouR ARM
NCHY 2

T WoRKED iN
THE ¥-q uNIT
AND CAME HOME
SMELLING LIKE
ANOTHER  DOG.

Jump Start

TS DEFINITELY
WEN HE
PACKED M
SUITCASE.

in the darkness long enough, you're  increase, or you could refinance F]
bound to bump into the light switch.  your mortgage at a really low rate. N
. An elderly loved one facing a
TAURUS (April 20-May 20).  cnange of residence needs you. Let TS oS W | AT e ronee | e @ s
The spring is back in your step, and him or her know you'll hel SUGGESTED TWENTY- SiX IDEAS IVE BEEN CLPFING | | NOW AND DID NOTHING ELSE |
the universe seems to be working ¥ p- DseRuST wesoNG Gnes o UeRS G0N | WS COULD STUL B (00K
RISTS, EACH o GHOM | | ADD THE WORLDWIDE WeB | | AT FLO RGEPTS,
fo you e agintyou CAPRICORN (Des. 22-Jan. s | M T o SR
Enjoy the harmonious improve- 19). There's the old work rut again.  DIFFERENT PRCE RANGES. — =
ments to your love life and your Security is one thing; boredom is | (e Ars e o
wallet. quite another. Find new diversions
to keep things interesting — any-
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Al thing from taking some new busi- >
systems are go for a really fun ness classes to changing the wallpa- | o5
weekend! Get ajump on it now by per on your computer. 5
firming up your plans and rallying L
the troops. You have a good friend | AQ”‘:R":S (an. 20-Feb. 1(8)- o
or older sibling who brings outthe  PSB® & 41 ‘i"‘;g“)fr:':“ﬁ?":“’;‘%;'n g eor 3 \
. - g WANT TO SEE
bestin you. Include that person. cially independent, that can affect B waeee you
CANCER (June 22-July 22). your self-esteem. In love, consider ; é‘é‘éi ‘2\:, |
Home is where your heart is and how much space you need in the " ) g
where all your astrological indicators  relationship. Don't be afraid to ask s
are pointing, too. Expect big chang-  the tough questions. - £
es i this area and probably a lot PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20), -
sooner than you think. Consider Creativity versus stabilty is the 5 H
where i the world you might ke 10 rame. Are you wiling to give up —
move. steady paycheck to live the artists =
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). life? Or are you craving a job that o
Ch-ch-ch-changes (sung in the doesn7| involve pinstripes and time THOUGHTFUL. ) c0R
manner of David Bowie). Thafs the  Ca1ds? Experimentaton i the spioe i G2
operative word, and perhaps nobody ' e &
is feeling it more than you. You have Creators Syndicate > ) % °
2 |
‘s |2
a
@
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a
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WHAT ARE
You DoING?

STUDYING.

OUR PHYSICS S0 I'™M A
TESTWAS  PROCRAS-
YESTERDAT.  TWATOR

/

<
LETS Do THE PLERS
ALLEGUANCE Ar()
"PRAYER..

ERFECT.
WHOM SHALL WE
PRAY FOR. 7

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

HAMMIE Took UiS £LOTHES
OF, PAINTED (EOPAZD S#TS
ONIS UNDERWEAR TVED A
BONCUL OF MOWS.
oSE TO THE SWING SET
AND WAS SWINGING CN
THEM LikE VINES,

N

@’/Q)\

THE ESCAPED TGER!
WAS HERE ALl 7”5

T
TIMEL

s e

< WHET'S THAT YOU WAN ;uzzav
PUT ON DAGWOOD'S
 PoRbenss A_stiker
5

MY COMPANY IS
SELLING GIGANTIC,

CALORTES APTECE.

SHARD_ FILLED DOUGHNUTS|
WITH FORTY THOUSAND

IT'S BASED ON
DOGBERTS THEORV
THAT PEOPLE
PLEASURE- SEEKING
MORONS.

9

. dilbert com_sconadsmagsoLcon

DELICIOUS!
I HAVE ONE

FOR
STRAPPED TO
Y CAR

e 22004 Scat Adar, g 10

7% NICE, BUT IV
R 55;2 eeg% A

TAeEr e

TRY SHEPPING,
IT'S CHEAPER!

o

o

Idaho, the
— State
“The Greatest”
Astonished
U.S. med.
research ctr.
Dunces
Freddy’s street
Took off
Slip-knotted
loops

B&B

Recluse
Per-forming
Never again?
“Phooey!”
Line of
fashion?
Ethereal
Stage-hand
Restfulness
Geneticist's
abbr.

Answer to Previous Puzzle

Across 56 Tackles'
1 Machu Picchu teammates
site 57 More, to Manuel
5 Terrible 58 Category
Lo Down
1 Imago-to-be
preposition 2 Cast-of-thousands
13 Jurist Lance movie
14 Plumbing prob- 3 Sch. mil. org
lem 4 Open a clasp
15 Sub-stance 5 Fad
16 Solidify 6 Noshed
17 Top-notch 7 Raggedy Ann,
18 Approach g
gressi 8 Slow, in
20 Emissary music
22 Awed one's 9 Theater-goers’
reaction mecca
23 Cover 10 Fuzzy bits
24 Stare stupidly 11 Duel tool
27 Blooming 19 Therefore
32 valie 21 Right angle
33 Actress Vardalos
34 Carte lead-in
35 Cinderella’s
curfew
38 Song of joy
39 Non-specific
duration
40 Tilling tool
42 Music halls, once

Get one's dander
up

TIVAES LWL

49 Unfavorable votes

50 History chapter

52 Actress Sorvino

53 Saskatchewan

tribe

54 Moreover

55 Lens opening
11-11 CRYPTOQUIP
CVv C EOLRRDH L GDOILCM
NLOI TV QlJ UKTD, L
NDOUTM GTWEFH uLyJ Cc’'Q
KTFHCME QJ ITMEWD.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WOULD A
DEPARTMENT STORE THAT SOLD STUCCO AND
PLASTER CHOOSE THE NAME WALL MART?
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals E
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No smiles after dental work on dad

Dear Abby: 1am struggling
with a family problem that could
permanently break the bonds
with my parents. I am a dentist,
married with a family, who fol-
lowed my father’s footsteps into
the profession. After five years
working at my father’s
practice, I purchased the
practice at full market
value.

When this happened,
our roles instantly were
reversed.

T was now running the
show. Over the next six
years, I took the practice
in new directions. My
relationship with my
parents became more
strained and distant as
they saw me become
more successful

Father is now retired, and
recently needed to have two
crowns redone. Although my
parents’ dental care is free, there
was an outside laboratory bill for
the fabrication of the two new
crowns that came to about $300.
1 asked my father to pay the lab

Dear Abby

bill.

1 thought things were all right
until my mother came in for a
routine cleaning a few weeks ago
and called me every name in the
book. She couldn’t believe T
would charge my own father for
his dental work after raising me

as their son. What
should 1 do? I told my
mother I'd pay the lab
bill myself. Am I wrong
on this? My parents
and I seem to have
completely different
views.

in Deep Doo-Doo

Dear D.D.
Louise, it was your
FATHER! Where would
you be today if you
hadn't followed his
career path? Allow me to share a
philosophy I learned from my
own dear mother: “If you're going
to do something, give it your best
effort.” In your case, since you
were providing your father’s
dental care “gratis,” that means
you should have gone all the way
__ and been happy to do it.

Dear Abby: My son was
invited to a birthday party.

When I called the mom to
RSVP, I asked her what kind of
toys her son was interested in.
She replied that it was rude to
ask what to buy him, and to just
buy him “something suitable for
aboy.

Abby T wasn't trying to be
rude. I just thought that if T was
going to purchase a gift for the
child, I ought to know what he
was interested in so I wouldn’t
buy him something he wouldn’t
use.

Was I rude to ask the question?
1 shall think twice about asking
again.

— Anonymous in Canada

Dear Anonymous: The mother
was wrong to chastise you.

Not only do I not think you
were rude to ask the question,
but I think it was of

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

JUNMELE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words,

VOBEA

«— You will now
egin your

deliberations
ey

©2004 Tribune Media
Al Rights Reserved.

UPYTT

ervices, (nc.

MYSAID

ON@

s jumble.com

MIRBLE

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

you to ask.

Letters for this column — with your
e number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Take time to volunteer with VA

Dear Annie: A singu-
lar moment in American
history, “the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th
month,” marked the
instant when a hush fell
over the 1918 battlefields
of World War I. Born of
that agonizing time was
Veterans Day. It is the
one day a year that we
pause to pay tribute to
those who have given us
the nation we cherish
today.

At the Department of Veterans
Affairs, our mission is to “care
for those who have borne the
battle.” We do that by offering
high-quality health care, benefits
and compensation, and memorial
services at more than 1,400 loca-
tions across the country.

This yea
veterans, may I suggest that we
all look to volunteer some of our
time at one of these facilities?
Docents at our national cemeter-
ies, and aid

veterans and their families.
To become a VA volunteer,

Annie’s Mailbox

please contact your
nearest VA facility, or
visit our Web site,
www.va.gov/volunteer.
— Sincerely,
Anthony J. Principi,
Secretary of Veterans
Affairs
Dear Secretary Prin-
Thank you for
giving us this opportuni-
ty to urge our readers
to volunteer their time
at one of the VA facili-
ties throughout the
country. We need to let our veter-
ans know how much we appreci-
ate their sacrifices.

Dear Annie: 1just received a
wedding invitation for the daugh-
ter of a family friend. We have
known the family for many
years. The problem is, this is the
second wedding in five years for
“Cheri.”

Her first wedding was chalked
up to an “oops.” Because this is
the groom’s first wedding, it will
be a big, elaborate event.

Cheri and her fiance both are
professionals, with college educa-

tions, stable incomes and nice
homes. I spent $100 on the first
wedding gift, which the bride
still has in her kitchen. I find the
elaborate second wedding very
tacky.

Am I required to spend money
on another wedding present?
Also, I hear there are bridal
showers being planned. I already
gave shower gifts the first time
around. What is my obligation
for these events?

— Second-Wedding-
Bankruptcy-Blues
in South Dakota
Dear S.D.: According to Emily
Post, those who were invited to a
shower for the first marriage
should not be invited to a shower
for the second, unless they are
close relatives and very
friends who would want to Do
there. However, if you do attend
either the shower or the wedding,
you should send a gift.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchei
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Anniers Mailbox c/0 Creators syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Lo
Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate

AFFITI”

Dennis the Menace

by the above cartoon.

Print answer here:

4
(Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles: ABYSS THYME  TRUSTY ROTATE
Answer:  When the yacht ran out of fuel, everybody
ended up in — THE SAME BOAT

Yesterday's

Family Circus

©2004 B1 Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Faaiures Syna
wwwfamilycireus.com

“I wish it was Thanksgiving so | could
start wishing it was Christmas.”

©Gary Larson

*How Bour A MUD- BURGER, MR WiLsonz "
No CALORIES ANP ZERC CARBS!

The Far Side

minutas.

“Hold up, Niles. It says here, ‘These it fish have
been known to skeletonize a cow in less than two.

Now thare’s a vivid thouahtt”

CVERNTHING Wi COING GRERT
UNTIL. PEOPCE BOCAN To WotDeR.
i LEGI6LRTINE N

BILL Wit CALLE
N CRINE LEFT BEINDY.

Non Sequitur
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AFN-TV & Radio

Thursday
AFN-Radio, 1 a.m.—( Co\lege football: TCU
at Louisville
1:30 a.m.—College football:

AFN-Atlanti
TCU st ouisvlle
NBA: Phoenix at Cleve-

s, 2 a.m.—
AFi- sruns, 4:30 am.—NBA: Sacramento
at Seadl
AFN-Sports,
at PRiab

AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College football: TCU
at Louisville (di

30 pm.—NBA: New Jersey

Friday
AFN-) Allanlln. 1:30 am

~Calege football
m.—NBA: Dal-

Detroit at Denver.
NBA: Minnesota at

S S ame
Huustun (mm
N-Sports, 12:30 pm.—Rodeo: Pro Bull
our ()

Rldm'?
shcn m.—College football: Flori-
dast. at North Carofina St. (cIch,

All times Central European Ti d indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All \lstmgs e b

change. Some r: sts not
available in all areas. yafn.
for more informati

Pro football

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
LT Pct PFPA
New England 10 875208 146
NY. Jets 2 0 750 185 138
Buffalo 5 0 1375137 137
Miami 8 0 1111123 186
South
Indianapolis 3 0 625 249 206
Jacksonville 3 0 625128 146
Houston 2 0 00171 174
Tennessee 5 0 375151 178
. North
Pittsburgh 10 875197 137
Baltimore. 30 828154113
Cincinnati 50 1375152 16
Cleveland 5 0 375 160 174
West
wer 3 0 667199 154
Die 3 0 67262 173
Kansas Gity 5 0 375 237 211
kiand 6 0 333 165 247
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
WL Pt
philadelphia 10 875189 131
30 628172 141
Balias 5 0 375 141 203
Washington 5 0 375115133
South
Atlanta 2 0 750 170 170
New Orleans 5 0 375171234
Tampa Bay 50 375143155
Carolina 70 1125124 185
North
Minnesota 30 625211 193
Detroit 30 500 147 171
Green Bay 40 500 206 186
Chicago 50 1375 136 142
West
eattle 30 625194 15
St. Louis 2 0 500 180 205
rizona 50 3 loo ies
San Francisco 0 125 125 224
nday's games
Washington 17, Detroit 10
Arizona 24, Miar
BLiiolo 5 ets 7
Cincinnati 26, Dallas 3
akland 27, C 2
Pittsburgh 27, Philadelph
Tampa Bay 34, Kansas City 31
Chicago 26, N.Y. Giant
Seattle 42, %an Francisco 27
San Diego' 45 New Orleans 17
Denver 31, Houstor

2
, Clevelar
Pt Creen By Wara, Jacksonvile,
see

onday
\ndmnaunhs}l innccota s

unday, Nov. 1
Chicago at Tennesste
Houston atIncanapolis
Baltimore at

i
Giants at Arizo
inesota at Green

Carolina at San Francisco

Buffalo at New

en: Miami, Denver, Qaldand, san Diego
‘Monday,
Philadelphia st balias

College football

Tuesday’s scores
MIDWEST
Toledo 31, N. lllinois 17

NCAA n II playoffs

rday,
iy Ches!er (83)
Eloore 3 2 Bentie (6
Rorth Bakota 8.2y at &, cloud state (82)
Grand valley State (8-2) at Winona State
Midwestern State (8-2) at Colorado Mines
utheastern Oklahoma (82) at Texas
A Kingsville &

ks (%)% Arkansas Tech 0-1)
g ayettevil State (8-3) at Carson-Newman

College basketball

AP Men’: s Ton 25 Schedllle

R e
Norts ;\/msswssmm R .
mingham,

NS S o 5. Savannah State
Fri ma{s games
racuse v ell or princeton

12 |sswsswgm51atevs Alabama A&M
n thern at - Birmingham,

Mempnierv v \ng\ana Purdue-Fort
Wayine o Gecrae vas

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule

(x-must win previous game)
sday’s game

e son
No: 10 Notre Bame va.linois State
No. 10 Ohio State vs. Bowling Green
No. 24 Arizona vs. St. Mary's, Cal.

s gamés

No games schedule

0. 8 Baylor at
NG & Duke \%. SO0 Forida or Niddie
Tennesse
N Nho 10 x Notm Dame vs. Western Illinois or
el
No. lﬂ x -Ohio State vs. Boston U. or Saint
Joseph's
No. 14 Minnesota vs. UNLV at Seattle, 4
p.m.
No. 24 x-Arizona vs. McNeese State or Rice
Monday's game
No. 14 Minnesota at Washington
Women’s Preseason NIT
Flrs( Ro

South Florida Mmme Yormessee

Neese St

Baseball

NL Cy Young Award voting

(With first. second. and third:place votes
and total points on a5:3.1 bas

Playe 1t Zml ard ol
Ro0Gr Clemens, Hou 23

Randy Johnsort Al 8 § 19
Roy Oswalt, Hol 13 5 19
Jason Schmidt S¢ S 1013
Carlos Zambrano, Chi 15 8
Carl P Fla 13 ¢
Eric Gagne, (A -3 3
8rad Lidge: Hou P G |
Ben Sheets, R T |

Three-Time Cy Ynlmg winners

Seve
Roger Clemens, Boston. 1986-87, 1991; Tor-
gto 1957-8; N.Y. Vankees 2001; Houston,

(teve carlton, phiadeiphia, 1072, 1977,
69§ Maddux, Chicago Cubs, 1992; Atlan-

1993-95,
(Randy Tohnson, Seattle 1995; Arizona

Sandy Koufax, Los RSSles, 1963, 1965 65,
Tom Seaver, New York Mets, 1069, 1973,

975.
i Paimer, Baltimore, 1973, 1975-76,
pedro Martinez, Morireal, 1957; Boston

NL Cy Young Award winners
(x-unanimous choice)
2004 — Roger Clemens, Houston
2003 — Eric Gagne, Los jeles.
2002 — Randy ohnson x, rizona
2001 — Randy Johnson, Ari:

1995 — Greg Maddux-x, Atlanta
199 — Greg Maddux-x; Atlanta
1993 — Greg Maddu, Atlanta

1992 — Greg Maddux, Chicago
1591 - Tom clavine, Aflanta
Drabek, Pittsburgh
ark Davis, San Diego
1988 — Orel Hershiser-x, Los Angele
1987 — Steve Becrosian, Philacel ohia

‘om Seaver, New York
1872  Steve Carlton-x, Priladelphia
Io71 = Ferguson Jenkins, Ch

1970 —
Seaver: New Vo Tk
son-x. St L

y 05 Angeles
1368 = S2nay Koua 16 Andeles

1963 — Sandy Koufax-x, Los Angeles

1962 — Don Drysdale, Los Angeles

1960 — Vernon Law, Pitisburgh

1957 — Warren &

1956 — Don Newcombe, Brooklyn

NOTE: From 1956-1966 there was one selec-

tion from both leagues.

Pro soccer

MLS playoffs
con!erenne Championshiy
Eastern Confere ence
New England vs. D.C. United
aturday, Nov. 6
nited 3, New zng\and 3, tie, D.C. Unit-
edwingon penalty kicks
Western '.‘nnlamn:e

Kansas City 2, L0s An%“\es o
gunday, Nov. 14
At Carsor A

D.C. United vs. Kansas City

College soccer

Women’s Div. | tournament
Flr!l Rmmd

1 ill, NC
17-0-2 27 vs.
\lNl\ln & M (11-
lifam & v
atso)” <M

Thars
At Ehay
North Carolina campbell

4) vs. Virginia Tech

Eriday,Nov.12
Asania i
Cahinmm( s ke Sira )
Y (11:2:6) vs. Stanford (12:5:3)

t College Station, Texas
Uingls (13-52) . Rice 144-3)
s AGM (17-5-0) vs. Texas St. (13-9-0)

awrence, Kan.
Nebraska (12-6.0) vs. Ordl Roberts (13:5:1)
Creighton (5.7.6)v2 Kansas (17-4)
a

Colorado (1453 v Uk (1
Portland (17-3-0) vs, Weber St. o)

At Austin, Texas
West virginia (14:50) s, SMU (15-
North Texas (

nn.

arvard (5:6.2) . Connecticut (16:6-1)
Arizona (15 Coll 2)

ayton (20-
Eastern Illinoi ame
s

At Charlottesville, V:
Madison UL7:3)” Vs,

ag2:2)
2Us) 1270 s,

James Virginia

Va. Commonwealth
Bepperdine A -6:0)
an Di

Furman (13-
Wake Forest

A Koy,
o emhasses g34
0'c: z) < A 05

At Colu
Detroit (137118 R o 11-82)
(E3pingcreen 0413 vs. Ohlo St

Yale (13-4:0) ¥, UManova (352
e Connecticut St (18- vs. rinceton

t Gainesville, Fla.
-2) vs. Florida (16:3-3)
oston College

Auburn, Ala.
(un) Vs,

Washington

ham-Southern (126

Clemson (10:7:2) 2 Auburn (1432
State Coll

Birming-

e, P:
0 va: Waryiand (7-6-4)

Lovola, ML (16,
1) vs. Penn St. (18-2-1)

BGhamton (14

Tnesday’s transactlons

ANAHEIM ANGETS AGreeg to terms with
{oe Maddon, bench coach

Ron Roenicke,

fin,first base

and Or-

N two-year

contract extensmns Agreeﬂ( o terms with
Bud Black, pitching coach, and Steve Soliz,

bullpen St Bne Orone e Contracs extan:

"SEATTLE MARINERS—Named Don Baylor
hitting coach.

ationa
COLORAI
M e e Lo o
rectoré and dropped fim as an officer.
FLORIDA MARLINS—Named Mark Wiley
Dltchmg coach and Harry Duniop bullpen

coaeh
DGERS—Named Roy
st vvce presmem ooutg and mayeme-
velopm Sl director of player
deopment ant Gan Feinstein ootcinator

of bascball o erations,
BREWERS—Agreed to terms
ith € Mark Johinson on a minor eague con-

yrchased the con.

B
nsburg Jme L and B sk Kar

‘Rueckel from Edmonton of the PCL.
DES\ n ated RHP RDY Cnrcuran lur ASSIQH-

ent

NEW YORK METS—Released RHP Grant
Roberts and RHP Jose Parra. Named Tony
Sernazard and Sandy Johnson special assis-

HILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Released RHP
e o o; Adreed to terms with RHP Eric
Burke; on Calp, L Allen Dats,

R
Brandon Wogd, C

N Aok Beatie, INE s

cos(e, TRF sason Drobiak, INF Buzz Hannah:

Kevin Barker,
Castellano, OF Jim Deschaine, OF yan Flem-
ing and OF Jim Rushord,

MISSISSIPP BRAVES -Narmed Brian Snitk-

A
grmanager,Phllp Wellman coach, Kent i
§ Gras rainer.

O emteal Basoball
g‘nounced e addiion of the €1
los.

P Yor G A Oowhe Fis Guity mies

e
Continental Basketball League
DAKOTA WIZARDS — SYQHed G Melvin Sand-
ers and G Billy Thom:
Blg:kkv STE lNEADS -Waived F Marvin
GREAT LAKES STORM—Signed G Donnie

Boyce.
10UX FALLS SKYFORCE—Signed G David
Jackson and G Randy Livingston.

at

{onal Football League
ALO BILLS—Signed WR Drew Haddad

to 36 pracuce Souad
OWNS—Placed OL Kelvin
Garmon and b8 Le\gh Bodden on \rgured re:

l ot e practice squad:

o Anmonyoakley omme e practice s(}uad,
5" plac dy Liteton
Si 56d ¢ oon uhbach,

reserve/physically unable
ot OB Glatmaties. Waved
Babby Sippio from
MINNESOTA _ VIKINGS—
Conaty. Signed G Anthon,
practice squad Si
ne practice sala
GIANTS—Placed DE Michael
strahan and DE Keith Washington on injured
feserve, Activated D Lorenzo aromell off
the physically unable to perform s
oY Sl agel
Inred Teseve walved O Brent
Signed s Olier Celestin,
/ASHINGTON

—signed DB
omare Lowe o the ttpracuce Shiad. e
ledsed Wi Garl Seo he' practice

WR- ns’
Billy

e ot
/R Omar Jenkins to

jured reserve,

i

e Socce
. COLORADO ﬂpms ’r.rea Fim Hankinson,

NAIA—Named Dext Smith director ofeg-
islative services.
HAM—Named Pat Carey assistant
baseball coach.
& MARSHALL—Named Steven
Russellmen asgistant baskeiball coach.
nSARDNER-WEB~Named Chris Holtmann
N cnocred SheG e,
MISSISSIPPI Anncuynced fhe msm-ssal of

freshman RB Dawan Woods from the foof
B team or disciplinary reasons.

QUINNIPIAC Kamed Bil"Romano men's
assistant basketball coach.

TANK MCNAMARA

E£50 MIGHT BE
RECONSIDERING TWE

Thomas says
rumors he’ll
coach Knicks
aren’t true

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Seeking to
quell the perception he’s the
man-in-waiting to replace Lenny
Wilkens as coach of the New York
Knicks, team president Isiah Tho-
mas took himself out of the run-
nmg Tuesday.
Tm not coaching the New

York Knicks,”
Thomas  said

NBA
briefs

while also ac-
knowledging
he played a
part in the res-
ignation of
Wilkens’ top assistant, Dick
Helm, following the team’s 0-2
start.

Thomas, who made wholesale
changes to the roster and staff fol-
lowing his hiring 10% months
ago, wasted no time reacting to
his team’s poor start to the new
season.

In place of Helm, Wilkens’ long-
time friend and right-hand man,
Thomas moved director of player
personnel Brendan Suhr to the
bench as Wilkens’ new assistant.

Wilkens said it was the first
time in his coaching career, after
2,450 games, that he would lead a
team without a hand-picked assis-
tant next to him.

Thomas’ comments Tuesday
night were his strongest to date re-
garding the possibility of coach-
ing in New York.

“Now, will I ever coach another
team? That's possible. But as long
as I'm the president of basketball
operations in New York, I don’t
see myself coaching the New
York Knicks. That’s not going to
happen while I'm here,” Thomas
said.

Mavs’ Finley day-to-day after

spraining ankle against Magic
ORLANDO, Fla. — Dallas Mav-
ericks guard Michael Finley
sprained his right ankle Tuesday
night in a 94-84 loss to the Orlan-
do Maglc and was listed as day to

leey came down on the foot of
Orlando’s Hedo Turkoglu on a
drive to the basket with 7:48 left
in the third quarter. He left 19 sec-
onds later and didn’t return.

Finley averaged 19.3 points
and shooting 45.5 percent from
the field in the Mavericks’ first
four games.

Instead of tickets, Bohcats

fans get referred to sex line

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Char-
lotte Bobcats fans were in for a
surprise if they dialed an NBA
ticket number listed in the Bell-
South White Pages: Instead of get-
ting seats, they were told to call a
sex chat line.

“We certainly apologize to any
of our fans who have been incon-
venienced by this,” said Chris
Weiller, a team spokesman.

The NBA expansion team and
BellSouth were unsure how the
mistake happened.
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[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern COnference

L Pt GB
Toronto 31050 -
New Jersey 2 2 50
1233 1»
New York 1233 m
Philadelphia, 103350 2
heast Division
Miami 401000 -
3 1m0 1
Washmgton 2 250 2
1150 2
i 0 4000 4
Central Division
indiana 401000 —
Detroit 3170 1
Milwaukee 1150 2
Cleveland 103250 3
0 3700 3n

Western Conference
‘Southwest Division
WL

Pct B
Dallas a1 80 —
san Antonio 201 667 1
Houston 3 2 600
Memphis 0 400 3
New Orleans 0 4000 3
Northwest Division
utah 401000 -
eattle 30170 1
Minnesota 2 2 50 2
Portland 2 250 2
Denver 14200 3
Pacific Division
Phoenix 401000 —
LA. Lakers 302 .60 1%
LA Clippers 2 2 50 2
Sacramento 1320 3
Golden State 0 4000 4

uesday's games

Orlando 94, Dallas 84

Sacramento 108, Toronto 92
jednesday’s games

Qrlando at Washingion
Portland at Bostor

ew Jersey at Phl\adelphla
LA. Clippers at India
Phoenix at Clevela
A, Lakers at Mcmphvs
Charfotte af Milwau

acramento at Seattle
Thursday's games
Dallas at Miami
Minnesota at Houston
Detroit at Denver
day's games

arlotte
ma na at Pm\aae\pma
rlan

Toronto at Seattle

Tuesday
Magic 94, Mavericks 84

DALLAS — J.Howard 0-8 2-2 2, Nowitzki
5-1610-11 20, Dammer: 9127, Finley 2-83-4
8, Harris 1-7 Daniels 717231 Stack-
house 4-14 4-7 1. ,Terry -
son 03 0-0 0, S.Bradle)

0-0 0. Totals 28-96 25-3¢
INDO 1l 6-1
-5 15, Cato 24 2:2 6.
G 616 altic
44 19 Garrity 2 !?
JNeIsoMEUO& Riradi y0:000 50, steven:
0 00 -0 0. Totals 35-84 23-
D 12 13 22 22-84
19 25-94
Three Pomt Goals Da\las 3 lZ (Terry -4,

Finley 1-1, Now tarris 03, Stach
house 0- 3).Grlandu L xz (mrkuglu L5 Inel

fs = Cato, Francis.  A-13155
Cavaliers 93, Hawks 79
CLEVELAND — James E l7 8-12 25, Good-
en 03222, I\ga k 2
T2 17 b -
-aylor \\I\amsDDZZZ Newb\e
l 62 2 6 Tﬂ!a\s 31 6529 -36 93,
ATLANTA —
er 8-20 5-¢ 9 22, W
0-0 2, Diay 21-13, Ba
1-60-02, IvaZ 41-17 JS

njak 79 56 19, Childress 0
Eavee)
Clevela

14
Meeboint Goals—Cleveland 28 (MEa

13, fames, 14, Traylor 0-D). Atlanta 111

(Walker 17, Diaw derson 0-1, Drot
ak 0.1, Harrington 61 Uied out-Nor
ebourds—Cle

land 25, Atlanta hnicals—ligauskas.
R, befen e, & el e Wi
A—19,624 (19,445).

Heat 103, Wizards 93

WASHINGTON — Jamison 6-182-2 14, Ruf-
fin 0-0 0-2 0, Haywood 2-3 0-2 4, Arenas 7-14
2320, Hugtes § 89277 Hayes 410 5L
Dixun 4-10 2-2 12, Jeffne 0-10-0 ﬂ Iker

o o B, AHenZ 6 n M ool 106,05 per
N 0-2 00 Totals 4179 16:2 103

16 21 26 30— 93

—103

, pecler
Hug on 0-2), ~ Miami
(Oones 4 o e, Dooling -1, EJones
lled Gut—None. Reboun

03).Foul ing-
oot famaon T, Mm%

Ast\em 10). Assiste.Washington 23 (are-
), 9). Total fouls—

WSstigton 34, bhami31: A— 18,465 (15600).

Knicks 96, 76ers 88

PHILADELPHIA — lguodala 47 4:6 13,
17, Jackson 3-9 0-06, Green

-0 8, bavis 1-1 0-0 3. Totals

Ku.Thomas 4-100-28, T.Tho-

pas 30127, ohammed 71046 18, Craw-
48 Marbury £.12 4413, Sweet:

n?auzs, 14, Hardaw; ey 25
Wi 0+ §337 Towis Srrr608 30

Nets 64, Trall Blazers 60

bdur-Rahim 5-16 3-4

RandoIgN 513 6.6 16, K&l 11 6.0, Ande

-14 3°6 11, Stoudamire 2-12 2-3 7, Miles

1433 7, Van Exel 16 2-2 4, Patterson 0-1
0-00, Telfair 0-10-0.0. Totals 19-78 19-24.

RSEY — EWilliams 07 0-2 0, Col-
lins 25 0-04, Moummg 21044 14 Jeftérson
s \a 12, AWilliams 1-3

002, 33 Seaime a1 23
12 Bulord e Tors BT 113 64
22 14 14-60
My 19-64
Viree-pomt Goals—Portiand 310 \(ande

28, Stoudamire 14, R:
Abdur-Ranim 01, Telfair 01, Van 4,
New Jersey 3.7 (Buford 2-3, Je"erson L3
scalabrine 0-1). ol out o, aboun

lan o

19, New Jersey 24
‘Technical—New Jersey Defensive Three Sec-
ond. A-13.621 (19,6803

Pacers 102, T-wolves 101

INDIANA — Jackson 8-19 4-4 21, O'Neal

922522, Pollard 622 8 Flones 611 0:0

14, Tinsiey 6-17 4-4 18, Croshere 3-5 2-2.

Lones 1-1 2.2 4 Harison 00 0-0 0, Gill 2 v

347 Totals 36632125 1

SoTA - Szcz‘erbmks 1es car

nett 8-

sweweu o532 21 Cassell
n 1-10-0 2, Hudsor oS s et 45
8, grifin 1 waz Carter 0-00-00. Totals

ndia 22

Minnesota s

T oals— Indlana 27 dinsley

25, Flones 2:5. Jac al o
mnesota 516 (Szczerblak
. Sprewell 12) roul

= ONeal Raboun

anesm.o(aam
(Tinsley 6), Minnesc
al” foulsindiana 25,
A—15,409 (19,006).

Lakers 106, Hornets 98
LAKERS — Bu(ler 10- J: 1-2 23, Odom
m

Minnesota 20,

ORLEANS — _ Lynch 1-30-02, P.8rown
2:73-47, Magloire 6-96-8 18, Davis 5-20 10-11
23, Wesley 4-14 1-1 10, Rogers 2.5 22 6,

Andersen 2-4 2-2 6, Armstrong 4-10 5-5 1.
ST Lso02, o 584410, Totals 30-85

I..A. Lakers 735 19106

akers. 2
Three Pmnll Gopls—L. La Gidrs 835 (At—

01, led out.
s-LA. Lakers 4 (Butler
7 (Magloire 11).
15 22 (Atkins o), New Drlelans
al

Beienane Thrae Second 5, Wesley. Davie,
A=17,302 (17,200).

Suns 94, Bulls 74

4 Harrington 1-5
wis 2:3 2-2 6. To-

BBu

hica 17 23-14
Three- Poml Goals—Phoenix 122 ohnson
4:6, Richardson 3-7, Jacobsen 0-2,

ond. A l‘l 595 (21,711).
Rockets 90, Grizzlies 87

, Wells 6-130-0 13, Wi
5226, Swift 3-9 12
nes 2:40-0 4, Watson
83240, Totals 27 65 29-34 87,

2
— Jackson 4-10 1-1 11, Taylor
61100 120 61555 14, MeGrady 5 113
12, Ward 2'5 2-28, Mitombo 2-22-2 6, Lue 1.8
002, Nachbar1234 ioward 7.12 6:6 20,
. Totals 34-73 17-19 90.
26 25 21 15-87

Three Secorid. A—11,568 (17,882).

SuperSonics 108, Nuggets 88

£uis 10:16 4.7 27, Evang 24
inour 4-80-09, Allen

SEATTLE — Ley
246 ames 1.

szszsu 108

— 88
erecboint Goals-— Sea!tle o5 Rien
Radmanovic 1

micalsSeattle Def
ree Miller.
ed—Daniels, Miler. A~ 12962 (19,050).

Kings 108, Raptors 92

RONTO . Rose 51556 15, Bosh 1600
s 39.0:1 6 Carter 16 46 12 Alston

Eject-

5.822 12, Araujo 03 0-0 0. Totals 35

Stojakovic 5-13 33
n 21, Miller 914 3-

-9 2-2 8, Barn:

1312 18, Songalla 3-3
Evans 1-2 3-4 5, Martin 0-1 0- i
0-02. Totals 4583 16-21 108,

FAEABOME Goals— Toront' &23 (iston
zsmrsonnM 13 Marshall 1
orner 0-1, Rose 0.3, Carter 0:4), Sacramen:
£0.2114 (ackson 1, Stojakovic 1-6, Christie
0-1 Barnes 0-2, Bibby 0-3). ‘Foulled out-

0 26. Technicals—Toronto coach Mitchell.
A-17,317 (17,317

Heat: Shaq’s numbers down; team’s are up

HEAT, FROM BACK PAGE

“We were bad on offense,” Wiz-
ards coach Eddie Jordan said.

“We couldn’t make a shot,
couldn’t make a play.”
Miami is averaging 103.3

points and shooting 51.5 percent
from the field. And Wade, benefit-
ing in large part from the atten-
tion teams must give O'Neal, is av-

eraging 27 points, on 57.4 percent
shooting, and eight assists.

"Neal’s numbers are down,
16.5 points and 7.8 rebounds are
well off his career averages. But
as long as the Heat are winning,
he says he doesn’t mind.

“When I get the ball, the other
team is going to have to do one of
two things: Either come double,
or watch and see what I do,”
O'Neal said.

Damon Jones added 12 points
for Miami, which led by 29 points
with 9:14 remaining, but was out-
scored 28-9 the rest of the way.

“I was happy with our defense
for large parts of the game,” Heat
coach Stan Van Gundy said.
“Every coach in the league is
fighting it: We've got to master 48
minutes all the time, same effort
no matter who's in the game, and
we didn't do that at the end.”

PAGE 25

Hill's return making
difference for Magic

The Associated Press

The Orlando Magic are seeing
just what they missed when
Grant Hill was sidelined by inju-
1y year after year.

Without Ron Artest and a slew
of injured players, the Indiana
Pacers haven’t missed a beat.

he stress fracture in Hill's left
ankle limited him to 47 games be-
fore this season since he joined
the Magic in 2000. He made his
presence felt at home Tuesday
night, scoring 17 points and grab-
bing nine rebounds in Orlando’s
94-84 victory over the Dallas Mav-
ericks.

Since Hill got to Orlando, the
Magic never advanced out of the
playoffs’ first round, and last year
they finished 21-61. But he looks
good, so far, in four games as the
Magic are 3

Hill has already been able to
play on back-to-back nights and
he will do it again Wednesday
when his team plays at Washing-
tor

n.

“We've still got a lot more im-
provement,” Hill said. “I know I
do, but that’s why it’s early in the
season for us. ... As long as we can
continue to get better and learn
how to win games in different
styles, whether it's having to win
big or having to claw to get back
into games, hopefully that will
prepare us for our ultimate goal
which is the postseason.”

The Pacers started this season
as a title contender and have
shown nothing to change those
opinions.

Jermaine O'Neal had 22 pomls
and eight rebounds to help
banged-up, unbeaten Pacers hold
off the host Minnesota Timber-
wolves 102-101 — with Ron Art-
est benched for an unspecified
reason.

Indiana is 4-0, and the Pacers
got there desplte the absence of
Jonathan Bender (knee), Reggie
Miller (broken hand) and Antho-
ny Johnson (broken hand).

Artest’s unavailability was the
most confounding. Last season’s
NBA Defensive Player of the
Year, did something Monday that
“compromised the integrity of the
team,” coach Rick Carlisle said.
He added that it was a “private
team matter” and said that Artest
won’t play Wednesday against
the Los Angeles Clippers, either.

“This team is so far from being
a one- or two-man show,” O’Neal
said. “Pref soon someone’s
going m have to say something
about u:

Hill’s s performance was bol-
stered by a fine supporting cast.

Steve Francis had 16 points, 10
rebounds and nine assists, and
No. 1 draft pick Dwight Howard
chipped in with 15 points and 11
rebounds.

Artest was missed, but just not
to the point that it cost the Pacers.

Down the stretch, Minnesota
forged a comeback led by Latrell
Sprewell (21 points) and Wally
Szczerbiak (20 points), but Indi-
ana held on.

“We showed a lot of poise and a
lot of team camaraderie,” guard
Stephen Jackson said.

Nets 64, Trail Blazers 60: At
East Rulhe!ford N.J.,, Alonzo
Mourning scored 14 points and

'

grabbed 12 rebounds in his first
start since his kidney transplant,
and New Jersey beat Portland in
what was nearly the lowest scor-
ing game in modern NBA history.

The 124-point total was only
five off the previous record for
combined scoring futi

Portland’s Zach Randolph led
all scorers with 16 points.

Knicks 96, 76ers 88: Jamal
Crawford scored 22 points, Ste-
phon Marbury had 13 points and
12 assists and Nazr Mohammed
scored 18 to help the host Knicks
win their first game of the season.

Allen Iverson led Philadelphia
with 29 points and 10 assists but
committed nine of the Sixers’ 28
turnovers.

Cavaliers 93, Hawks 79: At At-
lanta, LeBron James scored 25
points, equaling the Hawks’ en-
tire output in the second half.

Zydrunas Tlgauskas added 27
points to help Cleveland win for
the first time this season. Atlanta
is winless in four games.

Suns 94, Bulls 74: are
Stoudemire had 26 points and a
season-high 15 rebounds to lead
four Suns pl: yers in double fig-

res, and Phoenix earned
its fourth stralght victory.
Shawn Marion also had a dou-

Roundup

ble double, finishing with 14

rebounds, an
Seve Nash added 5 aesits and
cight point

ints.

The Suns (4-0) lead the NBA in
scoring and have won all of their
games by double digits.

Lakers 106, Hornets 98:
Kobe Bryant scored 31 points —
including 14-for-14 from the line
— to lead visitng Los Angeles.

The Hornets trailed by 33
points in the third quarter but out-
scored the Lakers 42-19 in the
fourth to make it close.

Caron Butler added 23 points
on 10-for-14 shooting. Baron
Davis led New Orleans with 23
points.

Rockets 90, Grizzlies 87:
Tracy McGrady left in the third
quarter with a hip injury, and the
host Rockets hung on to beat the
winless Grizzlies.

McGrady strained his right hip
and said he wasn’t sure if he
would be able to play Thursday
against Minnesota. He finished
with 12 points, seven assists and
six rebounds.

SuperSonics 108, Nuggets
88: At Denver, Ray Allen scored
30 points to help Seattle prolong
the Nuggets’ early-season misery.

Rashard Lewis scored 27
points, Luke Ridnour had 11 as-
sists, and lhe Sonics improved to
a surprising 3.

armelo Amhony scored 20
points for the Nuggets (1-4).

ramento, Calif.
had 21 points, 11 rebounds and 11
assists — his 18th career tri-
ple-double — to help the Kings
win their first game of the season
and hand Toronto (3-1) its first
loss.
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Wake's Pau

Guard leads season
of great expectations
in Winston-Salem

BY JIM O’CONNELL

The Associated Press

Chris Paul is going to hear Tim Duncan’s
name a lot this season.

The sophomore guard from Wake Forest
was the leading vote-getter Tuesday on The
Associated Press’ preseason All-America
team, joining Duncan as the only players from
the school to earn that honor.

Paul received S5 votes from a national
media panel to make the team along with four
seniors: Lawrence Roberts of Mississippi
State (50 votes), Wayne Simien of Kansas
(50), Julius Hodge of North Carolina State
(41), and Hakim Warrick of Syracuse (33).

‘The Demon Deacons are second in the pre-
season Top 25, matching the highest ranking
in school history. The previous stays at No. 2
came when Duncan played at Wake Forest.

Paul led the Demon Deacons to the round of
16 in the NCAA tournament last season, the
first time they got that far since 1997, Dun-
can’s last year.

“One of the hardest things for Chris to un-
derstand last year was that I trust him com-
pletely,” Wake Forest coach Skip Prosser
said. “I want him to play, not to think.”

The 6-foot Paul averaged 14.8 points, 3.3 re-
bounds and 5.9 assists last season while shoot-
ing 49.6 percent from the field and 84.3 from
the free throw line. As his freshman season un-
folded, he became one of the premier players
in the Atlantic Coast Conference.

“I just love the way he commands a game,”
Prosser said. “Despite his angelic appear-
ance, he’s extremely competitive. ... He’s not
without flaws, but I wouldn’t trade him for
any point guard in the country.”

Roberts is one of two returning All-Ameri-
cas from last season.

Ryan Gomes of Providence is the other, but

Guard Chris Paul, above, joined Tim Duncan as
the only Wake Forest players to lead voting for
the AP preseason All-America team. The No. 2
Demon Deacons start their season Nov. 15 at
home against George Washington.

he finished sixth in voting for the preseason
eam.
The 6-foot-9 Roberts started his college ca-
reer at Baylor and left there when the pro-
gram fell into disarray after a player was
killed. He averaged 16.9 points and 10.1 re-
‘bounds for the Bulldogs last season and many
people thought he would leave for the NBA.
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| tops All-America team

“Nothing’s going to change in a year, unless,
God forbid, an injury or something like that
happens. Everything’s going to work itself
out,” Roberts said. “Any time I see a person re-
turn, I see it as a positive.”

The other three players also put off a shot to
play with the pros.

Simien averaged 17.8 points and 8.3 re-
‘bounds as a junior for the Jayhawks, the No. 1
team in the preseason rankings. The 6-9
Simien, who shot 53 percent from the field
and 81 percent from the line, battled knee,
shoulder and groin injuries during his first
three seasons.

“He is the most improved player on our
team,” Kansas coach Bill Self said. “If he’s
able to stay healthy, and I believe he will, T
think he can play to that level. He’s improved
alot”

Hodge was the ACC player of the year last
season after averaging 18.2 points, 6.4 re-
bounds and 3.6 assists for the Wolfpack, who
finished second in the league. He was second
in the conference in scoring and led it in shoot-
ing (51.3 percent).

But the season ended with a loss to Vander-
bilt in the second round of the NCAA tourna-
ment, a game Hodge fouled out of with less
than 3 minutes to play.

“That was the game we lost and we’ve got-
ten better since then,” Hodge said. “So we can
use that as a learning tool, and it gives us that
much more experience and makes us that
much better for the upcoming season.”

Warrick was a key member of Syracuse’s
national championship team in 2002 and he’ll
be part of an inside-outside combination this
season with junior guard Gerry McNamara.

“I put alot of pressure on myself,” said War-
rick, who flirted with entering the NBA Draft
after averaging 19.8 points and 8.6 rebounds
as a junior. “I came back for a reason, and that
was to be the No. 1 player in the country,
come back and win a national championship.”

Jameer Nelson of Saint Joseph's and
Emeka Okafor of Connecticut both were pre-
season and postseason All-Americas last year.
The other players on the 2003-04 preseason
team were Ricky Paulding of Missouri, Ike
Diogu of Arizona State, and Raymond Felton
of North Carolina.

Sophomore guard

leads vote-getters

Chris Paul of Wake Forest was
the leading vote-getter selected
to The Associated Press’
preseason All-America team.
Alook at the starters:
Chris Paul

uard
Wake Forest, So.
6ft, 0in.
As a freshman, was
one of the premier
players in the ACC.
Averaged 14.8 points and 3.3
rebounds while shooting 49.6
percent from the field.

Julius Hodge
Guard/Forward

N.C. State, Sr.

61t, 3in.

Was the ACC player
of the year last
season. Was second in the
conference in scoring and led in
shooting at 51.3 percent.
Lawrence Roberts
Forward

Mississippi State, Sr.
6ft, 9in.

Returning All-America
from last season.
Averaged 16.9 points and 10.1
rebounds.

Wayne Simien
Forward

Kansas, Sr.
61ft,9in.

Average 17.8 points
and 8.3 rebounds,
shot 53 percent from Ihe field and
81 percent from the line.

Hakim Warrick
Forward

Syracuse, Sr.

61t, 8in.

Flirted with entering
the NBA Draft after
averaging 19.8 points and 8.6

rebounds.

LSU dynamo Augustus heads women’s list

BY CHUCK SCHOFFNER

The Associated Press

Give Seimone Augustus the bas-
ketball and watch her go to work.

Nothing is more comforting to
the LSU Lady Tigers — or more
unsettling for their opponents.

“When she touches the ball,”
LSU coach Pokey Chatman said,
“something special is going to
happen.”

Augustus has tormented defend-
ers for two years and the acco-
lades have poured in. She re-
ceived another Tuesday as the No.
1 choice on The Associated Press’
preseason All-America team.

The 6-foot-1 junior received 44
of 45 votes from a national media
panel. She was joined on the team
by Minnesota’s Janel McCarville
(35 votes), Kansas State’s Kendra
Wecker (33), Tennessee’s Shyra
Ely (20) and Notre Dame’s Jac-
queline Batteast (19).

Augustus, Ely and Wecker
were third-team All-Americas
last season, while McCarville and
Batteast were honorable men-
tions.

Augustus, a starter from the
day she arrived at LSU, averaged
19.4 points and 6.0 rebounds last
season and was at her best in the
NCAA tournament. She strung to-
gether games of 21, 26, 29 and 29
points in leading LSU to its first
Final Four appearance.

“In my opinion, she is the best
player in the country,” said Bay-
lor coach Kim Mulkey-Robert-
son, whose team plays LSU on
Sunday. “I go back to the Cheryl
Miller days, the Cynthia Cooper
days. She is that kind of player.”

Also a stronger player, said
Chatman, who would like to see
her star make better use of her
free throw shooting. Augustus
shot 90 percent from the line last
season but averaged only three at-
tempts a game.

“She’s taking more contact,”
Chatman said. “Sometimes I tell
her she lets the defense off the
hook. When you shoot 90 percent
from the line, you should try to
get there more often.”

While Augustus plays with a
fluid athleticism, McCarville’s

AP preseason women'’s
All-America team
The Associated Press’
season womens AlLAmerics basketbal\
team, with school year, height, position,
Votes from 3 45.memer natjonai media
pane e\andkeyst tats from asts
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votes, 194ms R oo 16 tsale, 538 fg

pet, 501
Tanel McGarulle, Mimesota, 5. 62, <.
35161 pts 108 e, 2 29steals i fapet

st, Sr. 511, ,
S een i reba lssteals s;ozkp

Teny 0,145
Eto e, oL

rasseal
ueline Batteast, Notre Dame, Sr,
e pa B vee s e,

game is built on strength and
power in the low block. But like
Augustus, the 6-2 senior was sen-
sational in regional play while
leading the Gophers to their first
Final Four.

McCarville averaged 19.4
points and 15.0 rebounds in five
NCAA games, setting a tourna-
ment record with 75 rebounds.
For the season, she averaged a
double-double (16.1 points, 10.8
rebounds) and shot 61.6 percent.

“She has already proven she is
a dominating player in the paint

and the premier post player in the
country,” Minnesota coach Pam
Borton said. “This season she has
the chance to become the best
player in the nation overall.”

McCarville has to overcome a
minor setback. A broken bone in
her left hand will keep her out of
at least two games.

Wecker, a 5-11 senior, assumes
more responsibility at Kansas
State now that All-America cen-
ter Nicole Ohlde is gone. Even
with Ohlde around, Wecker got
plenty of opportunities last sea-
son, averaging 16.8 points and 8.1
rebounds.

She needs 518 points to pass
Ohlde as the Big 12’s career scor-
ing leader. Wecker scored 521
last season.

“Playing out here in the Mid-
west, we don’t receive a lot of rec-
ognition like some of the big pow-
erhouse schools such as Tennes-
see, Duke and UConn,” Wecker
said.

Ely is the third preseason
All-America with Final Four expe-
rience. She averaged 14.5 points

and 8.0 rebounds last season to
lead a balanced Tennessee team
that lost to Connecticut in the na-
tional championship game.

This season, the 6-2 senior is
being counted on to do more.

“We need for her to be a defen-
sive stopper and an offensive
go-to,” coach Pat Summitt said.
“There 's no question she’s ready
for it. I think that starts in prac-
tice and she’s demonstrated she
wants that role.”

Reliability has been the mark
of Batteast's career at Notre
Dame. The 6-2 senior has started
64 straight games and scored in
double figures in 72 of 90 games.

Batteast averaged 16.0 points
and 8.6 rebounds last season in
helping Notre Dame reach the
East Regional semifinals. She
wants more this season, namely a
trip down the highway to India-
napolis and the Final Four.

“We all have one goal in mind
and we're going to do everything
possible to make that happen,”
Batteast said. “Individual awards
are great, but the success of this
team is what this season will be
all about.”
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Toledo derails
No. Illinois’
MAC title run

The Associated Press

DEKALB, Ill. — Scooter Mc-
Dougle ran for 133 yards and two
touchdowns, and Toledo took con-
trol of the MAC

West race with
co"ege a 31-17 victory
football [phegy e

| { (-} -3 linois on Tues-
day night.

Toledo (7-3, 6-1) can wrap up its
third trip to the conference cham-
pionship game in four years by
beating Bowling Green on Nov. 23.

Northern Illinois (7-3, 6-1)
blew a chance to clinch a spot in
its first MAC title game.

The Huskies played without
Garrett Wolfe, who missed the
game due to an unspecified injury.
Wolfe leads the nation in scoring
(12 points per game), touchdowns
(18) and points (108).

Trailing 17-14 at halftime, Tole-
do scored 17 unanswered points.

Finalists announced for
Thorpe, Lombardi awards
Miami’s Antrel Rolle and Au-

burn’s Carlos Rogers are among

12 semifinalists for the Jim Thor-

pe Award announced Tuesday.
The other semifinalists for the

13

Texas' Derrick Johnson is one of
four finalists for the Lombardi
Award, given yearly to the na-
tion's best linebacker or lineman.

award given annually to college
football’s best defensive back are:
Tennessee’s Jason Allen, Georgia
Tech’s James Butler, Georgia's
Thomas Davis, Wisconsin’s Jim
Leonhard, Oregon State’s Mitch
Meeuwsen Clemson’s Justin Mill-
er, New Mexico’s Brandon
Payne, Michigan’s Ernest Shazor,
LSU’s Corey Webster and Virgin-
ia Tech’s Jimmy Williams.

For the second straight year,
Georgia defensive end David Pol-
lack is a finalist for the Lombardi
Award, given annually to the na-
tion’s top lineman or linebacker.

Southern Cal defensive end
Shaun Cody, Wisconsin defensive
end Erasmus James and Texas
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Derrick Johnson are
the other finalists.

Purdue QB Orton questionable
INDIANAPOLIS — After miss-
ing last week’s 23-21 loss to Iowa
— Purdue’s fourth straight —
Boilermakers quarterback Kyle
Orton said he was “50-50” for Sat-
urday’s game against Ohio State.
Asked Tuesday if he would be
able to play, Orton, who has a hip
injury, said, “I have no idea. It’s
hard to tell. Some days I feel good,
and other days I feel not so good.”
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CU’s season hasn'’t slipped away

In spite of scandal, inconsistent play, Buffs can reach Big 12 title game

BY EDDIE PELLS
The Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — The coach
is in trouble because he doesn’t
win enough games. The athletic
director is in trouble because his
department doesn’t have enough
money to fire the coach. The play-
ers, meanwhile, are playing for a
championship.

It has been a bizarre
season at Colorado,
and nothing is more bi-
zarre than the fact that
the Buffaloes — yes,
the scandal-plagued,
youth-filled, inconsis-
tent Buffaloes — still
have a legitimate
chance to make it to
the Big 12 title game.

They can thank their
rivals in the Big 12
North, which is turn-
ing out to be one of the
weakest divisions in
the history of big-time
college football.

None of the teams
have better than a 5-4
overall record. Iowa
State and Nebraska
lead the division with
3-3 marks in confer-

Missouri, Kansas State and Col-
orado are one game behind. All
five teams are in the running, and
at CU, that's a reason for the
coaches and players to smile — or
maybe just shrug their shoulders
considering everything they've
been

“I think we re beyond clinging,
beyond hanging on,” Colorado
coach Gary Barnett said Tuesday.
“There’s like a renewed vigor, a
renewed enthusiasm, a renewed
sense of quest.”

It's funny how quickly things
change.

Just last week, Barnett was talk-

ing about how the rape and re-
cruiting scandal that mush-
roomed last offseason had taken a
toll on his young team, which was
4-4,1-4 in the conference, after a
31-7 loss to Texas.

Also last week, the Rocky
Mountain News reported that ath-
letic director Dick Tharp could
be on his way out soon.

Colorado quarterback Joel Klatt (14) recovers a fumble
during the Buffaloes’ come-from-behind 30-21 victory at
Kansas last Saturday. With victories over Kansas State
and Nebraska, Colorado might win the Big 12 North title.

Tharp had already seen a good
bit of his power stripped in the
wake of the scandal. The athletic
department isn’t making much
money, which some believe
Jeaves the program beholden to
Barnett, win or lose. It would cost
about $2 million to pay off the re-
maining two years of his contract.

Tharp also alienated boosters
with a plan to ask some longtime
season-ticket holders for “dona-
tions” of up to $300 to retain their
tickets. Tharp, meanwhile, has de-
nied that he plans to leave.

But since Colorado’s 30-21 vi
tory at Kansas last Saturday —
game in which the Buffs over-
came an early 14-0 deficit — the

talk of hirings and firings has
been replaced by thoughts of an
improbable championship chase.

There’s a new sense of urgency
in practice. Players are talking
about bowl games and the postsea-
son instead of playing out the
string. And even though a meet-
ing with No. 2 Oklahoma is the
likely reward for winning the
North — not a pretty
prospect — at least the
Buffs would be playing
instead of watching.

“Why sit here and be
average when we can
goto Kansas City?” run-
ning back Lawrence
Vickers said.

The tiebreakers are
convoluted, to say the
least. Suffice it to say
that Colorado does not
control its own desti-
ny, but if it defeats
Kansas State on Satur-
day and Nebraska on
Nov. 26, there are a
handful of scenarios
that would land the
Buffs in Kansas City,
playing in their third
conference title game
in four years.

The Buffaloes are also one win
from being bowl eligible, and
even if it is a trip to Shreveport,
La., for the Independence Bowl, it
would have to be deemed a suc-
cess for the program.

To Barnett, who was suspend-
ed last spring and whose job was
called for by columnists in the
local papers as recently as two
weeks ago, this team has been spe-
cial — not so much because of the
football it has played, but rather
for the travails it has endured.

“It’s like being the father of a
kid going into his teens and trying
to figure everything out,” he said.
“And on top of that, Dad almost
loses his job.”

Clarett says Ohio St. broke rules

BY RUSTY MILLER
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Former
Ohio State star Maurice Clarett
accused football coach Jim Tres-
sel, his staff and school boosters
of arranging for him to get pass-
ing grades, cars, and thousands of
dollars, including for bogus sum-
‘mer jobs. The school immediately
denied the claims Tuesday.

Most of Clarett’s charges, made
in an interview with ESPN The
Magazine, were addressed as
part of an NCAA probe that found
the running back lied to investiga-
tors, leading to his suspension
from the team he helped win the
2002 national title.

Ohio State athletic director
Andy Geiger was not surprised
by the accusations, saying Clarett
had vowed to hurt the program.

“In moments of frustration dur-
ing the investigation, (Maurice)
might say something like, ‘T can
blow this whole program up,” or
something like that, and so we
would then say, ‘OK, blow it up.
Tell us what you know, ” Geiger
said.

After being suspended by Ohio
State and the NCAA for the 2003
season, Clarett went to court to
challenge the NFL's rule prevent-
ing players from entering the
draft less than three years after
graduating from high school. He
won initial federal court ruling
but lost several appeals and was
kept out of the draft.

Friends and family members
say Clarett has been working out
with a personal trainer in prepara-
tion for the 2005 NFL Draft. He
has not spoken publicly in
months.

“I have had a chance to read
the article, and the allegations as
they were mentioned are, simply,
untrue. Period,” Tressel said.

According to the magazine,
Clarett said Tressel set him up
with a loaner car.

Geiger said Tressel did try to
help Clarett buy a car through the
dealership that leases cars to sev-
eral Ohio State coaches and ad-
ministrators. But Clarett and his
mother did not meet with the deal-
er to make arrangements to buy
the car, and the dealership came

to Columbus several days later to
repossess it.

Geiger said Tressel’s actions
did not break NCAA rules, adding
that the coach put other players
in touch with the dealership, too.

Clarett also said members of
Tressel’s staff introduced him to
boosters who shpped him thou-
sands of dollars in cash — the bet-
ter he played, the more he would
receive.

“When you'd leave, (the boost-
er) sets you straight,” Clarett told
the magazine. “They say, ‘You got
any money in your pocket? They
‘make sure your money’s straight.”

Clarett said Tressel’s brother
Dick, a member of Ohio State’s
coaching staff, arranged to get
Clarett a job working for a land-
scaper. Clarett said he was paid
even though he did not show up
for work. The player also alleged
that the football staff arranged an
academic adviser who set him up
with professors who would pass
him even if he skipped class.

Geiger said many of the claims
were found to be baseless in inves-
tigations by the NCAA and the
university.
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Giants back Warner, but
time is coming

Manning’

Sacks, INTs
prompt calls
to play rookie

BY ToM CANAVAN
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Wellington Mara walked through
the New York Giants’ locker
room and smiled when he saw the
throng of reporters surrounding
Kurt Warner.

The owner of the team never
stopped to listen. After 80 years
in football, he knew what was hap-

pening.

‘Warner had a bad game Sun-
day in a 28-21 loss to the Chicago
Bears, and coach Tom Coughlin
mnmenranly considered replac-
ing him with No. 1 overall draft
pick Eli Manning.

Bad mistake, especially in New
York. It began one of those quar-
terback debates about whether
the rookie should replace the
two-time MVP.

Mara has seen his share of quar-
terback controversies here. The
Phil Simms-Jeff Hostetler battle
in 1991 was the most memorable
because both players had won
Super Bowls and the situation
was. handled poorly by
then-coach Ray Handley.

But as far as Coughlin is con-
cerned, there is no controversy.

Warner will be the starter for
Sunday’s game against Arizona.
He has led the Giants to a 5-3
record at the halfway point, put-
ting New York a game ahead in
the race for the No. 1 wild card
berth.

However, Warner knows Man-
ning’s time may not be far away.
It's something he has understood
since signing with the Giants in
June.

Mara and company didn’t
agree to pay the brother of Colts
quarterback Peyton Manning
some $45 million over the next
six years to wear a baseball cap
on the sideline.

“Everybody has been waiting
for this from day one, and the
funny thing is that you can have
one game that’s not up to par and
all of a sudden that talk starts,”
Warner said. “I don’t know too
many places around the league
where that situation would
oceur.”

What concerns Coughlin is the
amount of turnovers Warner has
committed, and the number of
sacks he has taken in recent
home losses to Detroit and Chica-

go.

In the two games, Warner has
thrown three interceptions, lost
three fumbles and been sacked 13
times. Many problems have hap-
pened because the 33-year-old
‘Warner has held the ball too long
trying to make a play.

When Warner has avoided the
mistakes, the Giants have won.

“I'm going to battle, and I'm
going to give everybody every-

Giants quarterback Kurt Warner goes down for one of the seven sacks
Sunday by the Bears. In two straight losses, Warner has been sacked
13 times, thrown three interceptions and lost three fumbles.

& Fverybody has
been waiting for
this from day
one, and the
funny thing is
that you can
have one game
that’s not up to
par and all of a
sudden that
talk starts.yy

Kurt Warner

Giants quarterback
thing I've got every time I step
out there and that’s all I can do,”
Warner said. “Whatever issue
anybody else wants to make, they
can make that issue, but I'm wor-
ried about battling with this team

in this locker room and going out
and winning more football
games.”

Manning was surrounded by re-
porters after Sunday’s loss in a
scene that gave the impression he
had just thrown four touchdown
passes. When asked about play-
ing Monday, Manning said all the
right things.

“Kurt is our quarterback,” Man-
ning said. “He has gotten us to

where we are right now. I expect
him to play and put us in position
to win.”

Warner is familiar with contro-
versy. He lost his starting job in
St. Louis to Marc Bulger last sea-
son after sustaining a concussion
in a season-opening loss to the Gi-
ants, a game in which he threw an
mterceptlon and fumbled six

tim

None of the Giants are blaming
Warner for the recent losses.

“That’s for the people at home,
that’s for them to do when they
aresitting on the couch or playing
poker,” center Shaun O'Hara
said. “We're a team, and we do
things together. Monday is al-
ways a hard day after you lose.”

Receiver lke Hilliard won-
dered whether people were point-
ing a finger at him, since he lost a
fumble during a 20-point Bears
run late in the first half.

“If it was all Kurt’s fault, he
wouldn’t have 10 other guys tak-
ing snaps with him,” Hilliard
said. “He would be taking snaps
from himself, throwing the ball to
himself, and trying to run and
block as well.”

Warner insists that he has not
suddenly forgotten how to play.

e just made some bad deci-
sions in one game.

“I knew at some point in time
the questions [about Eli] would

" Warner said. “But I'm not
gomg to lose any sleep over it or
worry about it too much.

If he has another bad game, he
just might have to.
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Dolphins
bemoan
coach’s
‘bad hand’

BY STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

DAVIE, Fla. — As linebacker
Zach Thomas and cornerback
Sam Madison spoke, their voices
broke with emotion, and general
manager Rick Spielman talked
while fighting back tears.

The topic of conversation was
departed coach Dave Wannstedt.
He went just 1-8 this season with
the Miami Dolphins, but they
‘were nonetheless sorry to see him

go.

“To lose a guy like that, it's
tough,” Madison said. “It’s love.”

Wannstedt said Tuesday he re-
signed because relentless specula-
tion about his future had become
a distraction for the team.

Defensive coordinator Jim
Bates was promoted to_interim
coach, and management immedi-
ately began a search for a coach
in 2005.

A wave of injuries and the re-
tirement of running back Ricky
Williams ~ contributed to  this
year’s transformation of the
Tong-proud franchise into a laugh-
ingstock with the NFL's worst
record.

“Dave got dealt a bad hand,”
Thomas said. “A lot of things
have been uncontrollable. It just
snowballed.”

The coaching change came dur-
ing the Dolphins’ bye week, and
two days after perhaps their most
wrenching defeat yet. They twice
blew a lead against the Arizona
Cardinals, who scored in the final
seconds Sunday to win 24-23 and
break a 17-game road losing
streak.

On Monday, Wannstedt re-
quested a meeting with owner
Wayne Huizenga and said he had
decided to step down. Huizenga
wanted Wannstedt to coach the
rest of the season but reluctantly
accepted the resignation, team
president Eddie Jones said.

“T have too much respect for

An unider
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d fan holds his nose as the Dolphins allow the Cardinals

to score the winning touchdown in the final minute on Sunday.

the players and owner of this orga-
nization to allow myself to be the
focal point for the remainder of
the season,” Wannstedt said at a
news conference. “I told the play-
ers today the team must come
first. This is what's best for our
team.”

Attendance has been in steep
decline, but while Wannstedt’s de-
parture gave fans cause for cele-
bration, the mood was gloomy at
the team complex. Defensive end
Jason Taylor reacted sharply to a
question about Wannstedt quit-

ting.

“Let’s get this straight: Dave
didn’t quit,” Taylor said. “Ricky
Williams quit. Dave stepped
aside. There’s a big difference.
Anybody who watched Dave on
Sunday saw how much it hurt
him. That’s not a man who quit.
That’s a beaten man, a man who
has been lhmugh alot the last two
or three years.”

Williams took that criticism in
stride.

“The way I look at it is I consid-
er a lot of the guys in Miami
friends. If everyone is using me
as a scapegoat, I'm happy for
that. Really. If it makes all the
players feel better, then I'm all
for that,” he told The Palm Beach
Post in a phone interview Tues-
day

y.

Despite a 43-33 record in 4V2
seasons with Miami, Wannstedt
had been on the hot seat for some
time because his lone playoff vic-
tory came four years ago. The Dol-
phins are one defeat from their

first losing season since 1988 and
have become the butt of jokes.
‘Wannstedt didn’t mention Will-
iams by name but said there were
alot of reasons for the decline.
“Many of those things I had no
control over,” he said. “But those
things are not important today.
Nobody wants to hear about ex-
cuses. Someone has to accept the
ultimate responsibility. I'm the
head coach, and that falls on me.”
Speculation regarding the next
coach began weeks ago. Men-
tioned as possible coaching candi-
dates have been former Florida
Gators _coach Steve Spurrier,
LSU’s Nick Saban, Philadelphia
Eagles offensive coordinator
Brad Childress and New England
Patriots offensive coordinator
Charlie Weis.
Spurrier would be a popular
choice with fans in South Florida.
“At this point we have no inten-
tion to talk to coach Spurrier,”
Jones said. “Will that change? I'm
not sure. But at this point we
don 't have any intention of doing

*Saban issued a statement say-
ing he was not interested in leav-
ing the Tigers.

Bates, whose last head-coach-
ing job was 19 years ago in the

, has been with the Dol-

phins since Wannstedt hired him
as defensive coordinator in 2000.
His first game as interim coach
will be Nov. 21 at Seattle, and his
plans for the bye week changed
‘when he was promoted.

“I was going fishing Friday,” he
said with a smile. “But that’s been
canceled.”

Vikings’ Moss likely
to sit this week, too

The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. —
Randy Moss probably will miss
another game this Sunday be-
cause of his strained right ham-
string.

Though Moss made progress
during rehabilitation over the
weekend, Minnesota Vikings
coach Mike Tice said Tuesday
the star receiver likely will be list-
ed as doubtful for the game at
rival Green Bay. Moss missed the
first game of his seven-year ca-
reer Monday night when the Vi-
Kings (5-3) lost at Indianapolis.

The All-Pro hasn’t caught a
pass since he got hurt in the sec-
ond quarter of Minnesota’s game
at New Orleans on Oct. 17.

Kickoff specialist Aaron Elling
broke his right ankle while mak-
ing a tackle against the Colts and
is out for the season. The Vikings
plan to work out several free
agents because veteran Morten
Andersen lacks the leg strength
for kickoffs. The list includes
Travis Dorsch, who was in train-
ing camp with the team.

Linebacker Raonall Smith (con-
cussion) and running back Mewel-
de Moore (ankle) are expected
back for the Packers game, and
linebacker Chris Claiborne (calf)
might be ready as well.

Despite Moore’s return, Onter-
rio Smith is likely to start.

Eagles DT Rayburn injured
in car accident

PHILADELPHIA — Philadel-
phia Eagles defensive tackle Sam
Rayburn was cited for leaving the
scene of an accident after he
walked away from a car accident
early Tuesday.

Rayburn was released from a
hospital after being treated for a
head laceration.

A second-year pro from Tulsa,
Rayburn leads all defensive tack-
les with five sacks this season. He
has become a valuable member
of the Eagles’ defensive line after

Briefs

earning a roster spot as a rookie
free agent last season.

The accident occurred when
Rayburn turned in front of an on-
coming vehicle, said Inspector
William Colarulo. Rayburn then
left his car parked in front of a
nearby store and flagged down of-
ficers a few blocks away. He may
have been disoriented because of
his head injury, Colarulo said.

Dolphins G James has knee
surgery; Gramatica waived

MIAMI — Miami Dolphins
starting guard Jeno James had
right knee surgery Tuesday, and
it’s not clear how long it will take
him to recover.

James, hurt in Sunday’s loss to
Arizona, will be evaluated on a
week-to-week basis.

Safety Shawn Wooden, mean-
while, will spend the rest of the
season on the reserve/physically
unable to perform list. Wooden
has been on the list since August
with a lower back injury and has
missed the entire regular season.

‘The Dolphins also waived kick-
er Bill Gramatica, who missed an
extra point in Sunday’s one-point
loss to Arizona.

Broncos shake up
defensive backs staff

DENVER — The Denver Bron-
cos fired David Gibbs as defen-
sive backs coach Wednesday and
replaced him with assistant
Jimmy Spencer, a former Bron-
cos safety.

Kirk Doll, an assistant defen-
sive and special teams coach, will
help Spencer coach defensive
backs.

No reasons were immediately
given for Gibbs’ departure. He is
the son of Alex Gibbs, the former
longtime offensive line coach for
the Broncos.
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Boras holds all the cards at GM meetings

Formidable agent represents prized

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. — Scott Boras
leaned back against an enormous arrange-
ment made from hundreds of pink roses,
breathed in and liked the smell.

His view this offseason is pretty sweet,
too.

Because in the baseball world, he might
be the biggest impact player right now, rep-
resenting Carlos Beltran, Adrian Beltre,
Magglio Ordonez and several other prime
free agents.

“I've heard from all teams, I've talked to
all teams,” Boras said Tuesday, standing in
the hotel lobby where the general manag-
ers meetings were being held.

‘While GMs debated moving back the
July 31 trade deadline, reshaping the Arizo-
na Fall League and other procedural top-
ics, their real business never strayed very
far from players.

And along with that talented trio of hit-
ters, Boras is the agent for J.D. Drew,
Derek Lowe, Jason Varitek and Kevin Mill-
wood.

“He’s got a very special class,”
York Mets GM Omar Minaya said.

New

Beltran might seek a 10-year deal after
his phenomenal postseason with Houston,
and Beltre may look for something similar
after his MVP-caliber year with Los Ange-
les.

Ordonez, if he proves he’s healed after
knee surgery, could command a healthy
contract. The four-time All-Star outfielder
played only 52 games for the Chicago
White Sox this year because of knee trou-
ble.

Ordonez walked through the hotel dur-
ing the day, on his way to a meeting. At
next month’s winter meetings in Anaheim,
Calif,, he'll probably go through running
drills for teams that are interested.

“People just want to see that he’s
healthy,” Boras said.

Coming off Boston’s win in the World Se-
ries, Varitek wants to catch onto a
five-year deal. Lowe also is well positioned
after winning the clinching game in the
first round of the playoffs, the ALCS and
the World Series.

Only a few teams might be willing to
spend the kind of money Boras’ guys want.
Of course, the New York Yankees are at
the top of that list, despite any rumblings

free agents Beltran, Beltre, Ordonez

that they’re worried about a $200 million
budget.

“This is my 24th year of doing this, and
the Yankees’ payroll has been ‘dangerous-
ly high' 24 of 24, Boras said. “They’ve
been the Goliath of the game, and I don’t
expect their position to change.”

‘Which would put them in perfect posi-
tion to get Beltran, a five-tool center field-
er. The Yankees already have Bernie Will-
iams playing that position — he’s another
Boras client.

Not to worry, the agent said.

“That’s something between Carlos and
Bernie,” Boras said. “That’s something
they've talked about and dealt with.”

Their conversation took place during the
season, Boras said, and he did not reveal
the details or whether that meant the Yan-
kees were the front-runners to sign Belt-
ran.

So many potential moves this winter re-
volve about where top free agents might
go, with Pedro Martinez, Nomar Garciapar-
ra, Troy Glaus and Carl Pavano among
those available. While the winter meetings
usually produce more action, there’s a
chance some big-name players could move
before that session Dec. 10-13.

“This is a time when many owners call,”
Boras said. “When you deal with owners,
timetables run short.”

Boras would not mention any interested
owners or particular suitors for his play-
ers. Until Friday, teams can talk money
only with their own free agents.

Come next month, there could be several
trades. For now, teams talked about wheth-
er to change the July 31 deadline for mak-
ing deals without waivers — it can be
tricky, though St. Louis was able to get
Larry Walker from Colorado in early Au-
gust.

Atlanta GM John Schuerholz, Milwau-
kee assistant Gord Ash and several others
are fine with that date. Yankees GM Brian
Cashman, who has made his share of late
deals for the postseason push, would like to
see it moved back. No formal vote was
taken, though there could be some senti-
ment for making it Aug. 15.

“I just think that with the wild-card
issue, there are so many teams in it and
they could use more time to decide if it's a
real opportunity or not,” Cashman said. “I
would hate to be in a situation where you
think you have a real shot and you hate to
start selling off veterans.”

Strong start
for Clemens
as MLB stars
fall in Japan

The Associated Press

OSAKA, Japan — Roger Clem-
ens looked little like a pitcher
ready to retire.

Throwing on just a few hours’
sleep after learning he’d won the
NL Cy Young Award at age 42,
Clemens held the Japanese
All-Stars to three runs on eight
hits in 5% innings

—
A LAlUERSH
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Houston Astros pitcher Roger Clemens holds up seven fingers at a

during a tour
of Japan by
major leagu-

MLB

. ers.
briefs Backed by
the  two-hit
pitching  of
Hisashi Iwakuma, the Japanese
squad won 3-1 for their first win
in the fifth game of the exhibition
tour.

But all eyes were on Clemens.

“I had a great deal of fun,” he
said. “All things considered, my
body felt great. I'm extremely
tired right now but was working
on Adrenalin.”

Clemens, who went 18-4 with a
2.98 ERA and 218 strikeouts for
his hometown Houston Astros,
won his record seventh Cy Young
on Tuesday. He heard about the
honor in a 1:00 am. phone call
from Major League Baseball.
After a bit of shuteye, Clemens
got up for a conference call with
reporters, then was off to a promo-
tional event in downtown Osaka.

He's the oldest Cy Young
Award winner; Gaylord Perry
was 40 when he won the award in
1978.

Clemens wouldn't say definite-
ly whether he’ll play again. He
briefly retired last offseason after
helping the Yankees reach the

news in Japan on

Clemens, who won his sev-

enth Cy Young Award on Tuesday, pitched 5%/3 innings on Wednesday
for a group of touring MLB stars against a Japan all-star team.

World Series, then eventually de-
cided to join the Astros.

“I know there are some people
in the Houston organization who
want to talk to me,” Clemens said.
“I just don’t know yet.”

Expos hallpark vote delayed

WASHINGTON — The District
of Columbia Council delayed a
vote on funding a new ballpark
for the Expos, with Council Chair
Linda Cropp proposing another
new plan Tuesday.

Last week, Cropp said the new
ballpark should be adjacent to
RFK Stadium rather than at the
site south of the U.S. Capitol
called for in the agreement Wash-
ington signed with the Expos in
September.

That original deal called for
$435 million to be spent on site ac-
quisition, a new ballpark and re-
furbishing RFK Stadium as a tem-
porary home for the team for the
next three seasons.

On Tuesday, Cropp proposed
that the ballpark remain at the
site specified in the agreement,
but said the city should pay $150
million and that a private entity

be responsible for $350 million.

Mayor Anthony A. Williams
called the delay a setback but
said he will push for enactment of
the original plan, which requires
approval from a majority of the
council’s 13 members.

Cardinals to host Red Sox

in World Series rematch

ST. LOUIS — The St. Louis Car-
dinals will get another shot at the
Boston Red Sox next season.

After sweeping St. Louis in the
World Series last month, the Red
Sox will make their first regu-
lar-season visit to Busch Stadium
from June 6-8, 2005. Both teams
probably will look a lot different.

Coming off the club’s first title
in 86 years, 16 Boston players
filed for free agency, including
stars such as Pedro Martinez,
Derek Lowe, Jason Varitek and
Orlando Cabrera. Nine Cardinals
will test the open market, includ-
ing Matt Morris, Woody Will-
iams, Edgar Renteria, Mike Ma-
theny and Tony Womack.

The Cardinals plan to move
into a new ballpark in 2006, mak-
ing next year their 40th and final
season at Busch Stadium.

Showalter,

Cox voted

top managers of 2004

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Bobby Cox was
voted NL Manager of the Year on
Wednesday for leading the re-
built Atlanta Braves to a record
13th straight division title, and
Buck Showalter won the AL
honor after his Texas Rangers
went from also-ran to contender.

Cox received 22 first-place
votes and 10 seconds for 140
points to win easily. Tony La
Russa of St. Louis, who has won
four manager of the year awards,
was second with 62 points, and
Jim Tracy of Los Angeles was
third with 52.

It was the third award for Cox,
who won in the AL with Toronto
in 1985 and in the NL with the
Braves in 1991, the first year of
‘Atlanta’s record run.

Showalter kept Texas in the
chase for a playoff berth until the
final week of the season after four
straight last-place finishes.

He received 14 first-place
votes, nine seconds and four
thirds for 101 points, finishing
ahead of Minnesota’s Ron Garden-
hire, who got 11 firsts, 11 seconds
and three thirds for 91 points.

Showalter also won the award
in 1994 with the New York Yan-
kees.

Gardenhire, who managed the

Twins to their third straight AL
Central title, finished second in
the voting for the second straight
season.

Atlanta was expected to finish
no better than third in the NL
East after slashing its payroll. But
the Braves went 96-66 and fin-
ished 10 games ahead of sec-
ond-place Phlladelphna before los-
ing 3-2 to Houston in the first
round of the playoffs.

Despite trading AL MVP Alex
Rodriguez to the New York Yan-
kees, Texas went 89-73 — its
most wins since 1999 — and fin-
ished third in the AL West behind
Anaheim and Oakland, just three
games out of first.

The Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, RI. — The
contract that sent Babe Ruth
from the Boston Red Sox to the
New York Yankees failed to sell
on an Internet auction site Tues-
day.

Bidding on the famous docu-
ment topped out at $470,100.
Alan Shawn Feinstein, the Provi-
dence philanthropist who put
the contract up for sale, didn’t
accept the bid because he be-
lieves the document is worth
more.

Feinstein, who made millions

‘Cursed’ contract fails to sell on eBay

in financial publications and has
given away millions to schools
and anti-hunger programs, put
the contract on eBay

three days after the Red Sox
swept the St. Louis Cardinals to
win their first World Series
championship in 86 years.

With the fabled “Curse of the
Bambino” finally over, Fein-
stein decided it was the perfect
time to sell the contract and give
the proceeds to charity.

The online auction began at
$50,000 and attracted more than
200 bids. Twenty-six bids over
$1 million were retracted or can-
celed.
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Carpentier will make switch from Champ Car to IRL

The Associated Press

Patrick Carpentier will drive
for Red Bull Cheever Racing next
season and Toyota will supply the
team’s engines, a source close to
the team told The Associated
Press.

Carpentier will make the
switch from the rival Champ Car
World Series, joining holdover
driver Alex Barron, and Toyota
will replace Chevrolet as the
team’s engine supplier, the
source said, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Team owner Eddie Cheever
was to announce the moves
Wednesday afternoon.

Carpentier, a 33-year-old Cana-

e,

Your Hometown Newspape

Sports briefs

dian, has driven in Champ Car for
enght years, the past seven for For-
sythe Racing. He has five victo-

ries, including a win this year at
Monterey, Calif.
He will replace Ed Carpenter,

the stepson of IRL founder Tony
George, on the Cheever team.

Carpentier had nine top-5 fin-
ishes in 13 races in 2004, finish-
ing third in the season points,
trailing only Newman/Haas Rac-
ing drivers Sebastien Bourdais
and Bruno Junqueira. That
matched Carpentier’s career best
in the Champ Car series.

</ Sl
All Who Served

Carpentier said after the sea-
son-finale last Sunday in Mexico
City that he had been negotiating
with three IRL teams because he
wants to drive in the IRL'’s India-
napolis 500 and do more oval rac-
ing.

The Champ Car schedule is
mostly road and street courses,
while the IRL is adding its first
three road races to a previously
all-oval schedule in 2005. One of
Carpentier’s victories came in
2001 on the two-mile oval at Mich-
igan International Speedway.

Cheever used Chevrolet en-
gines the past few seasons, but
General Motors announced last
week it is withdrawing from the

('I\‘!"Illll"‘r' 11, 2004

IndyCar Series, leaving Japanese
companies Toyota and Honda as
the IRL’s only engine suppliers.
Carpentier and Barron are both
former champions in the develop-
mental Toyota-Atlantic series.

Serena Williams says
Sharapova is ‘sexy’

LOS ANGELES — Serena Will-
jams knows a thing or two about
sex appeal. And the tennis star
complimented Russian teenager
Maria Sharapova on Tuesday for
having lots of it.

“She’s sexy,” Williams said,

smiling.
Organizers of this week's WTA
Championships have focused

their advertising on Sharapova,
the 17-year-old blond beauty who
stunned tennis by winning Wim-
bledon in July. Her leggy image
is featured in a tournament post-
er with the tag line, “The closer
you sit the hotter she gets.”

“I love her legs in this picture.
Her legs are so sexy,” Williams
said, studying the black and white
shot of Sharapova sitting in a
short skirt on a court. “She is not
being sold in this p\cmre Thisisa
hot picture. If you're not ready to
sell pictures, then you shouldn’t
be part of the tournament. Unfor-
tunately, I hate to say it, but sex
sells.”

Williams said it didn’t bother
her that someone Sharapova’s
age was being portrayed in an al-
luring way.

“I know a lot of people who are
12 and doing things they
shouldn’t be doing,” she said.
“Whether you're an actress or a
singer, it's always the sexier ones
that are selling more tickets or
selling more albums.”

Williams doesn’t believe Ameri-
can culture is too uptight.

“If anything, we're a little
loose,” she said.
Williams ~ has created an

on-court stir over the years with
her skintight outfits, including a
leather-looking ~ “catsuit”  she
wore as a 17-year-old player at
the U.S. Open. She is currently de-
signing outfits that she will wear
next year.

Tournament  director John
Arrix said organizers weren’t
able to promote Williams because
she didn’t qualify until late last
week, when her older sister
Venus lost in Philadelphia, which
allowed ~ Serena into  the
eight-player field.

Top Texas recruit sits
under NCAA inquiry

AUSTIN — Texas freshman for-
ward Mike Williams, one of the
top basketball recruits in the
country, was held out of the exhi-
bition victory over Division II Le-
noir-Rhyne while the NCAA in-
vestigates whether he received
improper benefits when he was in
high school.

A team spokesman said Will-
jams can practice and that the de-
cision to hold him out Tuesday
night was precautionary.

Williams’ attorney, Don Jack-
son, said the NCAA investigation
delves into AAU coach Mark Ko-
mara of Huntsville, Ala, and
whether Williams and other play-
ers on the AAU team received im-
proper travel benefits.

Jackson called the investiga-
tion “a fishing expedition” and “a
vendetta” by the NCAA against
Komara.

“Mike Williams and his family
have received no extra benefits,”
Jackson told The Dallas Morning
News. “The NCAA is trying to use
a bunch of innocent kids to try to
get to Komara, who they’ve been
after for years.”

Jackson said NCAA investiga-
tors talked to Williams a couple
months ago and that the issue in
question dates to Williams’ sopho-
more year in high school. Jackson
was a McDonald’s All-American
last season.

Komara has an unlisted tele-
phone number and could not im-
mediately be reached for com-
ment. A message left with his at-
torney, Dennis Goldasich, was
not immediately returned.

Komara has been the subject of
previous NCAA investigations.

Last season, Louisville player
Marvin Stone missed a few
games while the NCAA investigat-
ed whether he received improper
benefits from Komara.

In April, Komara was at the
center of the NCAA’s decision to
place Auburn on two years proba-
tion with the loss of a scholarship.

The NCAA said Komara acted
as a representative of Auburn
and engaged in improper recruit-
ment.

Light heavyweights Tarver,
Johnson drop helts for fight

LOS ANGELES — Antonio
Tarver and Glen Johnson will re-
linquish their light heavyweight ti-
tles to fight each other in a match-
up of top 175 pounders.

Tarver and Johnson will meet
Dec. 18 in a 12-round bout at Sta-
ples Center without any light
heavyweight crowns on the line.

The WBC stripped Tarver of
his championship belt for not
agreeing to fight mandatory chal-
lenger Paul Briggs of Australia.
Johnson decided to relinquish the
IBF version rather than fight that
organization’s top challenger,
Rico Hoye.

“It wasn't that they refused to
fight their mandatory challeng-
ers” promoter Joe DeGuardia
said. “It was a matter that they
wanted to meet each other in
order to make the best bout avail-
able, the most compelling bout,
the bout everybody, including
these two fighters, want to see.

“Unfortunately, in order to ac-
complish all this, they had to relin-
quish their titles.”

Tarver and Johnson feel like
their matchup will be a true cham-
pionship bout.

“I'm excited because I know a
lot of stars are in Los Angeles, but
on Dec. 18, T will be the brightest
star shining,” Tarver said. “I'm
fighting the second-best light
heavyweight in the world.”

Tarver and Johnson estab-
lished themselves as world-class
fighters by defeating Roy Jones
Jr. this year. Tarver, 36, knocked
out Jones with one punch in the
second round in Las Vegas on
May 15. Johnson, 35, stopped
Jones in the ninth round Sept. 25
in Memphis, Tenn.

“I have a lot of respect for Anto-
nio Tarver,” Johnson said.

“P've always said I'm willing to
fight the best. I guess we'll find
out who's the best.”

Tarver, from Orlando, Fla., has
a 22-2 record with 18 knockouts.

Johnson, from Miami, Fla., is
41-9-2 with 28 knockouts.
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chosen as majors’ top managers,

Heat show promise

Shaq living up to his end of vow to bring title to Miami

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Shaquille O’Neal
promised to bring a champion-
ship to Miami. And although it’s
way too early to be thinking about
titles, he can’t wait to show off his
new team to his old Western Con-
ference rivals.

O'Neal had a season-high 20
points Tuesday to help Miami
beat Washington 103-93 and
move to 4-0 for the first time in
franchise history. Any victory is
nice, of course, but beating the
Wizards twice, Cleveland and
New Jersey hardly proves the
Heat are true contenders.

pair of tests await Miami
later this week, with Dallas visit-
ing Thursday and then a game Fri-
day at San Antonio.

O'Neal, who was traded to
Miami by the Los Angeles Lakers
in the summer, seems eager to
face the likes of Dirk Nowitzki
and Tim Duncan again.

“We have some teams coming
up that are tough to play,” O’Neal
said. “They shoot the ball well, so
we are really going to have to
play good defense against those
guys. When we do what we are
supposed to do, though, I always
love our chances — against any
other team.”

The Heat started 0-7 a year
ago. Now, after trading with Lak-
ers for the 11-time All-Star,
Miami is one of only four unbeat-
en NBA teams; Indiana, Utah and
Phoenix are also 4-0.

O'Neal did a little of everything
Tuesday, finishing with nine re-
bounds, four assists, three blocks
and nine turnovers as Miami won
ateam-record 14th straight regu-
lar-season home game.

“They give it to the big fella,
and he makes it easy for them,”
Wizards center Brendan Hay-
wood said.

Dwyane Wade continued his
strong start, too, with 22 points
and nine assists, and Udonis
Haslem chipped in with 18 points
and 10 rebounds for Miami.

“We're still learning each
other,” Heat guard Eddie Jones
said. “Its a great thing when
youre winning and you're con-
tinuing to learn about each other.
What happens when we get it all
together, that’s what you're trying
to get to.”

Gilbert Arenas scored 20 points
for Washington, and Antawn
Jamison finished with 14, well off
the 27.3-point average he carried
into the game.

‘made only 43.2 per-
cent of its shots and committed 20
turnovers.

SEE HEAT ON PAGE 25

Miami center Shaquille 0’Neal (32) scores over Washington Wizards’ Michael Ruffin (51) in the first quarter
Tuesday in Miami. 0’Neal scored 20 points as the Heat moved to 4-0 for the first time with a 103-93 win.
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